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The Honorable Christopher H. Smith 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2373 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Smith: 

March 27, 2023 

We were very glad to hear that Lakewood Study Square has submitted a funding request 
in the FY2024 Appropriations Process for its Connections program in order to purchase land on 
which to build a much-needed senior center to offer quality programming for Ocean County 
seniors from Lakewood, Jackson, Toms River and Manchester. As you know, Ocean County 
treasures our dynamic senior population and endeavors to ensure that their myriad needs are met 
as they age. 

We have a long history of working with the Lakewood Community Services Corporation 
(LCSC) to offer kosher meals on wheels for Ocean County seniors who are homebound. We are 
glad to hear that LCSC is providing guidance to this important new initiative, and we look 
forward to working with Lakewood Study Square and its partners in their efforts to establish a 
hub to offer comprehensive congregate services to seniors. 

Please do your utmost to secure funding in the FY 2024 Appropriations Process for the 
Lakewood Study Square project. We appreciate your efforts and your advocacy, and we stand 
ready to assist in any way that is needed. 

With warm regards and appreciation, 

Commissioner Director 
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Michael J. Fiure 
County Administrator 
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March 27, 2023 

 

The Honorable Christopher H. Smith 

U.S. House of Representatives  

2373 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC  20515 

 

Dear Congressman Smith: 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Lakewood Community Services (LCSC) to express our strong support for the 

request submitted to you by the Lakewood Study Square (LSS) for funding in the FY2024 Appropriations 

Process. This funding will be used to enable LSS’ Connections program to acquire land to construct a 

senior center in which to centralize congregate meals, education, health and wellness, exercise and 

recreation and other programs for seniors.  

 

We at LCSC are well acquainted with the growing needs of the senior population in Lakewood. Our 

organization has been providing kosher meals on wheels to local seniors with limited mobility for the past 

20 years, and we are currently providing some 78,000 meals per year. As such, we have seen how, over the 

past few years, keeping pace with the phenomenal growth of the Township as a whole, Lakewood’s Senior 

Population has evolved and changed.  

 

Where previously seniors were concentrated in the senior villages and tended to be inward focused for 

socialization and other services, the new senior population in Lakewood seeks integration into the 

community.  “Young seniors” who have lived all their lives and raised their families in Lakewood are now 

aging in place and retiring. This natural growth of the senior community from within is bolstered by a large 

influx of seniors moving in from outside of Lakewood – in order to be with their children who were drawn 

to Lakewood for educational and/or employment purposes. The diversification of the senior community; its 

spread into and throughout Lakewood Township; and the large influx of new senior residents who don’t yet 

have strong affiliation in Lakewood – all lead to a need for additional services.  

 

LSS has stepped up to the plate to establish the first, and much needed, Senior Center in Lakewood 

Township. We therefore urge you to support their funding request to enable LSS to build a full service hub 

to offer an array of needed services to help seniors preserve their health and vitality, draw them out to 

community settings to reduce isolation in a post-Covid world, upgrade their computer skills to be able to 

function in our digital society, and to offer recreational and socialization programming to create a sense of 

community and encourage positive social interactions.  

 

We encourage you to do your utmost to support and secure funding in the FY2024 Appropriations Process 

for this important project. Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Sarah Gelbwachs 

Executive Director 
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