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BOROUGH OF EATONTOWN
Office of the Mayor

47 Broad Street
Eatontown, New Jersey 07724
(732) 389 7623

May 1, 2024

The Honorable Christopher H. Smith
4t US Congressional District

2373 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Smith,

In April of 2022, | wrote to your office seeking federal funding to address the significant flooding issues we face
in the Borough of Eatontown. The project | described to you was estimated to cost approximately $5,000,000
and consisted of two phases: one phase was to repair and replace infrastructure needed to support the
rehabilitation of Wampum Lake Dam and another phase was to perform the upstream flood mitigation required
by providing more flood storage in the upper reaches of the Wampum Lake watershed. With your advocacy,
we were fortunate to receive $2,000,000 which we are currently administering via FY 2023 Community Project
Funding, B-23-CP-NJ-1033.

| write today to request an additional $3,000,000 in federal funds for the second phase of the project.
Eatontown is an old town with an aging and failing infrastructure. While we annually repair and replace what
we can for certain manageable projects such as road paving and sidewalk repair, the funds needed to replace
infrastructure associated with the Wampum Lake watershed corridor is outside the capabilities of the
municipality.

| am including a copy of my April 20, 2022 letter for your reference. The historical background remains the
same as does our need. | thank you and your office for your continued advocacy for the Borough of Eatontown.

T

Anthony Talerico, Jr.
Mayor

* Visit us at: eatontownnj.com * Like us on Facebook
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BOROUGH OF EATONTOWN
Office of the Mayor

47 Broad Street
Eatontown, New Jersey 07724
(732) 389 7623

April 20, 2022

The Honorable Christopher H. Smith
4t ys Congressional District

2373 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Smith,

I am writing you with the hope of securing much needed funding to address the significant flooding issues we
face in the Borough of Eatontown. Our flooding is due to old, undersized and failing infrastructure at Wampum
Lake and on properties along the Wampum Lake watershed. An increase in the frequency and volume of
significant flooding events exhausts the short-term runoff storage in the watershed. Upstream properties are
feft flooded and property is destroyed or lost.

Wampum Lake at our Wampum Memorial Park is a beautiful Green Acres funded park at the gateway to
Eatontown on the corner of State Highway 35 and Tinton Avenue, a Monmouth County Road. It is also across
the street from the soon-to-be redeveloped former Fort Monmouth and adjacent to our Downtown which we
recently declared as an Area in Need of Redevelopment. It houses our Veteran’s Memorial Plaza and plays host
to our Memorial and Veterans Day events. Residents enjoy hiking around and fishing in our lake. It is also the
birthplace of Eatontown as that is where Thomas Eaton located his mill over 350 years ago. The dam and
spillway of the lake needs certain improvements for compliance with NJDEP Dam Safety standards. These
improvements include possible enlargement or overtopping protection as well replacement of the failing and
virtually inoperable sluice gates.

Upstream properties are vulnerable to flooding due to inadequate runoff storage. The Sun Eagles Golf Club is
one example. When the Lake is flooded and water cannot be released downstream fast enough, water backs
up and overtakes our Maxwell Road and Lewis Street. This impedes access to several homes as well as our
Department of Public Works where many vehicles are stored. The historic golf course was recently purchased
from FMERA and is undergoing a wonderful redevelopment project. Sixty market rate and fifteen affordable
units are being built on the course and the historic Gibbs Hall is being renovated to its former glory to create a
premier banquet facility. Unfortunately, the flooding is affecting their property. Flooding events create the
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need to periodically close one or more of their golf holes and they have lost maintenance equipment as well.
They are following modern stormwater management rules, but they simply cannot get rid of the water being
pushed onto their property.

Pinebrook Road in Eatontown is home to over 1,000 residents in three large apartment housing communities:
Wedgewood Gardens, Victoria Gardens and Eatoncrest Apartment Homes. The road itself sees flooding in
major storm events, but Eatoncrest Apartment Homes sees a very large amount of water quite often. The
apartment complex struggles to find parking for its residents to keep their cars from flooding. Though earnest
attempts are made, there are numerous incidents of cars being flooded and destroyed. We see many social
media posts and newspaper articles written on the subject. This s particularly heartbreaking because many of
the residents do not have the means to replace their losses and are often not insured or under insured. Those
who awake to find flooded cars are also without transportation to work and may lose a day’s work. In addition
to the financial toll, we cannot forget the harm caused in delayed emergency response. Police cars struggle due
to the high waters and larger vehicles such as ambulances and fire trucks may not find sturdy ground to park
near an incident. Coordinated emergency response is difficult enough in the best of scenarios. Adding flooding
and severely limited access places lives in danger. Eatoncrest is following the stormwater management rules
applicable to them, but they simply cannot get rid of the water being pushed onto their property.

Over the decades, maintenance of stormwater infrastructure has not been a priority of towns, especially
smaller ones with limited budgets. Couple this with the increased severity of rain events and the scarcity of
land for enhanced stormwater management and towns like mine find themselves in a very precarious situation.
We acknowledge the need of these improvements. That is why, in 2019, the Borough conducted a hydrologic
and hydraulic analysis. Then, armed with the knowledge of where the water is coming from and its volume, in
2021 we conducted a second engineering study to identify specific flood mitigation strategies we need to
employ. Put simply, Eatontown knows where the water is coming from and we know how to fix it. We simply
cannot afford to do so.

| write to you with the full support of the entire Governing Body and the municipal family. Problems like these
are the reason large scale infrastructure funding bills are necessary. Municipalities such as mine cannot afford
to do these projects alone and so they get deferred. Eatontown, for example, spends $500,000 - $600,000 each
year on road paving and projects. To putitin perspective, the full scope of our request would equal nine to ten
years of road projects.

Thank you for your consideration of our request. Should you or your staff have any questions or need any
follow up material, | am happy to speak to you or we will make our engineer available to you at any time.

Sincerely,

&

Anthony Talerico, Jr.
Mayor
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April 29, 2024
The Honorable Christopher H. Smith
U.S. House of Representatives
2373 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Re: Support for Borough of Eatontown’s Proposed Flood Mitigation Efforts
Dear Representative Smith:

On behalf of the New Jersey Apartment Association (NJAA), and our members who own, manage, and
develop both market-rate and affordable rental housing, I write in strong support of the Borough of
Eatontown’s effort to secure federal funds to support the next phase of the project to address flooding
in the Borough’s Wampum Brook stream corridor. We supported the first phase of the project, and
continue to believe that these investments in the community’s resiliency would address a longstanding
flooding concern and improve the lives of thousands of apartment residents and homeowners.

Apartment owners and other property owners near Wampum Lake have made significant investments
in flood mitigation over the years in coordination with the Borough. Nevertheless, flooding concerns
persist, which can only be fully addressed through comprehensive improvements to the borough’s
stormwater management systems. As such, the proposed flood mitigation project would have a direct
benefit to thousands of Eatoncrest and Pinebrook Road residents, as well as the ongoing efforts to
redevelop Fort Monmouth, which is essential to the economic vitality of the region.

There are 288 properties in Eatontown that have greater than a 26% chance of being severely affected
by flooding over the next 30 years. This represents 7% of all properties in the Borough and many of
the communities in the Wampus Brook stream corridor. The proposed flood mitigation project will
significantly reduce, though not eliminate, this flooding risk, which will have direct effects on
improving housing affordability for both homeowners and renters.

The NJAA, and its members in Eatontown, look to continue its partnership with the local officials to
not only address these persistent flooding concerns, but to also make ongoing investments in our rental
communities to meet the evolving housing needs of the Borough’s residents.

We greatly appreciate your support for this vital project. Should you or committee staff have any
questions, or would like to discuss this further, please do not hesitate to contact me at
nicholas(@njaa.com or 732-992-0600.

Very truly yours,

-~

Nicholas J. Kikis
Vice President

162 West State Street
Trenton, NJ 08608
Tel (732) 992-0600 * Fax (609) 860-0060

WWWw.njaa.com
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RESOLUTION 99 -2022

BOROUGH OF EATONTOWN
COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

~ RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND SUPPORING BOROUGH OF EATONTOWN’S COMMUNITY PROJECT
FUNDING REQUEST FOR INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS TO ADDRESS FLOODING OF THE WAMPUM
LAKE WATERSHED AND AFFECTED PROPERTIES

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer performed a study of the Wampum Lake watershed as it related to
ongoing significant flooding events with ever-increasing frequency; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer’s analysis found there is not enough short-term runoff storage

available in the water shed resulting in runoff from Wampum Lake into upstréam properties including properties

- which are part of the redevelopment of Fort Monmouth such as the Sun Eagles Golf Couse property and the
Howard Commons property; and the Eatontcrest Apartment property; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has opined that the addition of stormwater basin storage within the
" watershed and that certain improvements to the dam/spillway are also necessary at Wampum Lake and that
such capital improvements cost will cost the Borough approximately $5,000,000; and '

" WHEREAS, the New Jersey Apartment Association has submitted a letter to Congressman Smith
supporting the Borough's request and indicating that 288 properties within Eatontown have a significant chance
of beingimpacted by severe flooding from the Wampum Lake watershed over the next thirty years; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council believes it is in the best interest of the Borough and its
residents to obtain federal funding to solve the flooding of significant properties within Eatontown arising from
the Wampum Lake watershed ; and

NOW, THEREFORE,BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Eatontown, County of
Monmouth, State of New Jersey, that it hereby authorizes the Mayor to submit a Community Project Funding
Request to the United States Congress through the Honorable Congressman Christopher H. Smith’s office.

BE IT.FURTHER RESOLVED a copy of this Resolution shall be provided to:

MOTION
SECOND
ABSTAIN
ABSENT

NAY

CERTIFICATION
I, Julie Martin, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Eatontown do hereby
Councilmember Regan, Jr. certify this to be a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by the
Councilmember Escalante x Governing Body of the Borough of Eatontown, County of Monmouth,
State of New Jersey at a regul

x

Council President Gonzalez

x |x | AYE

ting held on April 13, 202
Councilmember Jones X X 8 k P \
Councilmember Gindi X
Councilmember Lucas X

Mayor Talerico Julie Martin, RMC, Borough Clerk




EATONTOWN POLICE DEPARTMENT

: 47 BROAD STREET
THERESA E. HEALY EATONTOWN, NEW JERSEY 07724 ANTONIO V. AMODIO, Il
CAPTAIN 732-542-0100 SERVICES LIEUTENANT
732-720-2587 732-389-7641

EpbwARD L. NELSON WILLIAM P. LUCIA’ i BRYAN J. MULHOLLAND

DETECTIVE LIEUTENANT CHIEF OF PoLICE OPERATIONS LIEUTENANT
732-389-7643 732-389-7631 732-389-7640

The Honorable Chris Smith

4th U.S. Congressional District

2373 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

May 1, 2024
Dear Representative Smith,

On behalf of the first responders of the Borough of Eatontown, | am respectfully requesting
federal financial assistance to support the Community Project Funding. The Borough of
Eatontown continues to be plagued by significant flooding based in large part due to old and
undersized infrastructure. In particular, Pinebrook Road and Maxwell Road get so significantly
flooded that it becomes extremely difficult and arduous to respond to any type of emergency
service call in that area. This area of town has 3 apartment complexes with over 1,000 residents,
therefore the probability of an emergency call for service is extremely high. Attempting to get to
this area when it is flooded causes undue stress on all parties involved as well as the equipment
utilized to get to the area, (i.e., police vehicles, ambulances, etc.). Additionally, the integrity of
the road continues to deteriorate considerably due to the quality of the infrastructure, causing
damage to our vehicles. It delays our response time and puts all involved parties at a greater risk
of a situation escalating. Having coordinated response plans with the Fire Department, the First
Aid Squad and OEM is not an easy undertaking and it is compounded with the flooding issue.

This Community Project Funding will provide much needed access to this area of town when it is
raining and will result in a seamless and efficient way to handle emergency calls. | know that the
residents of the Borough would welcome this funding as well.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this request. Please do not hesitate to contact me
if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Theresa Healy
Captain of Police

RECORDS DETECTIVE BUREAU COMMUNITY SERVICE TRAFFIC SAFETY
732-389-7635 732-389-7644 732-389-7638 732-389-7830

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT WWW.EATONTOWNNJ.COM/POLICE



MONMOUTH COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

THOMAS A. ARNONE HALL OF RECORDS

DIRECTOR ONE E. MAIN STREET
FREEHOLD, NEW JERSEY 07728
ROSS F. LICITRA TELEPHONE: 732-431-7000
DEPUTY DIRECTOR
SUSAN M. KILEY
DOMINICK DIROCCO
ERIK ANDERSON

The Honorable Anthony Talerico
47 Broad Street
Eatontown, New Jersey 07724

Re:  Wampum Lake Watershed
Flood Mitigation and Dam Improvements
Borough of Eatontown, NJ

Dear Mayor Talerico,

We understand that you are currently working with the Honorable Congressman Christopher Smith’s office
regarding potential additional Infrastructure Funding to be used to continue your efforts for flood mitigation in the
Borough of Eatontown. We are aware of the occurrences of flooding within the Wampum Lake watershed, which
has had specific impacts on upstream properties including along Maxwell Road and Lewis Street, the Suneagles Golf
Course, properties along Pinebrook Road, and especially the Eatoncrest Apartments. These events have caused both
property damage and accessibility concerns due to flooded roadways/closures for extended periods of time.

We have seen specific impacts and flooding at County Bridge E-2 on the western end of Lewis Street, as well as at
County Culvert E-31 around the corner on Maxwell Road. Accordingly, we continue to fully support the Borough’s
efforts to address flood mitigation in this corridor.

We offer this letter of support to the Borough to further pursue additional funding for this matter, recognizing that
the County is not being asked to partially fund or otherwise participate in the funding request.

Sincerely,

s & e

Thomas A. Arnone, Director
Board of County Commissioners

c: William P. Lucia, III, Interim Borough Administrator
Edward Herrman, Department Manager, T&M Associates
Board of County Commissioners
Teri O’Connor, County Administrator
John W. Tobia, Director of Public Works and Engineering
Joseph M. Ettore, County Engineer

»

“SEPTEMBER 2d, 1609 THIS IS A VERY GOOD LAND TO FALL IN WITH AND PLEASANT LAND TO SEE.
Entry in the log of Henry Hudson’s Ship Half Moon made after the Dutch Explorer became
the first European to come ashore in what later was known as Monmouth County



STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DR. MARGIE DONLON VIN GOPAL LUANNE PETERPAUL, ESQ.
Assemblywoman, 11" District Senator, 11" District Assemblywoman, 11" District
Majority Conference Leader

April 30, 2024

Hon. Chris Smith
2373 Rayburn House Oftice Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

RE: Wampum Lake Watershed
Flood Mitigation and Dam Improvements

Borough of Eatontown

Dear Representative Smith,

We are writing to express our full support for the Borough of Eatontown’s FY2025
Congressionally Directed Spending request for the Wampum Lake Watershed Flood Mitigation
and Damn Improvements Project. The proposed infrastructure would increase flood resiliency
for local residents and business owners, as well as improve the quality of life for our most
vulnerable populations, including those living in economic poverty, with disabilities, and without
health insurance.

As it stands, the Wampum Lake Watershed experiences frequent and intense flooding
episodes due to lack of short-term runoff storage within the watershed. This results in water
back-ups in the neighboring areas, including the Sun Eagles Golf Course property (a Fort
Monmouth redevelopment project that has been forced to closed for days at a time due to
flooding), the Howard Commons property (a Fort Monmouth housing property abandoned since
the base closure), and the Eatoncrest Apartment Homes property. The Eatoncrest Apartment

Home complex, comprised of 450 units, houses many individuals on Section 8 assistance and

802 WEsT PAark AVENUE, Suit 302 ¢ Ocean, NJ 07712
PHONE: (732) 695-3371 « Fax: (732) 695-3374



STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DR. MARGIE DONLON VIN GOPAL LUANNE PETERPAUL, ESQ.
Assemblywoman, 11" District Senator, 11" District Assemblywoman, 11" District
Majority Conference Leader

those without significant financial means, resulting in our most vulnerable populations facing the
most severe impacts from the flooding.

The proposed project is two-fold, as it aims to first increase short-term stormwater
storage to reduce ponding/flooding and the damage it causes to local residents, property and
businesses; and second perform dam/spillway repairs and improvements to enable the Borough
to lower the water level in Wampum Lake in advance of a storm event, as well as bring the dam
spillway into NJ Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) compliance.

The Borough of Eatontown is fully committed to implementing the proposed project for
the benefit of its community and residents. Thank you very much for your consideration of the
Borough’s proposal. Please never hesitate to contact us at SenGopal@njleg.org,
AswDonlon@njleg.org, AswPeterpaul@njleg.org, or (732) 695-3371, if we can be of assistance.

Sincerely,

MO~ el

Vin Gopal Margie Donlon Luanne Peterpaul
Senator, 11th District ~ Assemblywoman Assemblywoman,
11th District 11th District

802 WEsT PAark AVENUE, Suit 302 ¢ Ocean, NJ 07712
PHONE: (732) 695-3371 « Fax: (732) 695-3374
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Recreation Advisory Committee
¢/o Eatontown Recreation
47 Broad Street
Eatontown, New Jersey 07724
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May 1, 2024

Anthony Talerico Jr., Mayor
Borough of Eatontown

47 Broad Street

Eatontown, NJ 07724

RE: Community Project Funding Request Phase 2
Wampum Pond Park
Route 35 & West St.
Borough of Eatontown, Monmouth County, NJ

Dear Mayor Talerico:

The Eatontown Recreation Advisory Committee is writing to support the Community Project funding Request Phase 2, to address
Wampum Park and Pond. These funds will improve the park property, as well as improve community flooding issues. The property

is an important community space.

It is our understanding that the Borough of Eatontown requests funding to improve the Wampum Park infrastructure. Currently,
storm flooding results dangerous, unsafe conditions.

Access to outdoor spaces supports mental health. Wampum Park is located in the most densely populated quadrant of our
community. Fifty percent of Eatontown residents as well as the majority of our underserved and disabled populations reside in
multi-family dwellings and apartment complexes with little or no access to outdoor spaces within this quadrant.

Wampum Park and pond border New Jersey State Highway 35, a heavily traveled road.
The pond is a popular fresh water fishing spot. It is stocked each year to support our community youth fishing derby. The history of
this park and pond date back to the 1600’s. Thomas Eaton the founder of Eatontown constructed and ran a mill on this property.

We understand that this project was planned to span two phases. We appreciate the Borough's work thus far with the first award
granted and fully support the Borough's pursuit of funding for the second phase.

Sincerely,

-

Don Corcione

Chairperson

Recreation Advisory Committee
Borough of Eatontown



	592024_21443PM_Eatontown_Mayor_-__Phase_2_Flood_Mitigation_Funding_Support_Letter
	592024_21443PM_NJAA_Eatontown_-_Continued_Flood_Mitigation_Support_Letter
	592024_21444PM_Eatntown-Wampum_Lake_-_County_resolution
	592024_21444PM_Eatontown_Police-_Flood_Mitigation_Funding_Support_Letter_Phase_2
	592024_21444PM_Eatontown_Wampum_Lake_-County_Commissioners_letter_of_support
	592024_21444PM_Eatontown_Wampum_LOS_from_NJ_D11
	592024_21445PM_Eatontown_Recreation_Committee_-_Flood_Mitigation_Funding_Support_Letter_Phase_2

