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The Honorable Chrig Smith
13,5, Mouse ot Representatives
4t District, New Jersey

Congreseman Smith, -

{ am BICHARD R. GREENE, SR., United States Ammy, Refired. | served in Vietnam from
19661967 and 196871970, One of my most memorable time was spent a8 the Non-Commissiond
Officer in Charge of the 78th Fisid Artilery Detachment, Team 100, Military Assistanca Command,
igtram. | served in that capacity from late 1966 thru August, 1867, Agein in 1969 for a brief
period of ime until that unit was deactivaled,

During my firat four, | was fortunale fo have serve under me a fine citizen of the State of New
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Fifth Class George J. Bednarski, One of the finést sbidiers (gt Tever encountered-duringry— ——
Army career, o include rmy second tour of Vietnam ar my tours of duty with the 82d and 10ist

Alrberne Divisions. 1 | were an elacted official from any stale in this countey, 1 would gladly

welpome Geome with open anms. :

Even after all these years, | can atill vividly recall tecommending George for the Army

Commentiation Medat. 1fesl an injustice was done o this fine soldlerl. | can only speculate that

the award was (st in Anmy channels andfor change of command. - But | can agsure you that fnis
. Soldier deserves this award as well as any that | received. Bar nonel-

Upon being aisrted at the end of my first tour that | was setected fo become a Anmy Drill Sergeant,
| asked George to extand his (our as my being transfered left a void in leadership. He gladly
accepted! MACV requested that | establish encther detachment south of my home base. We
wors asked to provide Courder-Mortar support for & light infantry brigade. This we did! Ad thet

. time, | placed one of my Slaff Sergesnts in charga of that satefite unit. Alter repeated problems
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Wit San NCO, T Fepiacey tim with Spesialist Beunarski TTevermade e finer decision; for—

George handled that position like a seasoned NCO. The problems he liftad from my shoulders
are too numerows b mention iy a fetier, b be assured fthat he ied. His commaend of the
maintenance associated with this parficular piece of equipment, and his leadership, helped ray
detachment run as smooth as silk. Althcugh { had four Staff Sergeants serve under me dunng
this ime, | chose Specialist Badnarski to lead my satellite defachment ’

§ pray this feffer is strong enough for the Amy 10 correct this injustice and | hope you are
successful in helping one of my fine Soldiers, If you are indead able to help, and an award is
forthooming,  would ke to stiend said function. s been 44 years singe | visited my birth state
and this would indeed be an event worth attending.
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# further assistance please do not hesitate fo ask. Until than, | remain:
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m,% DANA L. BRYAK
« Notary Pubfic-2iatg of FL
Camam, Exp. Dot 02, 2008 .
Gomm. Mo, B0 247805

ﬁwa@

5
¢

94039 CopmewemR 5D iTH £107/0E/50




FEB - 4 gy
January 30, 2020

The Honorable Christopher H. Smith
Representative in Congress
1540 Kuser Road, Suite A9

Hamilton New Jersey, 08619

Dear Representative Christopher H. Smith,

the purpose of this letter is to try and correct an oversight that occurred in June
of 1867, in the Republic of Vietnam where | submitted a recommendation for an
award that the intended recipient never received. In an effort to right the wrong, |
have reconstructed what | believe is an accurate copy of the DA Form 638. As the
Commanding Officer of the 79'" Field Artillery Radar Detachment, Advisory Team
100 was in my administrative chain of command, which included the Senior
Advisors of CMD Advisory Detachment Team 100 that signed the endorsement for
the recommended Bronze Star Medal. Before | left Vietnam in late June, 1967, |
spoke with both Col. John Patrick and Col T. E. Watson, Jr, and both of them
assured me they had indorsed the recommendation for SP5 Bednarski’s Bronze
Star, and forwarded it to HQ. USARV for final disposition.

SP5 George Bednarski truly deserves this award and thank you for helping to
make it happen. I'm sure your office is aware of the hell that George has gone

through as a result of serving in The Republic of Vietnam. If there is anything else "

you need from me, | can be reached at S NENNN.

I would also appreciate it if | am given notice so that | might have the opportunity
to attend the award ceremony.

ernon L. DeBord,
CW4 US Army Retired
22951 County Road 6
Long Prairie, MN 56347




