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Dear Ms Oates:

I am writing to offer my strong support for the grant application submitted by
Isles Youthbuild Insitute (I'YI) which requests $1,099,643 in Department of Labor (DOL)
Employment and Training Administration (FDA) funding to provide educational,
vocational, and leadership skills for 70 highly at-risk youth over a 40-month period.
Specifically, the IYI proposal includes a 4-month planning period, followed by 24-
months of educational, vocational construction training, and life skills services; and then
a full year of follow-up services.

The IYI plan, which offers a dual academic track of a high school diploma or
GED, includes job readiness and placement training and it allows students hands-on
opportunities to participate in neighborhood construction projects. The IYI’s parent
organization, Isles, Inc. has been providing self-help services in the community that can
benefit Youthbuild students such as first time homebuyer education, financial capability
counseling, weatherization services, and green job training. Original with this program,
IYT will offer instruction in the growing field of healthcare services with training and
internships at Isles’ partner, the Water’s Edge Healthcare and Rehabilitation Center.

Additional Isles’ partners that will prove helpful for Youthbuild students include
the College of New Jersey, Mercer County Community College, the Trenton Board of
Education, Habitat for Humanity, the Mercer County Workforce Investment Board, and
many other nonprofit organizations.

Having worked closely with Isles for over 30-years on numerous projects,
including its effective Youthbuild program in Trenton, which has graduated over 700
students since its inception nearly 20 years ago, I am confident funds expended on this
project by Isles will be used wisely and in a cost-effective and efficient manner.
Notably, to improve its ability to track and report on data and performance, I'YI has
improved its intake, contact, and data management system which will expand success
measures for the grant to include self-sufficiency indicators in addition to more typical
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Youthbuild success indicators.

Clearly, I'YT and its parent organization Isles, Inc are well prepared to offer an
exceptional Youthbuild program that can turn around the lives of many young people
who are now at risk. I sincerely hope IYI’s DOL grant request is approved.

Please feel free to contact me directly or David Kush in my Washington office at
202-225-3765, if you have any questions or would like further information.

CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH
Member of Congress



