
 

 

 
 

April 20, 2020 

 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi     The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 

Speaker of the House      Minority Leader 

U.S. House of Representatives    U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515     Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Dear Speaker Pelosi and Minority Leader McCarthy, 

  

As we continue to consider ways to respond to the unprecedented crisis caused by 

COVID-19, we respectfully request that the next legislative package include funding and a 

directive to the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) for the purpose of developing a system 

and procedures to conduct union representation elections electronically. 

  

Four weeks ago, the NLRB took the extraordinary action of halting all union 

representation elections in response to COVID-19. Rather than using mail-in ballots or a more 

modern approach like telephone or internet voting, the NLRB chose to suspend the rights of 

workers everywhere.1 While we cannot speak to why the NLRB reversed its initial position of 

using mail-in ballots, the reason it did not use more modern voting techniques is quite simple: it 

does not have any. 

 

The NLRB, via an appropriations rider, has been restricted from using funds to “issue any 

new administrative directive or regulation that would provide employees any means of voting 

through any electronic means in an election to determine a representative for the purposes of 

collective bargaining.”2  Given the current constraints on workers’ ability to exercise their rights 

during this pandemic, there is a legitimate need for accommodating the rights of workers and 

protecting NLRB employees during union representation elections.  Put simply, the NLRB must 

have safe, efficient, and flexible processes at its disposal to administer the law it is charged with 

enforcing. 

 

Electronic voting in union representation elections has well-established precedent. The 

National Mediation Board (NMB) has conducted telephonic voting since 2002 and internet 

voting since 2007 in the railway and airline industries.  Today, according to the NMB, “[m]ost 

elections are conducted by Telephone Electronic Voting (TEV) and Internet Voting.”3  Providing 

this requested funding, coupled with a directive to adopt the NMB election system or one similar 

                                                           
1 “Labor Board Suspends All Union Elections Indefinitely” Bloomberg Law, March 19, 2020. Available at: 

https://news.bloomberglaw.com/daily-labor-report/labor-board-suspends-all-union-elections-indefinitely 
2 See, Further Consolidated Appropriations Act, Pub. L. No. 116-94, § 407 
3   See, “National Mediation Board Voting FAQ” available at: 

https://nmb.gov/NMB_Application/index.php/overview-faq/ 



 

 

in functionality, would bring the NLRB into the 21st century and align it with the more modern 

systems used to conduct elections under the Railway Labor Act.  

 

In times of crisis, it is the responsibility of good government to find ways to adapt to 

ensure that the rights of its constituents are protected. Workers’ rights to organize and bargain 

collectively with their employer are always important, but especially so when subjects like 

adequate health care benefits, access to protective equipment, and pandemic safety protocols, are 

- quite literally - matters of life and death.  

  

Thank you for your attention to this matter. In this time of great uncertainty, it is crucial 

that we act in a bipartisan manner to take the necessary steps to ensure that workers across the 

country are effectively protected. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

  

      
  

ANDY LEVIN     BRIAN FITZPATRICK 

Member of Congress     Member of Congress 

 

 

ALMA S. ADAMS, PH.D. RAÚL GRIJALVA FRANK PALLONE, JR. 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
COLIN ALLRED DEB HAALAND JIMMY PANETTA 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
CINDY AXNE JOSH HARDER CHRIS PAPPAS 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
NANETTE DIAZ BARRAGÁN ALCEE L. HASTINGS BILL PASCRELL, JR. 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
JOYCE BEATTY JAHANA HAYES ED PERLMUTTER 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
DON BEYER BRIAN HIGGINS SCOTT PETERS 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   

EARL BLUMENAUER 

ELEANOR HOLMES 

NORTON CHELLIE PINGREE 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 



 

 

   
LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER KENDRA S. HORN MARK POCAN 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
SUZANNE BONAMICI STEVEN HORSFORD KATIE PORTER 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
BRENDAN F. BOYLE SHEILA JACKSON LEE AYANNA PRESSLEY 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
ANTHONY BRINDISI PRAMILA JAYAPAL MIKE QUIGLEY 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
ANTHONY G. BROWN HAKEEM JEFFRIES JAMIE RASKIN 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
JULIA BROWNLEY EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   

ANDRÉ CARSON 

HENRY C. "HANK" 

JOHNSON, JR. MAX ROSE 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
ED CASE MARCY KAPTUR RAUL RUIZ, M.D. 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   

JOAQUIN CASTRO WILLIAM R. KEATING 

C.A. DUTCH 

RUPPERSBERGER 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
JUDY CHU JOSEPH P. KENNEDY, III TIM RYAN 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   

DAVID CICILLINE RO KHANNA 

GREGORIO KILILI 

CAMACHO SABLAN 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
GILBERT R. CISNEROS, JR. DAN KILDEE LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
YVETTE D. CLARKE RON KIND JAN SCHAKOWSKY 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
WM. LACY CLAY PETER T. KING DAVID SCOTT 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 



 

 

   
EMANUEL CLEAVER, II CONOR LAMB JOSÉ E. SERRANO 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
STEVE COHEN JOHN B. LARSON DONNA E. SHALALA 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
JOE COURTNEY BRENDA L. LAWRENCE BRAD SHERMAN 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
ANGIE CRAIG BARBARA LEE MIKIE SHERRILL 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
CHARLIE CRIST TED LIEU ALBIO SIRES 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
SHARICE L. DAVIDS DANIEL W. LIPINSKI ELISSA SLOTKIN 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
DANNY K. DAVIS DAVE LOEBSACK ADAM SMITH 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
SUSAN A. DAVIS ALAN LOWENTHAL CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
MADELEINE DEAN BEN RAY LUJÁN DARREN SOTO 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
PETER A. DEFAZIO ELAINE G. LURIA ABIGAIL D. SPANBERGER 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
DIANA DEGETTE STEPHEN LYNCH JACKIE SPEIER 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
ROSA DELAURO TOM MALINOWSKI GREG STANTON 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
SUZAN K. DELBENE SEAN PATRICK MALONEY PETE STAUBER 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
ANTONIO DELGADO CAROLYN B. MALONEY HALEY M. STEVENS 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
TED DEUTCH LUCY MCBATH THOMAS R. SUOZZI 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 



 

 

   
DEBBIE DINGELL BETTY MCCOLLUM ERIC SWALWELL 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
LLOYD DOGGETT JAMES P. MCGOVERN MARK TAKANO 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
MIKE DOYLE DAVID B. MCKINLEY, P.E. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
ELIOT ENGEL ANN MCLANE KUSTER MIKE THOMPSON 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
VERONICA ESCOBAR GREGORY MEEKS DINA TITUS 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
ANNA G. ESHOO GRACE MENG RASHIDA TLAIB 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
ADRIANO ESPAILLAT GWEN MOORE PAUL D. TONKO 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
ABBY FINKENAUER JOSEPH D. MORELLE LORI TRAHAN 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
LIZZIE FLETCHER SETH MOULTON DAVID TRONE 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   

BILL FOSTER 

DEBBIE MUCARSEL-

POWELL JUAN VARGAS 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
MARCIA L. FUDGE STEPHANIE MURPHY MARC VEASEY 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
TULSI GABBARD JERROLD NADLER NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
RUBEN GALLEGO GRACE F. NAPOLITANO PETER J. VISCLOSKY 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   

JOHN GARAMENDI RICHARD E. NEAL 

DEBBIE WASSERMAN 

SCHULTZ 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   



 

 

SYLVIA R. GARCIA JOE NEGUSE 

BONNIE WATSON 

COLEMAN 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
JESÚS G. "CHUY" GARCÍA DONALD NORCROSS PETER WELCH 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
JIMMY GOMEZ TOM O’HALLERAN JENNIFER WEXTON 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   

VICENTE GONZALEZ 

ALEXANDRIA OCASIO-

CORTEZ SUSAN WILD 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   
AL GREEN ILHAN OMAR FREDERICA S. WILSON 

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

   

  JOHN YARMUTH 

  Member of Congress 

 


