
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time to Remember the Missing In Action in Vietnam 

 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey.  Mr. Speaker, today is the eight anniversary of the close of the Vietnam war. At that time,  

8 years ago, we were joyously preparing to welcome our returning prisoners of war, after their long captivity. 

 

This seems a particularly appropriate moment, Mr. Speaker, to talk of those who did not come home. We are, this very day, preparing to 

welcome our prisoners home from their captivity in Tehran. I know and appreciate the joy of their families. 

 

Let us speak, though, of those 2,500 families who have no joy in their hearts. Their loved ones are not coming home.  

They have no word of them, no accounting, since they were either listed as missing in action or among known POWs.  

The Governments of Vietnam and Laos have provided no information on these men. Yet we have had more than 300  

separate reports concerning these men, saying that they are alive. 

 

Mr. Speaker, it is time we got the Governments of Vietnam and Laos to provide a full and frank accounting of these men.  

This country wants such an accounting. We cannot be satisfied with less than a full accounting. 

 

Mr. Speaker, it would be a great tragedy if, at this very moment, when we are welcoming back our 52 hostages returning from captivity in 

Iran, we forget those who may very well still be in captivity in Southeast Asia. We want to know about these men.  

We insist on knowing about them. And we are going to keep on insisting until our demands are met. 


