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U.S./CHINA RELATIONS AND HUMAN RIGHTS:
IS CONSTRUCTIVE ENGAGEMENT WORKING?

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1997

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS AND
HUMAN RIGHTS, ,
COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS,
Washington, DC.

The Subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 1:05 p.m., in room
2172, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Christopher H. Smith
(chairman of the Subcommittee) gresxding. o

Mr. SMITH. [presiding] The Subcommittee on International Oper-
ations and Human Rights will come to order.

Five years ago, when our current President was a candidate for
the office he now holds, he described the Bush Administration’s re-
lationshig with the Government of China in two words, “coddling
dictators”, He was right. Some of us had hoped that President Clin-
ton would transform the U.S./China relationship by putting respect
for human rights and democra&v at its very ceinter. Instead, the
1()31?11:011 Administration has coddled dictators as few have coddled

efore.

The arrival in Washington this afternoon of Communist Party
Chairman, Jiang Zemin, represents the culmination of our govern-
ment'’s tragic 25-year unrequited love affair with the Beijing re-
gime. The occasion of Jiang’s visit will be marked by literally doz-
ens of official U.S. Government functions. As far as I have been
able to determine, this hearing represents the only one of those of-
ficial functions at which the Chinese human rights record will be
publicly discussed.

When I first (i)roposed holding this hearing, I heard from some
Republicans and some Democrats who suggested that it would be
inappropriate, even in poor taste to discuss such sensitive issues
while Jiang was in town. With respect, this kind of criticism gets
it exactly backwards. Torture—as nesty International will tes-
tify today—is endemic in China. Torture, mass executions, forced
abortion and sterilization, the arrest and imprisonment of democ-
racy advocates and religious believers, these are in poor taste.
Bearing witness to these atrocities, telfing the whole truth about
them, is the best way that I can think of to say “Welcome to Amer-
ica, Mr. Jiang.” ,

’f'oday’s hearing will serve at least two important fpurposes. First,
the testimony of our distinguished witnesses will focus the atten-
tion of Americans on what life is really like in the People’s Repub-
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lic of China. Second, the hearing might help President Jiang to un-
derstand America and Americans. :

With all due respect, he has a lot to learn. A few days ago on
the eve of his departure to the United States, Jiang gave an inter-
view to the Washington Post. The Post reporters described him as
candid and animated. Among Mr. Jiar}gs many candid and ani-
mated observations was this one. That Einstein's theory of relativ-
ity applies not only to physics, but also to politics, so that the con-
tent of human rights will differ from country to country. After the
interview, one of his aides was quoted as sa,ying, “We try to do a
PR Lob. We understand that this is necessary.

This Sunday, just before leaving for the United States, Chairman
Jiang continued the PR job by announcing that China would ad-
here to an international social and economic convention having to
do with such things as the right to be free from disparity in income
levels. He conspicuously omitted any references to more important
international conventions that require respect for democracy, politi-
cal and religious freedom, and the due process of law. Ironically,
this distinction is the same one that American defenders of the So-
viet Union used to make in defense of Stalin’s worst excesses. They
would say that no matter how many innocent people the Soviet
Government might kill, it will be doing & better job than Western
Governments at eliminating the disparity between rich and poor.

So this is a PR job that has been going on for 70 years. The rhet-
oric of cultural relativism and moral equivalence has long been
used to try to blur the distinction between totalitarianism and free-
dom. The apologists tell us not to worry. Nobody is against human
rights, not even Jiang, not even Stalin. But your actual human
rights may varKdin }our country.

In America, Mr. Jiang, we reject this sort of thinking. As Thomas
Jefferson once wrote in the Declaration of Independence, we human
beings are endowed by our creator with certain inalienable rights.
These rights are not relative, but absolute. They do not come from
governments, and no government has a right to deny them. Ein-
stein and Jefferson got it right. Stalin and Hitler and Mao got it
wrong.

In 1994, the Clinton Administration de-linked Most Favored Na-
tion status from human rights. According to our own State Depart-
ment’s Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for China,
since then, there has been a significant regression rather than
progress on every human rights question. There are more political
&)‘risoners, more summary executions, a more brutal regime in

ibet, tighter controls on political and religious expression today
than there was back in 1994.

The State Department’s human rights report for 1996 reflects the
remarkable end result. of a policy which fails to seriously address
concerns of human rights. The report states, “All public dissent
against the party in government was effectively silenced by intimi-
dation, exile, the imposition of prison terms, administrative deten-
tion or house arrest. “No dissidents,” the report goes on to say,
“were known to be active at year’s end.” In other words, engage-
ment appears to have failed beyond our wildest expectations. Dis-
sent has not just been stifled, but it has been silenced altogether.
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It seems the more we engage the Beijing dictatorship, the worse
it gets. Just today, I received two letters. One is from His Emi-
nence Cardinal Ignatius Kung, who urges Chairman Jiang to free
four Catholic bishops as well as many other Catholic clergy and be-
lievers who are imprisoned in China just for practicing their faith.
Another .letter is from David Burke, the chairman of ‘the U.S.
Broadcasting Board of Governors, who points out that the Chinese
Government has recently begun jamming the broadcasts of Radio
Free Asia, which brings the Chinese people the news they would
get if their government permitted freedom of information and ex-
pression. These letters will be made, without objection, a part of
the record.

[The information appears in the agpendix.]

Mr. SMITH. Another atrocity that has gotten even worse in recent
years is forced abortion. Although the Chinese Government offi-
cially claims it does not permit physical coercion as a means of en-
forcing the one-child policy, it has been widely and credibly re-
ported that the birth control officials charged with carrying out this
policy routinely compel women to abort their “unauthorized” un-
born children.

The usual method is intense “persuasion” using all of the eco-
nomic, social, and psychological tools the State has at its disposal.
When these methods fail, women are often taken physically to the
abortion mill. Forced abortions can be performed very late in preg-
nancy, even in the ninth month. Sometimes the baby’s skull 1s
crushed with forceps as it emerges from the birth canal. Either the
woman or her husband may then be forcibly sterilized.

I would remind my colleagues, and we have said this in both the
House and the Senate in the past and reminded everyone, at the
Nurenburg War Crimes Tribunal, forced abortion was construed—
and properly construed—to be a crime against humanity. It is no
less a crime against humanity as it is practiced today each and
every day in the People’s Republic of China.

Amnesty International recently reported on the one-child per
couple policy compliance campaign in two villages. The campaign
was reportedly carried out under the slogan “Better to have more
graves than one more child.” In order to dissuade local birth control
officials from resorting to forced abortion and forced sterilization as
a means to end population control, Chairman Jiang’s Government
must dismantle much of the coercive apparatus that characterizes
their population control program. Women in China are required,
and this is outrageous theﬁ' are required to obtain a birth coupon
before conceiving a child. Chinese women are hounded by the popu-
lation control police and even their menstrual cycles are publicly
monitored as one means of ensuring compliance.

Despite all of the evidence, let me conclude. The Clinton Admin-
istration still maintains that engagement is the best way to pro-
mote human rights in China. We invited the Administration to
come to this hearing today and make the best case that their 3
years of engagement have resulted in improvements or even the

rospect of improvements rather than the deterioration in the
guman rights situation. The Administration very simply chose not

to come.



R PR -,;,gl- .

PN S el

i

£2

R B Ee

DAL

by

4

Fortunately, we do have six distinguished witnesses who will
share with us the details of the China human rights story: torture
in Tibet, ethnic and religious persecution in Xinjiang, imprison-
ment of Christians and others for practicing their reiigiéns, the
harvesting of organs from executed prisoners, the continuing sup-
gression of democracy in the wake of the Tiananmen massacre,
orced abortions, coerced sterilizations, and other outrages.

I look forward to hearing from our witnesses. But before doing
so, I proudly and very happily yield to my good friend who has
been a fighter on behalf of human rights in China, my good friend
from California, Tom Lantos.

. Mr. LaNTOS. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. First, I want
to commend you for holding this hearing. I deeply regret that ap-
parently this is the only hearing held on this general subject dur-
ing the visit of the President of China because I think it's ex-
tremely important that tne public relations campaign so carefully
constructed and so effectively executed by the paid propagandists
i)f Bgijing not be successful and the true story about China be re-
ayed.

Since I so strongly agree with most of the statements that you
just made, allow me to begin with a general observation that puts
this visit in its proper perspective. I disagree with this Administra-
tion’s China policy. Having said that, however, let me state for the
record that I am convinced that the commitment to human rights
of this Administration is far stronger than was the commitment to
human rights of the previous Administration. While we can discuss
ad nauseam and ad infinitum the human rights policies of the
Bush Administration and the Clinton Administration vis-a-vis
many countries on the face of this planet, and while I share your
concern with respect to the Clinton Administration’s human rights
policy with respect to China, the record must show that Clinton-
Gore has a far greater commitment to human rights than did
Bush-Quayle. That Secretary Albright has a far greater commit-
ment to human rights than did Jim Baker. And that on balance,
this Administration is far more sympathetic to human rights con-

- cerns across the globe than was the previous Administration.

Let me state at the outset that I look forward to listening to our
witnesses as one who has unbounded admiration for China as a
civilization and a culture. Chinese civilization and culture is obvi-
ously one of the great civilizations and cultures on the face of this
planet. Nothing would please me more than the opportunity for
that culture and that civilization to blossom in freedom and in
growing friendship with the United States.

Let me also at the outset, Mr. Chairman, put to rest perhaps the
most preposterous notion that many who oppose our position claim
with respect to U.S./China policy. There is an attempt on the part
of many, and many in the Administration, to juxtapose a policy of
engagisrment with a policy of isolation. That is a phonﬁ Jjuxtaposi-
tion. No one is more committed to engagement with China than I
am, and I believe you are. What we are calling for is an engage-
ment which is consonant with fundamental American principles
and values. No one in his right mind is advocating isolating one
and a quarter billion human beings. All of us recognize the enor-
mous importance China will play in Asia and in the Pacific. All of

o T |
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us are hoping for a prosperous, peaceful and democratic China. So
I reject categorically the juxtaposition of engagement versus isola-
tion, however high the authority may be who is pursuing that line.

Our problem with China of course is manifold. Todgay we are
dealing with human rights. But let me for the record state that I
am, as I am sure you are too, Mr. Chairman, profoundly concerned
with China’s role ‘in the proliferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion. I am profoundly concerned with the )profoundly unfair trade
relations between the United States and China, a trade imbalance
which will exceed $40 billion. I am profoundly concerned with the
subtle undermining of political democracy in Hong Kong. The on-
slaught on the free and democratic Taiwan. And of course the out-
rageous performance of this Chinese regime in Tibet.

ynical photo opportunities by the President of China seeking
out the most sacred places of American democracy in Philadelphia
or Williamsburg or elsewhere, will not suffice to cover up the
shameful human rights record of the Chinese Government. The
record is clear. In addition to the litany of items you mentioned,
we will be hearing from my friend, Harry Wu, concerning the sor-
did traffic in organs of executed prisoners, one of the shabbiest as-
pects of China’s policy anywhere on the face of this planet.

I have no doubt in my mind that the almost pathological opposi-
tion of this regime to his holiness the Dalai Lama stems from the
inherent fear of a sick and valueless system when it is confronted
with ultimate moral authority. There is no rational explanation as
to why this vast and powerful country of a 1.2 billion people, with
a vast military apparatus should be afraid of a simple Buddhist
monk in saffron robes without a military, without economic power,
without anything except his moral authority which he juxtaposes
to the powerful reiime in Beijing.

Human rights have, in fact, deteriorated in China in recent
years. Our decoupling of Most Favored Nation treatment issues
from human rights, as you and I and our good friend Congressman
Wolf so ableli; stated at the time, was a mistake when it occurred.
It is my perhaps naive hope that at least in the House of Rep-
resentatives this time around, we will have sufficient votes with
the new coalition emerging, covering the broad spectrum from
human rights activities, through the American labor movement, to
the religious groups, that we might in fact eke out a narrow major-

ity for a victory for the moral position on that issue.

- Let me just say in conclusion, Mr. Chairman, that long after the
Jiang Zemins of this world will have been thrown on the dump
heap of history, the heros in China’s prisons will continue to live
in the minds of men and women across this globe who believe in
human freedom and dignity, in religious freedom, in the right of
people to select governments of their own choosing. This transitory
regime is not here for long in its present form, because the people
of China are as entitled to live in a free and open and democrai-
ically elected society as are the people of Taiwan today, as are the
people of Hungary or the Czech Republic or Poland.

It was not too many years ago when those of us who expressed
hope that the Communist regimes will collapse in the Soviet Union
and in the Soviet Empire were labeled naive. Naivete is on the
other side, mostly on the side of the leaders of the multinational
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giant corporations, who for the sake of a few contracts are ready
to swallow all of the principles taught to them in school here in the
United States. Our great democratic allies are no better in France,
in the United Kingdom and elsewhere, the pursuit of contracts
with China is no less vigorous and shameless as it is by multi-
nationals headquartered in the United States.

But naivete is not on our side. It is on the side of those who hope
that making deals with the devil is a long-term proposition for na-
tional prosperity. I look forward to welcoming to Washington some
leaders of China in the not-too-distant future who will view the
American shrines of democracy not merely as photo opportunities,
but as fountains where they can replenish their yearning for free-
dom. Thank you, Mr, Chairman.

Mr. SMITH. Thank you very much, Mr. Lantos.

Mr. Wolf.

Mr. Wolf, I would note for the record is not a Member of our Sub-
committee, but has been very active on human rights, religious per-
secution in particular, around the world, and most recently has re-
turned from a trip to Tibet where he went incognito and was able.
to ascertain firsthand some of the barbarities that go on every day
and are commonplace in Tibet.

Mr. Wolf.

Mr. LaNTOS. Before Mr. Wolf takes the mike, may I extend my
personal welcome to him. He has been an uncompromising and cou-
rageous fighter for human rights, not only in China, but across the

lobe. He enhances this Subcommittee with his presence and with
is commitment, :

Mr. WoLF. I thank you very much. I'll be very brief. I am goin
onto a meeting. We’re having a group of Congressman Pitts an
others in room 2359 to adopt a prisoners of conscience. So that's
why I will be leaving,

Let me just first, thank Chairman Smith for having this hearing.
I think it can be done in a very courteous way, but I think it's im-

ortant that it be done. I saw several weeks ago that a church in
rance had apologized to the Jewish community for the fact that
they were silent during the Holocaust. I don’t want us to have to
be apologetic to the people of China and the people of Tibet 10 or
15 years from now for the sake that we were quiet during the time
that the President of China was here. So I think these hearings are
vegl appropriate. .
econd, they are very appropriate because when we were in Tibet
last month, most of the Tibetan people told us that they listened
to Radio Free Asia and they listened to Voice of America. So the
coverage of this hearing by Radio Free Asia and Voice of America
will get back to the men and women in Tibet that listen to this
every morning and listen to this every night. _ :

Very briefly, as we listen and think with regard to the visit of
the Chinese President, there are a couple of points that we should
know. One, China does persecute its people because of religious be-
liefs. There are Catholic bishops in jail. Bishop Su was re-arrested
about 3 weeks ago. There are a number of other Catholic bishops
in jail. There are Catholic priests in jail. There are Protestant pas-
tors in jail. They are persecuting the Eeople of Tibet, they are per-
secuting the Moslem population in the Northwest portion of the
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country. China denies its citizens the opportunity to speak out.
They are oppressing the people in China, in Tibet. In Tibet, on the
tops of buildings, there are TV cameras, whereby they are monitor-
ing the people. ’f‘hey have destroyed 4,000 to 5,000 monasteries in
Tibet. Every monastery in Tibet has a cadre of People’s Police, se-
curity bureau or a military that run the place. Tibetan Lhasa is no
longer a Tibetan city. Lhasa has been turned into a Chinese city
because there are more Chinese there than there are Tibetans.

China also runs, and Harry Wu will talk about it, a8 gruesome
slave camp program, whereby there are more gulags now or slave
labor camps in China than there were when Solzhenitsyn wrote the
book “Gulag Archipelago”. For those of you who watched Prime
Time Live a week and a half ago, we know that the Chinese Gov-
ernment has a policy where they are selling organs; whereby they
will take your blood type, your tissue type, and then go into the
prisons and seek out and find a prisoner who has that blood type
and that tissue tyﬁe and execute them for sale of the cornea or

-other organs, the kidneys, for $30,000 to $35,000. The one-child
policy and all of the other things that go on.

So I just want to thank Confgressman Smith. I know there prob-
ably would have been a lot of pressure not to have this hearing.
But had we not had this hearing, and had Mr, Smith and Mr. Lan-
tos and this Committee not had the hearing, then someday we may
very well had to have apologized for being silent. So there’s nothing
more appropriate than to listen to this distinguished panel, and to
be very very courteous, as clearly this Committee will, but to make
sure that it's on the record.

So I want to thank Mr. Smith for the hearings, and look forward
to hearing the witnesses.

Mr. SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Wolf. Again, the intent of this hear-
ing is to bear witness to the truth, especially during this very ap-
propriate time when the President of China is in town.

" Let me again note for the record that I have traveled with Mr.
Wolf to a number of spots, including China. We were in Beijing
Prison No. 1, which was producing items for export. Forty
Tiananmen Square activists were there at that prison camp mak-
ing these articles that were ending up on our shores.

econd, when we met with Li Peng later on in that particular
trip, Mr. Wolf tried to give him a list of imprisoned pastors and
bishops. Mr. Li Peng, the Premier of China, looked at that and set
it aside as if it were a hot potato, and expressed in response to our
comments regarding all of the human rights abuses—including the
imprisonment of religious believers, Buddhists, Catholics, and
other Christians—that it doesn’t happen. It was an absolute, total
denial that these things occur in China, which is all the more rea-
ggn]fwhy we need to bear witness to the truth. So thank you, Mr.

olf.

Mr. Faleomavaega. :
Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I too would like

to offer my personal welcome to our good friend and colleague from
Virginia, Mr. Wolf, to our Subcommittee. I would like to thank you,
Mr. Chairman, for a very profound and eloquent statement that
you offered to the Subcommittee. Certainly you and my good friend,
the gentleman from California, have been such great advocates on
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:\u:lna?hyights in our Nation. I certainly hope that we will continue
o do this. '

Mr. Chairman, I would like to associate myself closely to the
statements made earlier by my good friend and colleague, the gen-
tleman from California, the Ranking Member of our Subcommittee,
for the position and the concerns that he has expressed earlier
abo'\:l; ]the problems pending President Jiang’s visit to our Nation’s
capital.

r. Chairman, I realize there are many concerns. President
Jiang Zemin’s visit to our country has far-reaching implications
quite obviously, touching on the U.S./China relationship and the
question of human rights, question of economic issues, our strategic
and security interests, not only the Asia-Pacific region, but globally
as well. The question of Taiwan, and many other issues I know,
Mr. Chairman, that we need to further examine.

Having recently met with His Holiness the Dalai Lama in
Dharamsala, India, Mr. Chairman, I want to say that my heart
really goes out to His Holiness and to some 2 million Tibetans who
live in exile and as a people without a count?: and without any
sense of identification in terms of what the Chinese Government
has done to them. I sincerely hope that President Clinton, as well
as the Congress, will with as much force as possible, bring to bear
the fact that these beautiful people, the Tibetans, we need to recog-
nize the basic human fundamental rights attending to any people,
that certainly that President Jiang Zemin ought to be made very
much aware of the concern that I have concerning the needs of the
Tibetan peoples.

I would like to also personally welcome our distinguished panel-
ists this afternoon, and look forward to hearing their statements
and comments.

Mr. Chairman, again, I want to thank you for holding this hear-
ing. I hope that we will 'ﬁain substance and especially something
that both Congress as well as the Administration can well address
concerning our relationship with the People’s Republic of China.
Thank you, Mr, Chairman.

Mr. SMITH. Thank you very much.

Mr. Salmon.

Mr. SALMON. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Let me also be one of
the first to congratulate you on holding this hearing today. I think
it's very very timely and very appropriate. As President Jian
comes to visit the United States, I think he needs to get a goo
taste of the opinions here in the United States, and how people
really feel. In a survey, although I respectfully disagreed on policy
on the MFN issue, I also realize that I am out of step with about
80 percent of the American people. I think that’s very noteworthy.
I think it's because most people in the United States recognize that
there are some horrendous things happening in China today, and
that human rights violations are just as commonplace as any other
activity here in the United States would be. I know for a fact, hav-
ing visited there, having met with many of the groups that have
worked with prisoners and trying to get prisoner release programs
moving ahead, that the human rights violations are consistently
happening. There really is virtually little to no improvement in the
human rights scenario in China.

......
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I think that most of us became incensed as we read, or I guess
there were some of us that heard directly, comments from top Chi-
nese officials that said that Tiananmen Square never really hap-

ened, that there wasn’t any massacre at Tiananmen Square. I

now I have spoken to students who were at Tiananmen Square

and saw not only students killed, but children killed. I guess if I
have one thing to say to President Jiang, again, as one who sup-
ports the Most Favored Nation trading status, President Jiang,
stop the lies. Stop the lies from the people that report to you. The
facts are as Mr. Smith and Mr. Lantos and Mr. Wolf and Mr,
Faleomavaega have just described. Nuclear non-proliferation con-
tinues to be a big problem. Human rights violations, religious per-
secution. We could go on and on and on and on.

Yet I, as Mr. Lantos said as well, have no reason to question this
Administration. I have got to believe that in President Clinton’s
heart, that he believes as we do, that human rights violations are
an atrocity. It's an affront to everything that we believe, and that
it must stop. Therefore, I would implore him to take this oppor-
tunity and make it a golden opportunity. To not just make it an
exchanFe of pleasantries and toasts and wonderful words, as has
probably happened in past Administrations as well.

This is a golden opportunity to speak from the heart and to lay
it on the line. If we're going to engage, engagement means express-
ing your values. It doesn’t mean backing into a corner because
business interests don’t want you to say anything. It means that
we say the things that we care about and we say it with force, and
we say it with courage. That's what is required right now of the
President, is an opportunity to lay it all on the line. And at the
very least, at the very very very least, he should demand as a good
faith signal as these talks begin, a good faith signal at the very
least would be that Wei Jingsheng would be liberated.

“So I ask the President and Madame Albright, and I am sure all
of those who will be involved in this summit—we’re not asking
them to do an about-face on their China policy. But we are askin
them to take this golden opportunitly to with great force and wit
great courage, stand forward and tell President Jiang just what our
values are, what we stand for, and what we will not continue to
tolerate any longer.

Thank you for holding this hearing.

Mr. SMITH. I want to thank Mr. Salmon for his passion and his
consistency. Over the years, on this issue, while we disagreed in
terms of the means to the end—i.e. Most Favored Nation status—
you have been absolutely indefatigable in your attempts to find
other means, and especially insisting that the truth be told, that
we bear witness.

You might recall, and Members of the whole Subcommittee re-
call, that when General Chi Haotian was here in town and made
those outrageous statements that nobody died in Tiananmen
Square, we very quickly convened a hearing of this Subcommittee
and heard from approximately half a dozen very distinguished peo-

-ple, some of whom were there at Tiananmen Square, who again
Eore witness to the truth so the big lie would not be able to find
fertile fields in the United States or anywhere else.
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Your lEl)oint; on Wei Jingsheng couldn’t be made any stronger. 1
met with Wei when I was there on a trip on human rights. A cou-
ple of weeks later, we met with John Shattuck, the Assistant Sec-
retary for Human Rights and Democracy. The secret policy grabbed
him and incarcerated him. A"Kangaroo trial was held and now he
is imprisoned, and probably without question being tortured, based
on reliable evidence.

So your plea to let Wei go and others like him hopefully will not
fall on deaf ears.

Mr. Clement. .

Mr. CLEMENT. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Wu, and members
of the panel. It's a great honor and a great li;ivilege to have you
vigit with us as well as testify before the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. I represent Nashville, Tennessee. As a Member of Congress
from Tennessee, as well as a Member of Congress from the United
States of America, we are all concerned, and we ought to be con-
cerned about slave labor, religious freedom, and human rights,
whether it pertains to our country as well as other countries.

We are pleased to have the President of the People’s Republic of
China to visit our country, and hopefully through this visit that we
will make some progress that it appears in some fronts we have
not made at all up to the present time. But we have got to h%;h-
light the problems that exist when it comes to human rights. You
can’t shove it under the rug. We have learned fromm World War I _
and World War II, where at times people looked the other way.
They didn’t face up to the consequences. The problem kept growing.
We don’t want the problem to continue to grow. We want to try to
solve these difficult problems. -

I know you are going to share with us today, Mr. Wu, and others,
not what's happened to others, but what has hap‘)ened to you. B
giving those personal observations, hopefully it will be helpful to all
of us to better understand what we're up against in the years
ahead. Thank you. :

Mr. SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Clement.

Let me now introduce our very distinguished panel, beginning in
the order that they will R;esent their testimony. Harry Wu is the
executive director of the Laogai Research Foundation. He was first
arrested as a young student in Beijing for speaking out against the
Soviet invasion of Hungary, and criticizing the Chinese Communist
Party. In 1960, he was sent to the Laogai, the largest forced labor
camp system in the world today, where he was imprisoned for 19
rears in 12 different forced labor camps. When he was finally re-

eased in 1979, Mr. Wu left China and came to the United States
in 1985, as a visiting professor of geology at the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley. In the summer of 1995, Mr. Wu was arrested
by the Chinese Government when he tried to enter China, and was
held for 66 days before being convicted in a trial for stealing State
secrets. He was sentenced to 15 years, but immediately expelled as
ﬂ rﬁ_sult of an extensive international campaign launched on his be-

a .

Since his release, Mr. Wu has continued to work in publicizing
the fight to condemn the laogai, and to document its atrocities. He
is the author of several books. In 1992, he established the Laogai
Research Foundation, which is now recognized as the leading
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source of information on the human rights situation in China’s
forced labor camps.

_Nina Shea is the director of Freedom House’s Center for Reli-
?ous Freedom. She’s been an international human rights lawyer
or 18 years. For the past 11 years, she has focused on the issue
of religious persecution. Ms. Shea has participated in numerous
fact-finding missions to countries throughout the world, and is a .
widely published scholar in the field of religious freedom and
human rights, including a widely acclaimed book on anti-Christian
persecution entitled “In the Lion’s Den”.

Dr. Allen Keller is a member of the International Advisory Board
for the Physicians for Human Rights, in addition to his position as
an assistant professor of clinical medicine at New York niversity
.School of Medicine. Dr. Keller is the director of the Bellevue/NYU
program for survivors of torture, which provides care to survivors
of torture and for their families.

T. Kumar is the advocacy director for Asia and the Pacific for
Amnesty International USA. Mr. Kumar, who has earned degrees
from the University of Pennsylvania Law School and the Inter-
national Institute of Human Rights, was himself a prisoner of con-
science for 5 years in Sri Lanka.

Rizvangul Uighur is the pseudonym of a refugee from East
Turkistan, who has personally experienced and witnessed many in-
cidents of persecution carriedy out against the Muslim Uighur com-
munity by Chinese officials and law enforcement personnel. We
would ask that the television cameras not focus on Ms. Uighur dur-
ing her testimony, if they would.

hen Tong is the president of the Democracy for China Fund. He
was a student leader in the Chinese pro-democracy movement in
the late 1980’s that culminated in the Tiananmen Square dem-
onstration. Mr. Tong escaped from China 1 week after the
Tiananmen Square massacre in June 1989, and came to the United
States 3 years later. In July 1992, Mr. Tong was the first promi-
nent Tiananmen Square leader to return to China. Within 2
months of his return, he was arrested in Beijing, but was released
54 cays later in aé)parent response to the international protests
which followed his detention. :

Thank you for appearing today, I say to all of our witnesses.

Mr. Wu, if you would begin.

STATEMENT OF HARRY WU, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, THE
LAOGAI RESEARCH FOUNDATION

Mr. Wu. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for the opportunity to appear
before this Committee. My name is Harry Wu. I am director of the
- Laogai Research Foundation. First I want to truly thank you, Mr.
Chairman, for your constant belief that the case of human rights
is our moral duty, not as an American, but as a human being. You
have used your position to clearly advance this belief. It is m
honor to once again sit before you and your Members and spea
about truth. :

I want to tell you that today I am talking about an ugly practice
in China in our human beings society. It’s a practice that shows
the total disregard the Chinese Government has to rights of its
people. Later I will show a videotape which working together with
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ABC, show you how the organs extracted from the executed pris-
grz::: are for sale on the open market, and even here in the United
8. :

I was Fiven an official Chinese Government document in 1985
that really shocked me at the time. In 1985, this document was a
secret. Only later in 1990, became publicized. The title tells of its
contents, “On the use of the dead bodies or organs from condemned
criminals.” This directive came from the central government judici-
ary department, to prosecutors, the police, the public health depart-
ment, the civil administration department. -

So this is a central government document. Not the local govern-
ment, not an individual hospital document. This document says
that because of advancing medical science in China that allows f{r
successful transplant surgeries, “The following measures are for-
mulated on the use of the dead bodies or organs from condemned
criminals.” The procedure said that the condemned are to be exe-
cuted immediately by means of shooting. Bodies can then bé used
if they are not collected by the families, if the condemned prisoners
consented to donate, or if the families consented.

What does that mean, uncollected? I spent 19 years in Chinese
prison camp. Once I was sentenced to death. My family would not
come to the place to collect my body. Then my body becomes gov-
ernment property. In Chinese practice, once you are condemned by
the government, you become an enemy of the party, enemy of the
government. Your family, including your parents, your friends,
your love, they have to separate from you. They have to publicly
condemn you. In my 19 years in jail, my family never came to see
me. So there are a lot of so-called uncollected bodies that become
government property.

Today the Chinese Government said many prisoners and their
family have consented. But we interviewed many police;- doctors,
and the families; no one knows that there is a so-called procedure
of consent.

The document continues to direct the hospitals and the courts on
how to coordinate and carry out the execution process. It states,
“Use of dead bodies or organs from condemned criminals must be
kept strictly confidential. Only in real need, and upon the approval
of the People’s Court executing the death penalty, can operation ve-
hicles, medical vehicles from medical institutions be allowed to
enter into the execution ground to remove organs. But vehicles
with the logo of medical institutions are not to be used, and white
clinic garments are not to be worn. The execution ground should
be guarded until the operation is completed.”

A Chinese doctor right now living in London, he told me how he
was arranged by the Party committee of the hospital to wait in the
vehicle. They heard the shooting. Two minutes later, they went to
the place to bring the body. Then the vehicle was driving to the
cremator. On the way, of course the doctor is ver{) busy, removed
the kidney, spleen, liver, heart, cornea, whatever they want. When
they arrived at the cremator, according to the document, the cre-
mator has to timely and secretly cremate the body. Actually, he
said it’s no longer a body. It's human meat.

This document is the guideline that acts today as the official pol-
icy on harvesting organs from Chinese death row prisoners. This
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practice is barbaric. A government may have a policy according to
_their political purpose to execute the criminals, but it is against all
basic rights to then steal the organs of the dead man or woman for
sale domestically and internationally.

In 1994, I conducted an interview with an official, hospital offi-
cial in China, who said “The sources of our kidneys can be from do-
nors who have died in traffic accidents or from brain-dead people.
If the donors are brain-dead——"We asked what brain-dead means.
The police later explained to me, if we shoot him below the head
it means immediately the person is brain-dead. Then the hospital
“contacts appropriate government units to find out when we can
obtain organs. Policies of the State do not permit contact with our
donors.” She continued ﬁoing on, “Things in our country are dif-
ferent from yours.” At the time, I posed as an American wealthy
family with my hidden camera. “We can do what is impossible from
the legal point of view in your country” meaning the United States.
.“As to contact with the kidney donors, it is impossible. But we
gtua”ranteed that our kidneys are healthy, and are of excellent qual-
i _

The doctors and hospital officials in China are very careful not
to discuss how such brain-dead donors died. No consent forms are
given to the patients. In China, there are very few families that
would consent for prisoners to donate their organs. So far as we
know, according to Chinese procedure, for the execution, never in-
form the family. We have a document right here. After the execu-
tion, inform the family.

The organs from cf;ath row prisoners actually in China is an
open secret. If you are the patient, if you travel to China for a kid-
ney transplant, it’s not really difficult to find a source. I have
worked to document the entire process of executions and organ
transplants in China. In 1994, I went back to China with BBC and
visited a couple of hospitals and many patients, doctors, policemen,
and government officials. Earlier this year in 1997, I went to Thai-
land. There’s a report that said in the last couple of years, 47 Thai
patients went to China and all of them recognized their kidney has
come from executed prisoners. The average fee they pay is in U.S.
dollars, $26,600. Some of them not only give the money to the hos-
pital, also spend money for these executioners.

There is a woman from Thailand, later you will see in the ABC
film. She told me about the whole process. She said the doctor and
nurse frequently emphasize one word, “fresh”. Unfortunately today
she can not come over here, but her story is remarkable.

In the investigation with ABC News, we found an advertisement
in a Chinese language newspaper which is based in New York last
June. The advertisement said, “Organ transplant in China. Don’t
miss the opportunity. Call the number——" a (203) number, which
means in Connecticut. The number led us to a Dr. Dai Yong, a stu-
dent at the University of Bridgeport, Connecticut and his wife.

Then I posed as a wealthy patient and contacted Mr. and Mrs,
Dai. The two brokers very openly were talking about the source of
the organs. “Regarding the prisoners’ health, they are all given
physical check-ups and blood tests.” T}%g’y were not at all hesitant,
and even they went further and said, “We know it comes from exe-
cuted prisoners. Before Harry Wu made trouble, we didn’t know
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anything. The government didn’t do anything. Now the government
has a procedure, and asks the prisoners to sign a paper.

We were not the first people who were sold an organ by these
people. This couple is still in the United States. It is illegal in the
- United States to sell organs. I fully expect that the Justice Depart-
ment will investigate this case and quickly take proper actions. As
Mrs. Dai said, “They have a lot to choose from.” A Chinese medical
journal shows the number of the Chinese kidney transplant cases
18 growing year after year. In 1991, there were 1,771 cases. In
1992, 1,905. In 1995, 2,382 cases. In 1996, there were 2,792. Chi-
nese sources said that by the end of 1996, there were a total of
8,759 kidney trans]plant cases. According to an Amnesty Inter-
national report, at least 90 percent of them come from death row
prisoners.

At the same time, the number of record executions, also as docu-
mented by Amnesty International, is also growing. Accordin§ to an
Amnesty International report, there were 3,110 individuals con-
demned to death in China in 1995, and with 2,190 recorded execu-
tions. But according to 1996 report, Amnesty International docu-
mented 6,100 death sentences, and recorded 4,367 known execu-
tions. Today, the People’s Republic of China on the record of execu-
tions is the No. 1 country in the world. Today, 75 to 80 percent exe-
cutions of the world happens in the People’s Republic of China. Our
research identified 88 different facilities in China that carry out
kidney transplants. Chinese sources show that a large number of
the largest hospitals are run by the Chinese military, the People’s
Liberation Army. Of the three facilities that have more than 1,000
kidney transplant procedures in their history, two are military
medical university hospitals. Because the military all the time have
the privilege, also the privilege of these death row prisoners.

The central role of the military hospitals in the systematic har-
vesting of prisoner’s organs shows further the total involvement of
all institutions of the Chinese Government and this disgusting
process. The use of the executed prisoners’ organs is a coordinated
government policy sanctioned by the Communist regime, and lines
the pockets of the officials and military with bloody money.

This government, according to communism idea, set up their law.
According to this Communist law, the government arrested people
and sent them to death and arranged their hospital and the doctor.
Chinese doctors are government employees, and go to the execution
ground, remove the organ from them. Many of them sell it to inter-
national markets, earning hard currency from human bodies. It has
not happened in our history, human history.

I want this practice stopped. I want the Congress and the Ad-
ministration to do all it can during Jiang Zemin'’s visit to tell him
we know he has lied to us, we know what is going on today in
China. We want to stop it. Jiang Zemin as the President of this
government, of this country, is totally absolutely responsible for
this crime. I call upon the President to raise this issue tomorrow
in his face-to-face discussion with Jiang. If the President does not
confront China, or force it to face its ugly practices, then the Chi-
nese Communists will know that their behavior has no con-

sequences.
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Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for taking a leading position in this
Congress on this issue. Thank you so much.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Wu appears in the appendix.]

Mr. SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Wu. Thank you for continuing to
bring information that very few people have been able to garner
about what's truly going on in China, and for your passionate wit-
neﬁg toSd}?y to the barbarity of what’s i)eing done to these prisoners.

s. Shea.

STATEMENT OF NINA SHEA, DIRECTOR, PUEBLA PROGRAM ON
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM, FREEDOM HOUSE

Ms. SHEA. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for inviting Freedom
House to testify today at these critically important hearings on
human rights in China. It is essential that China’s President, Jiang
Zemin, know that the American people are truly concerned with
human rights, and you have provided an important platform for us.
Thank you.

My testimony today focuses on the persecution against the Chris-
tian minority in China. It is based on the findings of two fact-gath-
ering missions to China that Freedom House has conducted over
the past 5 months, information and testimony provided to us by
networks of Chinese underground Protestants and Catholics, docu-
ments and statements of China’s Government and party officials,
and an extraordinary October 24th statement of Fides, which is the
publication of the Vatican’s society for the propagation of faith as
well as reports of American and foreign Christians who traveled to
China in recent months.

I will summarize my testimony. I'd like to include for the record
a list of 30 _.riority cases that we have compiled of both Catholics
and Protestants in some form of detention or under house arrest
gzr religious reasons, as well as the Vatican’s document of October

Mr. SmrTH. Without objection, those two documents will be made
a part of the record.

[The information referred to appears in the appendix.]

Ms. SHEA. Thank you. Mr. Chairman, China is continuing and
intensiff;ying its campaign against the Christian underground. The
intensifying persecution is pervasive, though uneven in degree of
brutality. The centers of greatest Christian population, in Henan,
in Hebei, Zhejiang, and Jiangxi, are among those suffering the
greatest crackdown. The public security bureau police have tor-
tured a number of underground Christians over the past year, in-
cluding brutal beatings that have maimed and even killed, binding -
detainees in excruciating positions, hanging detainees from their
limbs, tormenting them with electric batons and other implements,
and crushing the feet and ankles of Christians while they are
forced to kneel. :

China’s persistent and intensifying persecution of Chinese Chris-
tians is a direct result of China’s policy that all Christian worshi
must occur within government-sanctioned organizations. Bot
evangelical Protestants and Roman Catholics who choose to wor-
ship independently are stating that this is the worst s)eriod of per-
secution for them since the catastrophic Cultural Revolution.



16

China has more Christian prisoners and detainees than any
other country in the world. Protestants are being arrested and tor-
tured for holding prayer meetings, preaching, and distributing bi-
bles without State approval. Roman Catholic priests, including 10
Catholic bishops, are currently imprisoned under some form of
house arrest or have disappeared after celebrating mass and ad-
ministering the sacraments without official authorization. Chris-
tian prisoners are often held in deplorable prison conditions, with
some being forced to work as veritable slaves of the State in labor
camps throughout the country. _ ’

Detailed and credible reports documented that three evangelicals
and one Catholic priest have been beaten to death by police over
the past year because of their independent religious activities. Over
the past year, since China reinvigorated its campaign to register all
Christian congregations, hundreds of Protestant and Catholic
house churches have been raised and forcibly closed or demolished.
The popular Catholic shrine at Dong Lu has been smashed, and bi-
bles and other property of un-registered Christians have been arbi-
trarily confiscated, and steep fines imposed on their owners.

Since last year, members of the Christian underground have
noted that authorities have adopted harsher tactics. In particular
they report that authorities have begun to target undergrouné
house church leaders for arrest, giving them 3-year sentences of re-
education and labor camps.

For Protestants, Henan Province is one of the areas hardest hit.
Protestant leaders report that about 40 percent of inmates in
Henan laogai or labor camps are there for belonging to the Chris-
tian underground. In Henan no. 1 labor camp, approximately 50
out of 126 inmates are imprisoned for underground church activi-
ties. During the Freedom House team’s visit there last May, 85
house church Christians were rounded up and arrested in two
dragnet operations in Zhou Kou, Henan Province.

On Murch 16, Peter Xu, perhaps the most important under-

ound Protestant leader in China, who heads the enormous New

irth Church movement, was arrested and jailed with seven others
in Henan. Last month, Xu was sentenced to 10 years in ihe. labor
camp, one of the harshest sentences in 15 years given out for
Christian activities.

The Freedom House team received reports that 300 Protestants
have been arrested in Louyang Jail in Henan since July a year ago.
It was in Henan that Zhang Xiuju, a 36-{year-old woman was beat-
en to death by police during an arrest for underground Christian
activities on May 26, 1996.

There are many other examples of torture and brutal treatment
in my testimony. I'll refer to the written record for that. I just want
to mention that the extraordinary issue of the Vatican-linked publi-
cation Fides, which came out on O:tober 24, stated—and by the
way, the name of this document is called “China, Elimination of
Underground Christians”—this Vatican statement said, “The secu-
rity forces of the party have unleashed a struggle afainst the un-
derground Catholic communities, those not controlled by the Patri-
otic Association. In a certain sense, this is real elimination.”

Mr. Chairman, there have been a number of official documents
that have been leaked and smuggled to the West. One is the
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Donglai Township Committee of the Communist Party from last
November, which outlines procedures for the eradication of the un-
derground Roman Catholic church; steps that include systematic
brain washing, ideological struggle sessions, and criminal prosecu-
tion of pro-Vatican Catholics. Similar Communist Party documents
outlining the special “class struggle” for the suppression of both the
Protestant and Catholic underground in various parts of Zhejiang
Province have also surfaced in recent months.

Freedom House’s Center on Religious Freedom estimates that
China’s Christian population, both underground and registered,
both Catholic and Protestant, number between 40 and 60 million.
Millions of these Christians have joined the underground because
the members of the government-registered churches are restricted.
Patriotic churches, that is, the government-sanctioned churches,
have to be organized in the same church body. That is, one denomi-
nation, and are restricted in working with people under 18. The
clergy can not preach outside of their own area. The clergy and
venue must be approved by the government, and church services
and members are subject to monitoring.

The Patriotic Catholic Church can not accept the authority of the
Pope. Sermons must stick to approved topics. All Patriotic preach-
ers must steer clear of forbidden topics like the second coming of
Christ, the New Testament’s gifts of the spirit, the Old Testament’s
story of creation, and must steer clear of preaching against abor-
tion, which is part of the State’s draconian one-child policy.

The Chinese Government is censoring portions of tKe official
Catholic catechism. China imposes impediments to the Roman
Catholic Church as an institution by Barring the Vatican from
making episcopal appointments in China and the government, in
fact, makes its own appointments for bishops of the Catholic
church inside China. ,

While on trips to the West, Mr. Chairman, China’s political lead-
ers and religion commissars portray China’s current religious envi-
ronment as “a golden period”. They state otherwise to the Chinese
people. China’s President Jiang Zemin’s own remarks indicate zero
tolerance for religious freedom. He said that State religious polic
is to “actively guide religion so that it can be adapted to the social-
ist society.” President Jiang said that in the March 14, 1996, edi-
tion of the People’s Daily. A year before, President Jiang Zemin de-
clared to the Religious Affairs Bureau that “we are engaged in a
secret struggle against the church.” He then went on to outline
three “sentences” for religious policy. “A comprehensive and correct
implementation of party religious policy, strict supervision over re-
ligious affairs according to the law, and act of guidance of religion
toward adaptation to socialist society.”

Mr. Chairman, the extraordinary document published on October
24 by the Vatican’s press organ Fides, which provides details of the
government’s persecution against Chinese Catholics in recent
times, concludes, “If during the meeting between President Jian
Zemin and President Clinton religious rights are not clearly ad-
dressed, there is little hope for the world.” Freedom House concurs.
Thank you. .

[The prepared statement of Ms. Shea appears in the appendix.]

Mr. SMITH. Thank you, Ms. Shea, very much for your testimony.
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Dr. Keller.

STATEMENT OF ALLEN KELLER, M.D., PHYSICIANS FOR
HUMAN RIGHTS :

Dr. KELLER. Thank you. As a physician who spends a significant
portion of his time caring for torture survivors, first I would like
to acknowledge the leadership that you, Congressman Smith, have
shown on issues of importance to torture survivors, including co-
sponsoring with Congressman Lantos the Torture Victims Relief
Act, a bill which provides assistance to torture survivors in this
country and abroad, and which hopefully will be reintroduced as
soon as possible. I also want to thank Congressman Wolf for his
leadership and voice on issues of importance toward Tibet.

I am a member of the International Advisory Board of Physicians
for Human Rights and appear today on PHR’s behalf. Today I
present the findings from an extensive investigation conducted by
Physicians for Human Rights and contained in our report, “Strik-
ing Hard, Torture in Tibet”. This investigation evaluated the fre-
quency of torture among a sample of Tibetan refugees in
Dharamsala, India, which I conducted in collaboration with a team
of five other health professionals. I would also like to acknowledge
that one of m‘r‘ colleagues, Mr. Glen Kim, is here with us today.
Glen is a fourth year medical student at New York University, and
;em‘iinds me that the future of the medical profession is in good

ands.

In this study, we interviewed 258 Tibetan refugees, asking them
about a history of abuse, conducting detailed physical examinations
on those who reported a history of torture. Our findings strongly
suggest that torture is part of a widespread pattern of abuse, not
an 1solated phenomena, and that torture continues to be used rou-
tinely by Chinese authorities in Tibet as a means of political re-
pression, punishment, and intimidation. Thus, it is important when
President Clinton meets with Chinese President Jiang Zemin, Mr.
Clinton should recognize that he is sitting down with the leader of
a country which routinely tortures men, women, and children.

In the PHR study, we found that more than one in seven of the
Tibetan refugees we interviewed reported being tortured by the
Chinese authorities while living in Tibet. All of these cases of tor-
ture were determined by PHR investigators to be highly credible.
Many of these cases of torture had in fact occurred within the past
2 years. Those tortured included monks and nuns, as well as la
persons, political activists, as well as ordinary citizens and chil-
dren. Nearly half of the 258 refugees we interviewed reported hav-
ing a family member or close friend who had been tortured. It's
been said that when one individual in the community is tortured,
the entire community is tortured. This is because of a ripple effect
of fear and terror. Tragically, the risk of being tortured in Tibet re-
mains all too common.

The most frequently reported forms of torture included severe
beatings, electric shocks with cattle prods on the face, arms, and
genitals, suspension in painful positions, witnessing others bein
tortured, deprivation of food or sleep, and mock executions. One ad-
olescent boy who we interviewed reported being submerged in
water and then thrown onto an electrified bed.
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Let me share with you one of the testimonies from a Tibetan tor-
ture survivor who we interviewed and examined. I will acknowl-
edge that these reports are extremely upsetting to hear. I am even
more upset that I have to present them. NR, a Buddhist monk, was
18 years old when he was reportedly arrested and imprisoned for
3 months for distributing freedom pamphlets at a pro-independence
demonstration, and for possessing a picture of the Dalai Lama.

These are his own words. “The Chinese police tied my hands and
suspended me from the ceiling, and then punched and kicked me,
and shocked me all over my gody with electric cattle prods. They
shocked me on the genitals so that my genitals bled and later got
infected, and it was difficult to urinate. They also beat me on the
feet with sticks. In the winter, I was made to stand naked against
a cold wall for 3 to 4 hours at a time a few times each week. I was
also put in solitary confinement. The Chinese police repeatedly
beat me with a stick on my thigh until the stick broke and splin-
tered into the skin. It got infected and it took a long time to heal.
I wasn’t given any medical care for this. One time when I said
Tibet was free, a prison official put a gun to my head and threat-
ened to kill me.”

NR continues to suffer from symptoms of depression, anxiety,
and post-traumatic stress disorder. He reports difficulty concentrat-
ing, and often gets headaches. He also reports that he easily gets
upset. On physical examination, he has a scar on his leg consistent
with the injury which he describes.

It's hard to imagine anyone could torture a Buddhist monk or
nun, let alone a child. Tragically, the Chinese Government’s torture
of Tibetan children appears common. Fifteen percent of the torture
survivors we examined were 16 years old or younger at the time
of their abuse. For example, NC, a Buddhist nun, was 16 years old
when she was imprisoned for 2 years for chanting in a public
square, “Long live Tibet. Free Tibet.” “During the first month I was
in prison, I was tortured often. I was beaten many times and elec-
trocuted all over my body. When the Chinese tortured me, they
would yell, “Why do you demonstrate? Don’t you know the Chinese
are good for you? You must not say Tibet is free. Tibet is part of
China.” One time they took my blood with a syringe, even thoug
I told them not to.” :

NC reports that she frequently saw others being beaten and tor-
tured. On one occasion, she reports witnessing a young man ap-
proximately 21 years old being beaten. She reports he was subse-
quently shot in the head. “Since my torture” she says, “I am not
S0 weﬁ’. I also feel my nerves are not so good. When I see people
protesting, I think about what happened, and I get very upset. But
flstill must protest. In Tibet we have no political or religious free-

om.”

We judge such reports of torture to be highly credible. The vic-
tims of torture still suffered physical and psychological symptoms
-as a result of their abuse. Scars, neurologic problems, and mus-
cular-skeletal disorders were common. Almost all had symptoms of
depression and anxiety such as recurrent nightmares and flash-
backs of their torture. The terror of torture is intended to spread
beyond the individual victims we examined. The knowledge that
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anyone detained by Chinese authorities is likely to be tortured is

used to cow the Tibetan people into submission.

Clearly, individuals detained for their political activities are at
high risk of being tortured. Ninety four percent of the people in our
survey who reported being detained because of their political activi-
ties, also reported being tortured. But it wasn’t just political dis-
sidents who were tortured. Our investigation found that Tibetans
detained by Chinese authorities for a variety of reasons other than
political activities, such as arguing with a Chinese shopkeeper or
trying to cross the Tibetan border, were tortured as well.

Physicians for Human Rights is very concerned that constructive
engagement appears to be a policy whereby the Administration
talks about human rights privately to the Chinese authorities, but
exercises none of the leverage that it possesses to achieve positive
change. In this regard, we note that China was granted an official
summit meeting in the United States which was greatly prized,
without having achieved a single human rights concession. PHR
strongly urges the Administration to re-establish human rights
linkages to those things that China most desires: a State visit by
the President of the United States, permission to import high tech-
nology American goods, and admittance into the World Trac?e Orga-
nization.

The United States should also continue to urge that the U.N.
Commission on Human Rights examines human rights problems in
China and Tibet, and support a resolution on China next year. The
failure of this year’s resolution was largely due to the lateness and
ambivalence ofy the U.S. effort, and the negative signals other coun-
tries received as a result.

No amount of explanation or political analysis can justify Presi-
dent Clinton refusing to mention by name Chinese political pris-
oners, such as Wei Jingsheng, or remain silent about the wide-
spread use of torture in Tibet as a means of political repression
and cultural destruction. President Clinton should insist that Chi-
nese authorities refrain from the use of torture in Tibet, and honor
the international conventions to which China is a signatory, includ-
ing the Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel Inhumane or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

Furthermore, President Clinton should insist that Chinese Gov-
ernment permit access to Tibet and to detention facilities, prisons,
and labor camps, by the United Nations and international humani-
tarian organizations such as the International Committee of the
Red Cross and other human rights organizations. :

When I was in Dharamsala, India, I had the privilege of meeting
with the Dalai Lama. During our discussion about our findings, he
commented to me that he thought it was so important that we
speak out about these issues because he felt the world was largely
ignorant of the atrocities being perpetrated against the Tibetans.
He said to me, “We must not whisper. We must not talk. We must
shout about what we have seen.” ‘

It is the President’s moral responsibility, it’s all of our moral re-
sponsibility to end torture in Tibet, and to speak out about the sus-
tained brutal assault on the Tibetan community. Thank you.

[The prepared statement of Dr. Keller appears in the appendix.]
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Mr. SMITH. Dr. Keller, thank you very much for that very com-
prehensive statement, and for bearing witness today to the truth
of what’s going on in Tibet.

Mr. Kumar.

STATEMENT OF T. KUMAR, ADVOCACY DIRECTOR FOR ASIA,
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL/USA

Mr. KUMAR. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Amnesty International wishes to express its gratitude for invit-
ing us to testify in this timely hearing. This is timely because of
course the President of China is going to have a summit after the
Tiananmen Square massacre. It 1s also significant because China
as a nation is increasingly becoming powerful in Asia as well as
around the world. So any practice, any abuses that China can get
away with is going to set an example to other countries that they
can also get away with those abuses.

I would also like to congratulate you for inviting someone from
Xinjiang Province. We are concerned about the abuses that are tak-
ing place in that part of China, which has not been so told to the
outside world.

Today’s hearing is about U.S./China relations. Is the constructive
engagement working? That’s the title. I would like to phrase that
to include, is the current form of constructive engagement working?
If the numbers and research speaks for itself, then of course we all
can agree that the current form of constructive engagement is not
working. We did not see any significant movement in the release
of prisoners. There are at least 2,000 political prisoners in jail for
the last couple of years. We did not see any decrease in the perse-
cution of religious minorities. We did not see any decrease in en-
forcing the one-child policy by forcibly aborting and sterilizing
women who cross the line by having a second chi1§ or are pregnant
with their second.

We have seen a disturbing increase in the death penalty. Mr.
Chairman. Amnesty International opposes death penalty without
any reservation, no matter what excuses anyone may have. China
has executed more than 4,600 people last year alone. This is the
minimum number we are talking about. It may be higher.

We, Amnesty International and other human rights organiza-
tions, did not get access until now. So if the result speaks for itself,
definitely the current form of constructive engagement is not pro-
ducing any results.

I would like to move a little bit to say how the Administration
is practicing or enforcing its current form of constructive engage-
ment. They claim that they have raised the issue of human rights,
ranging from political prisoners tc torture to issues in Tibet, to reli-
gious persecution in private. B

The best form of raising the issue in an international forum is
the U.N. Human Rights Commission. We like to congratulate for
at least cosponsoring it, but we found disturbing signals that there
is no solid diplomatic muscle behind those resolutions. The timing,
the last minute of cosponsorinﬁ of the resolution, and not putting
enough work or pressure to make sure that it passes, is not produc-
ing results. So if that’s the form of constructive engagement the
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Administration is talking about, we are really disturbed about their
definition of constructive enga%ement. .

The second issue that I would like to"talk about, is the Adminis-
tration’s practice of constructive engagement. We have no concerns
about President Clinton meetini with President Jiang Zemin. It’s
a protocol. But last December, when the Defense Minister of China,
General Chi visited the United States, President Clinton met with
him in the White House. He was given the red carpet welcome.
General Chi is not only the Minister of Defense, he was also the
commander in charge, when the Tiananmen Square demonstra-
tions were taking place in Beijing. ‘

He had the operational control over the troops in Tiananmen
Square. In effect, he is answerable to the deaths and destruction
that took place in Tiananmen Square in 1989. According to Am-
nesty International, we have documented at least 1,000 people
were killed. It's a very conservative figure. To this day, no inde-
pendent inquiry has taken place to investigate why it happened
and who is answerable to these killings.

~If this is the constructive engagement the Administration is talk-
ing about, if this is the way the Administration wanted to enforce
its constructive en%agement, we can bet that the human rights sit-
uation in China will go from bad to worse. It’s already bad. It may
get worse.

The best analysis of constructive engagement came in the 1996
human rights report of the State Department. If that report is a
yardstick, then the Clinton Administration is getting zero marks
for it, constructive engagement. We welcome active constructive en-
gagement, not passive constructive enfagement.

f constructive engagement is a code word to be silent, then we
all should be aware that we should not keep quiet about this con-
structive engagement philosophy that the Administration is push-
in% forward today.

’s interesting to note that the Administration is having a con-
structive engagement when it comes to trade. They actively pro-
mote trade, actively raise their voices when there is a single inci-
dent when international tradin% organizations have any problems
in China. As a policy, Amnesty International does not take a posi-
tion on MFN. So we are not a sanction organization. But we are
concerned that constructive engagement is actively practiced when
it comes to trade, but it is not at all practiced with that same rigor
when it comes to human rights. We want to ask the Administration
to actively pursue human rights the way you pursue trade.

In a nutshell, Mr. Chairman, the current constructive engage-
ment is a failure. It’s sad. It's an utter failure. But there is time
for the Administration to change. There is time for the Administra-
tion to become active in terms of pursuing human rights by giving
equal priority to trade and human rights. :

Thank you again for inviting us. -

[The prepared statement of Mr. Kumar appears in the appendix.]

Mr. SMITH. Thank you very much, Mr, Kumar. I think we should
all sit up and take notice of Amnesty International, which has a
sterling reputation for clarity and fairness and impartiality, wheth-
er it be investigating a dictatorship on the right or on the left.
When you say constructive engagement is a failure, I would hope

<
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that every Member of Congress and the Administration would sit
up and take notice, because it’s a very powerful statement. Thank
you for your testimony.

Just let me say that all of your statements will be made a part
of the record. I notice you did that one orally without referring to
your notes. So I do thank you for that.

Mr. KUMAR. I have actually submitted one.

Mr. SMiTH. That will be made a part of the record.

Ms. Uighur.

STATEMENT OF RIZVANGUL UIGHUR, UIGHUR REFUGEE

Ms. UiGHUR. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My name is Rizvangul
Uighur. I am a Uighur from East Turkistan which the Chinese call’
Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region. I am very grateful for the op-

ortunity to testify on Chinese human rights abuses in my mother-

and on behalf of oppressed, forgotten people there. As you can see

from my appearance, I am not a Chinese. My mother tongue is not
Chinese. My culture is Turk culture. The Uighur history has no
connection whatsoever to Chinese. My motherland was taken over
by Chinese Communists in 1950.

It is obvious to everyone, Chinese Government’s policy, especially
after implementing the so-called Number 7 Act of the PRC Central
Standing Committee hosted by Mr. Jiang Zemin clearly stated the
discriminatory policy toward t)f’\e Uighur and other indigenous pop-
ulations of Eastern Turkistan. I regret that I don’t have time to list
all the abuses caused by the PRC. However, I would like to take
this chance to give you what I know about the February 5th and
6th incident of this year which the Chinese Government shame-
lessly labeled as riot-organized by a small number of separatists.
The reality is nowhere close to the Chinese official description of
the event.

Ghulja is a city with Uighur majoritg. It’s situated in the north-
ern part of Eastern Turkistan. In Uighur cultural tradition, there
are cultural gatherings called Mashrap, a county-level unofficial
soccer competition organized by Uighurs, and some other religious

atherings. All these normal activities are considered counter-revo-
utionary activities by Chinese officials, and banned completely.
The purpose is obvious. They want to systematically destroy our
culture, religion, history, and traditional activities and finally to
genocide Uighur as a whole. ~ :

Uighurs are born Muslim, It is our religious tradition to gather
together to pray during the holy Ramadan. On the eve of Ramadan
on February 5th in Ghulja, ordmarf believers were offended by the
arrests of 30 prestigious religious leaders by the Chinese Govern-
ment. They were shocked by the arrests, especially the young folks -
could no longer tolerate. Six hundred young people took to the
streets, walking toward city government, demanding release of
those religious figures. On their way, they were brutally stopped by
police and the Faramilitary forces. Police violently dispersed crowds
using electrical clubs, water cannon, and tear gas in the freezing

day.

'i:he second day, an even bigger demonstration was held after
Uighurs all over town heard about the incident. Chinese police and
paramilitary forces were ordered to shoot to the crowd, and killed
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167 people, and succeeded in suppressing the rally. Afterwards, the
Chinese policemen arrested over 5,000 demonstrators, including
elder, young women and children in a single day on the charge of
intending to split the motherland, conducting criminal activity, fun-
damental religious activity, and counter-revolutionary element.

One of my friends was among the arrested. She is only 20 years
old. She described to me what happened to her that day as follows.
Chinese policemen forced all the arrested Uighurs to take off shoes
and stand barefoot on snow for hours. They also released police
dogs to bite them. One by one, the arrested individuals were called
in for questioning. My friend is a devout Muslim. When she was
called in she was asked, “Are you a Muslim?” My friend replied,
“Yes. Of course I am.” “Where 18 your god?” the policeman asked.

-The girl replied, “God is in my heart.” Then you would not believe
what the policeman did to her. He tore off her clothes and pressed
a burning cigarette on her bare breast and crudely yelled, “If your
god is in your heart now, ask him now, rescue you now.” After-
wards, all the girls from the age of 14 up were locked into Han Chi-
nese male prison cells. The Han prisoners took full advantage of
these innocent souls, and destroyed their spiritual purity.

After the demonstration, we were a little surprised agout the pa-
tience of the Chinese Government in making open executions. Ev-
erything was clear. They were waiting for the United States to
offer Most Favored Nation status to China. Right after MFN was
approved by the Congress, the Chinese Government made the first
open execution of seven Uighurs, and sentenced 23 demonstrators
ranging from 5 years to lifetime. In order to “kill the chicken to
scare the monkeys,” Chinese military forces load them on the open
truck guarded with heavily armed soldiers, humiliatedly drove
slowly through the busy Uighur bazaar and neighborhoods. Durin
that time, crying crowd, including relatives, family members, ang
friends of so-called criminals, followed the trucks to say goodbye.

Guess what the Chinese soldiers did? Would you believe such
cruelty could ever happen in a civilized society? They opened fire
on the ordinary crowd. They killed nine Uighurs on the spot, and
injured over 25. Chinese media could not hide the incident, and of-
ficially admitted and said that the soldiers opened fire on the
“mobs” who wanted to rescue the criminals, the biggest lie one can
ever create. '

I heard Chinese made large-scale secret, execution of the dem-
onstrators, religious figures who refused to comply with the govern-
ment. One of my friend’s brothers was among the secretly executed
Uighurs. His brother was arrested one night in April after the
Ghulja incident. At 3 p.m. the next day, his father and spouse were
informed to pay a final visit for 5 minutes. The young man was ex-
ecuted afterwards without any judicial trial. Nobody knows where
his dead body is. Many other arrested people, nobody can ask
where are they, and are they alive or not, nobody knows until now.

As I told you in the beginning, I was born an Uighur. I didn’t
see any Chinese and I couldn’t speak Chinese when I was young.
But now I saw millions of Chinese migrated in my country. All of
them are transferred by the Chinese Government. We have already
become a minority in our own motherland. ‘
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Let me give you some more examples of the human rights viola-
tions of government that every single Uighur is experiencing now-
adays in their own motherland. One, because of the nuclear test-
ing, there are many deformed children, unknown diseases, and all
kinds of untreatable skin diseases. The Chinese Government claims
that nuclear tests are safe and no harm to the Uighurs who live
surrounding the test site. I want to ask Jiang Zemin why doesn’t
he let Chinese test their n:iclear bombs in their own land if it’s safe
ﬁpddharmless to the human. We Uighurs don’t need bombs of any

ind.

. Two. The birth control policy toward Uighurs is unbearable. Ba-
bies are being killed in delivery rooms without seeing the mother’s
face and the world. Those pure souls died without knowing what
is wrong and who is their mother. The mothers lost their children,
even had no chance to say goodbye to their newborns, whom they
had for 40 weeks of pregnancy, to whom they have many wishes
and in the new life they were dreaming to have with. The reason
for those innocent souls’ death is that their mothers have no birth
permission. For those who gave birth to such a child would encoun-

‘ter maltreatment and ignorance in hospital for their violation of

government birth control policy. Many of the mothers die after giv-
ing birth from the infection and the other diseases caused by such

. treatment. Many of them have no money because many of them

have only money to see a doctor. After all, their family would face
a financial punishment for their violation of government birth con-
trol policy.

Three. On a train from Urumgqi to Beijing, there were only two
Uighurs including me. Suddenly, we saw two policemen walking di-

-rectly to us, bypassing all the Chinese in the train. They rudel

yelled to us, “Show us your identification” and searched over all
our belongings. We were so offended and felt deeply humiliated.
But both of us didn’t say anything since we know from our experi-
ence that if we said something, we would be in big trouble. This
is what every Uighur is experiencing every day, everywhere in the
People’s Republic of China.

Four. We were deprived of our religious rights. The government
employees and the workers are not allowed to pray, to attend reli-
gious school, or go to Mosques openly. I was warned by a Chinese
official that I had to take off my scarf, otherwise, I could not keep
my job. I was forced to pray secretly at home as a consequence.

ank you very much for your attention. I sincerely hope you
could help my people by stopping Chinese inhumane treatment of
Uighurs. Thank you.

[The prepared statement of Ms. Uighur appears in the appendix.]

Mr. SMITH. Thank you very much for that heartbreaking story as
to what is happening to the Uighurs. It is well documented, but
largely unknown. So I think that your being here helps to bring the
plight of the Uighurs to Congress, and hopefully by extension to
the country, the United States. So thank you very much.

Mr. Shen Tong.



26

STATEMENT OF SHEN TONG, PRESIDENT, DEMOCRACY FOR
: CHINA FUND

Mr. SHEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My heart is pounding. I
can hardly restrain myself from bursting into tears listening to the
testimony of this Uighur lady. I want you and other Uighur friends
in this room to know that I as an etg"nic Chinese, I feel the pain
y}(:u are feeling because many of us have gone through the same -
thing.

Eight years ago when I first came to this country after fleeing
the massacre in and around Tiananmen Square, one of the first
things I did was to go to a Tibetan gathering to show my condo-
lences for those who are killed under the Chinese regime and my
grieving for the suffering in Tibet.

I often tell myself and tell others, and today I tell myself again
that we’re so often focusing on the difficulties and sufferings we
have in the struggle to bring democracy and freedom for China and
freedom for the Chinese people, and often lose sight of other brutal-
ities the Beijing regime has conducted against the ethnic minori-
ties, and special regional minorities within the Chinese borders. So
I hope this, my token of expression can in some way ease your
pain. I believe I speak here not only on behalf of myself, as an eth-
nic Chinese, but many of those back in China, Chinese who may
or may not know the details of the suffering, but they are with you.
They suffer the same ills and pain from the same regime.

From there, I want to thank Mr. Chairman, Congressman Wolf,
and other Members of this Committee for arranging this oppor-
tunity for people like this Uighur lady sitting next to me and for
the survivors of the Chinese democracy movement in exile, myself
and Mr. Harry Wu, and for other Americans who have cared deepl
and continuously about what’s ioin on in that part of the worlc{
to present the truth in front of the Committee and in front of inter-
national media. It is a rare moment, a real opportunity for all of
ufs;; I sincerely, from the bottom of my heart, applaud you for this
effort.

This goes to the heart of what I want to say here today. That
this is a kind of message people in China who are fighting for their
freedoms, either their national self-determination, or basic human
rights in different parts of China, this is a kind of message they
need to hear. Change will happen from within. It must happen
from within. It is happening from within. What the freedom fight-
ers in China need the most is a caring outside world. This is ex-
actly the message Americans in the free world can send to people
back in China. ,

Before I came to this testimony, I have been thinking about how
I will present huge amounts of human rights abuses that are hap-
pening in China ever since 1989, and actually before 1989, the bru-
tal crackdown of our peaceful demonstration in Tiananmen and
other cities across China. It is well documented. The figures have
been out there for many years. ‘

So I thought I may make a unique contribution by just puttin
a few faces to those figures, and telling you a few of my persona
friends and close colleagues and their experience, to again, put
their face to what we often hear the figures in thousands, some-
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times tens of thousands in labor camps, even millions, those name-
less people, the victims of that brutal regime. -

My close friend and colleague, Wang Dan, today as I'm speaking,
is serving his seventh year sentence 1n a remote city in the north-
eastern region of China. He is suffering from a number of diseases,
including prostate disease and pharyngitis. Back in 1989, Wang
Dan was a sophomore at Beijing University, where I was a junior.
Today the 28-year-old dissident has spent 7 of the past 8 years in
various prisons. He was in prison first for his leadership role in the
1989 protest. Later he received an 11-year sentence for continuing
his advocacy for political reform in China during his 14-month in-
terval of freedom.

The man who sentenced him, the President of the Beijing regime,
Jiang Zemin, is in town today, and is meeting with President Clin-
ton tomorrow claiming to represent the world’s most populous
country.

A few days ago, I talked to Wang Dan’s mother. She is quite ex-
hausted, not only from the years of worry for her son, but also from
the trips she has to take, thousands of kilometers each month to
the prison because the Chinese Government decided not to jail
Wang Dan in his hometown, Beijing, but rather to put him in a re-
mote city in the northeastern region in China called Jinzhou. They
have to travel every month and sometimes suffer from not being
allowed to visit their son, even after they got there.

Wang Dan’s mother particularly is depressed because last year,
she decided to defend her son in the secret trial Jiang Zemin's re-
gime has held for Wang Dan. Of course that defense was doomed
to fail as all the other defense for similar cases. As a mother, she
couldn’t bear the fact that she could not protect her son from this .
unspeakable 11-year sentence against a young person who was just
26 years old.

- There are many others, but because of time constraints, I won’t

o into many details. Also because what I heard from my co-panel-
i1st about the Uighur situation, that I don’t think I want to go into
details about the torture stories that I know from the families of
my colleagues and friends back in 1989, who had been in jail and
some of them are still in jail. _

Wang Dan and severa'} others I was planning to present, these
are well known dissidents in China. Many of them are well known
internationally. Under the Chinese current regime, these people
are generally treated better than other nameless prisoners. Defi-
nitely all the prisoners in the formal prison are in some ways treat-
ed better than the forced labor camp, which my co-panelist Harry
Wu is an expert on that administrative punishment system. So you
can imagine what they have to go through in different prisons and
laogai, labor camps.

I want to raise the awareness of other forms of punishment also
in China. That not only prison jails people in China, but rather
there’s this coherently conducted police state that using all admin-
istrative and even neighborhood committee means to control people
and giving constant harassment through temporary detentions,
workplace harassment, telephone tapping, and sometimes dis-
connecting lines, tailing people and taking photographs, denyin
work opportunities, complicate post-jail life by not issuing an I
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which is crucial for any travel and finding a job. Even sometimes
planting evidence in order to detain again some of the just-released
prisoners of conscience.

Restricted travel and closing down businesses. To mention just
one, Wei Jingsheng’s brother, who had a fairly prosperous commer-
cial firm, was closed down not long ago. In Chen Zeming’s case,
even the bank account was frozen; his wife couldn’t have the money
to buy the medicine for his illness. So there are many forms of pun-
ishment away from prison cells and forced labor camps. It comes
down to the daily life of those people who dare to speak their
minds, who dare to advocate for improvement for human rights
and democracy. A .

I want to skip many of these cases and go down to the last point
I plan to make. That is, will the Jiang dynasty see a betterment
in the areas of human rights and politica¥ reform? The answer is
so far no. Jiang consolidated his power a few months ago in the
first post-Deng Xiaoping Communist Party Congress in China.
Many viewed Jiang as a technocrat during his long rise to power.
Yet he has the same brutal mentality and the real politick as that
of his predecessors, the first generation of Communist revolution-
aries.

Jiang participated in the decision to end our 7-week nationwide
peaceful demonstration with the June 4th massacre of 1989. In-
deed, he is the biggest benefactor of the massacre. Wang Dan and
other opposition leaders numbering in thousands, have suffered
longer sentences and harsher treatment under Jiang’s regime than
they did under Deng.

In addition, Jiang’s regime has opening denied 49 exile Chinese
nationalists, including Mr. Wu here and myself, the right to return
home, and continuously driven more dissidents into exile.

Looking at the area of rights, the Clinton Administration’s cur-
rent engagement policy as it is has not improved conditions in
China. Would a tougher human rights policy work? Would that fall
into the designs of the Beijing regime that they can play off Euro-
peans, Japanese, the Canadians? The answer is not a clear one. It
is also beyond the scope of my testimony here.

But two things are very clear here. One is that there’s a confu-
sion among the Chinese liberal circles as to where the United
States stands, and subsequently where the free world stands. From
where they are, they see the United States participating in Jiang’s
dirty games such as trading Chinese human rights for protection
of American copyrights, trading Chinese political voices of dissent
for the sale of American nuclear power plants.

Two. The liberal stance, as a consequence of this confusion on

olicy, has been compromised to xenophobic nationalisin in China.
hat over the long run and in the short term, is bad for China and
bad for the U.S./China policy.

The reason I focus on the liberal circles in this testimony is that
I believe it is important to focus on them because the best hope for
a positive future for China and for U.S./China relations is internal
liberal political changes, fostered in an international environment
with a resolute stand on liberal principles in regard to constitu-
tional democracy and human rights, as well as a bold and daring
commitment to internal and exile liberal forces.
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Current strategies of either containment or engagement have all
overlooked the active role the United States can play in bringing
about internal changes desired by the Chinese people. That this de-
sire exists was clearly demonstrated by the pervasive social mobili-
zation behind the calls for greater freedom and democracy in the
spring of 1989, and continuously demonstrated in the last 8 years
in all the field of, as we call it, the self-assertive civil society. In
their daring act, a new generation of emerging opposition leaders
putting out talk shows and liberal journals, magazines and books,
risking their freedom and risking losing their jobs and their family
being harassed, continually pushing for these changes.

" To contain China as some would say in this town, I think is not
an option. To engage Beijing is not a policy. President Clinton is
determined to engage witix éhina. But he should lead this Nation
to engage with the real China, the people, and the liberal future
of China, not with the Beijing regime. He should safeguard Amer-
ican values of liberty and democracy, as well as those of American
business and security interests. He should actively support all posi-
tive development, including not only economic reform and develop-
ment, but also the emergence of a civil society and pro-democrac

eciqrts. In other words, he should contain Beijing and engage witK

ina.

Americans can provide what Wang Dan and the determined Chi-
nese liberal forces need the most, a genuine connection with the
caring outside world through measures such as monitoring rights,
abuses, including forced abortion practice, which is still widely
practiced in China, pressing for human rights improvement, help-
ing the free flow of information and ideas through the Internet and
Radio Free Asia, directly supporting civil society initiatives, and
sending more observers into the U.S. consulate in China.

While we understand, again, that change has to and will come
from within, but under the current repression, it will be a blessing
if the United States can stand its liberal ground to provide a posi-
tive environment for people, for freedom fighters inside China.,

Wang Dan is the conscience of a liberal China. He and his col-
leagues in China and in exile here have the dream to promote a
free society of responsible individuals. Contrary to those in the
Beijing regime and some China experts in the West, we fully un-
derstand the torturous path of China’s modern history. We have
empathy for the pain that all the people, the people in China en-
dure. We are alert to the complex domestic andp international secu-
rity issues China faces, and subsequently political and social stabil-
ity that is important for balanced development.

We defer with the Beijing re%ime on the point of stability. We be-
lieve that stability should be for the good of the country, not the
party in power. It should be for the good of the people, of the Chi-
nese people. That stability is only achieved if a prospering China
also develops respect for human rights, rule of law, and account-
able democratic government, and responsible and peaceful partici-
pation in international affairs. Only then will we have lasting sta-
bility based on the time-honored Chinese tradition of what we call
“an zu”. That means peace and sufficiency, instead of being rich,

powerful and ruthless.

45-508 98 -2
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While Chinese have the misfortune to be ruled by a police state,
we are hopeful, as we were back in Tiananmen Square, we are de-
termined to continue the struggle to transform the economically re-
formed China from a one-party dictatorship to a free China. We be-
lieve this is a winning cause. While the change must and will come
from within, I call on behalf of Wang Dan and the many other
emerging opposition leaders in China. I call for the support from

' the free world. Thank you.

[The Sprepared statement of Mr. Shen appears in the appendix.]

Mr. SMITH. Mr. Shen, thank you very much for your articulate
and persuasive statement. It is so utterly troubling that these vic-
tims become victims simply because of their concern for their fellow
Chinese, and—as you so aptly made a point of in your opening
comments—the Uighurs and others in Tibet and elsewhere that are
brutalized by this dictatorship. You are the people who should be
at least informing policy. You are the wave of the future, notwith-
standing the Li Pengs and the Jiang Zemins and others who cur-
rently occupy those positions.

My hope is that this hearinghis part of an ongoing effort to keep
hope alive, to bear witness to the truth, and to document the atroc-
ities as they are occurring, because they are commonplace as you
pointed out. Forced abortion continues unabated. Religious repres-
sion, as has been pointed out, continues unabated. As Mr. Kumar
pointed out so well, the repression has gotten worse in the religious
area since 1994. It’s as if they are learning all the lessons in the
Beijing dictatorship.

But there are many of us in Congress that care. The concern is
bipartisan. There are conservatives. There are liberals. There are
moderates. Ultimately, we will have our say, whether it be through
linkages to trade or some other way, constructive engagement will
be given some meaning. As Mr. Lantos pointed out, we’re not look-
ing for isolation. But we are looking for accountabiiity. I think you
made a very persuasive argument. This current dictatorship needs
to be put on notice that there are many eyes and ears watching
what they do. We will not stand by idly.

Dan Burton, chairman of the Committee on Government Reform
and Oversight, is here and would like to make a comment.

Mr. BURTON. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I won’t take much time.
I would like to thank the people on the panel and congratulate
them on their very eloquent statements. I only wish every Member
of Congress was sitting in this room today and listening to what
we have heard. I think even in the Congress of the United States,
there is not much of an awareness about the horrible atrocities
that are taking place in China and the countries that they now
dominate surrounding China.

I notice that we have some people from the media here. I apYre-
ciate those who are in attendance. But this room ought to be filled
with cameras. This room ought to be filled with cameras and news
media people so that they can get the message out.

We have got the President of China in the United States right
now. He’s going to be meeting with the President tomorrow and
going to have a big State dinner. We're going to be toasting to him,
the White House is, and patting him on the back. At the very same
time that we’re doing that in this country, our leaders are doing
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that, the President is doing that, millions of people are suffering
in Communist gulags. People are having their human rights vio-
lated. The repression is legion throu%l;x‘?ut that country. The Amer-
ican people are only going to see the President of the %nited States
toasting the head of that Communist repressive government. It’s a
darn shame. It's a darn shame because the media should not only
report upon him being at the White House, but upon what these
people have said here today, who have experienced these atrocities
and have seen them first-hand in Tiananmen Square and the sur-
rounding countries in Tibet and elsewhere. I just think it's tragic
that we in this room are going to be privy to this information, but
very few others throughout the country will be. So I am kind of
sad.

But I can tell you this. That Chris Smith and myself, and my
good friend from American Samoa and those who have been here
today, will not hide our lights under a basket. We will speak out
on behalf of freedom, democracy and human rights in China.

Although the change has to come from within, those of us who
you have enlightened today, who know what’s going on, will do our
dead-level best to assist the people in China who want freedom, de-
mocracy and human rights. We are our brother’s keeper. We need
to be concerned about that. I know we’ll do everythins we can to
help you. Thank you very much again for being here today. I really
appreciate it.

hank you, Chris.

Mr. SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Burton.

Let me just begin with some questions and note that, at the con-
clusion of the questioning by the panel, we do have two videos that
we would like to show. One documents some of the testimony that
Ms. Uighur provided for us about what is o'ngﬂon in her home-
land. V&e also have a document or a video tﬁat r. Wu has asked
us to play regarding the executions and the use of body parts for
transplant. “ g

Ms. Uighur noted in her statement that the Chinese Government
held off its executions, its murdering of people until MFN was ex-
tended. I wonder if the panel could speak to the implications of
that. There are some who say that we should use economic lever- -
age or other leverages like denying a State visit. What was done
by China to obtain this State visit? Nothing. Wei Jingsheng and all
the others continue to languish in prison and be tortured. The tor-
ture, as Dr. Keller pointed out, is going on in Tibet. It's not dimin-
ishing. It's growinﬁ in its usage. Yet, as Mr, Burton pointed out,
we'll %)e toasting the President of China and this dictatorship to-
morrow over at the White House.

What do you think that says about our use or lack of use of the
leverage that we do have at our disposal? This is our domestic pol-
icy, what we allow in in terms of trade, which government officials
we receive. It was pointed out as well by one of-our panelists that
General Chi Haotian was treated in an enormously regal manner,
with a 19-gun salute and a red carpet treatment.

Yet the Dalai Lama got short shrift by the Administration, a
drop-in visit, so to speak, rather than a full-fledged reception when
the Congress overwhelmingly in a bipartisan way said he ought to
be granted a visa to come here, and it wasn’t even to visit the
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White House, the Beijing dictatorship went ballistic over that.
There were all kinds o repercussions. This is our visa policy, who
we allow in should not be dictated by Beijing. Yet they really seem
in the end to carry the day on that particular issue.

What kind of leverage do we have? Are we using it effectively?
Could you recap some of that? Who would like to begin? Nina? '

Ms. SHEA. Yes. I think that we need to be strongly consistent in
the bully pulpit, No. 1. The Administration has been giving mixed
signals on that, I believe. It has not been a strong consistent state-
ment. For example, President Clinton on VOA the other day said
in a broadcast to China that those who disagree with the construc-
tive en%?gement policy, “We believe they therefore,” speaking of
those who are in ogposxtion to engagement, “Therefore believe we
should be working harder to contain or even to confront China be-
fore it becomes even stronger.” ‘

In other words, we want a weak China. We're trying to weaken
China by human rights campaigns. That’s exactly what the Chi-
nese are accusing the human rights movement of, in America. That
we want to see a weak China. That is simply not true. We want
to see a strong democratic China that respects international law,
and the God-given human rights of its own people.

Second, the Secretary of State made a statement at Catholic Uni-
versity Law School last week satying that we shouldn’t—it was in
the context of criticizing the Wolf-Specter bill, but she was saying
that we should be careful in pointing out religious repression
around the world because we can’t expect other countries, we have
to respect their values, their perceptions of culture, particularities
of culture. It was a cultural relativist argument and sort of backin
away, backing off from the universality of human rights. I thin
that is a very bad signal to be giving immediately before, especially
right on the eve of this Chinese summit, U.S. summit.

So first a bully pulpit. Second, I think we could be expanding our
religious and human rights coverage inside China in support of
those who are trying togbe independent of the government in the
political sphere and in the human rights sphere, and in the reli-
gious sphere. Third, I think that we really have been doing a lot
of talking and no one is listening over there. That it is a monolog -
we're engaged in, not a dialog. And that therefore, we have to put
some bite into it, and we have to start thinking of sanctions. I for
one, would like to see the People’s Liberation Army products
stopped, and directly linked to human rights performance in China.

Mr. SMITH. Dr. Keller.

Dr. KELLER. Well, as I mentioned before, we must point out these
flagrant human rights violations. We must point out that torture
is unacceptable. That the Chinese must agree to abide by the inter-
national conventions to which they are a party, including the Con-
vention Against Torture, including the Convention on the Rights of
the Child. So at every opportunity, remind them of this.

Then I think certainly in the future, before for example, the
President considers a State visit to China, to have certain basic
principles honored, to have access to the prisons, to have access to
monitoring the conditions. I think this is critical.

One of the things the Chinese Government has been so effective
at is keeping individuals out. Even when there have been some vis-
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its, they have been dalmost staged or very limited, and you get into
one prison. What we need is access to all prisons based on the poli-
cies clearly set out by the Intemationa? Committee of the Red
Cross and others. But it all starts with, at every (;pgortunity, re-
minding the Chinese that their flagrant violation of human rights
abuses, for example with regards to torture, are unacceptable and
will not be tolerated.

Mr. SMITH. Before Mr. Kumar responds, when Warren Chris-
topher, the Secretary of State, during the review period when MFN
was linked to human rights by the Clinton Administration, one of
the things that the Beijing dictatorship floated as a possibility was
to allow the International Committee for the Red Cross to have ac-
cess to prisons. I think that is something we need to raise again.
If ‘everything is as you say, Mr. President Jiang Zemin, then why
do you disallow unfettered access by people who are totally neutral
observers? They don’t take a view. They are not American foreign
policy people. They are not Chinese foreign polic{ types. 'l‘hei:%r are
ﬁeop e who only care about victims. Why not allow the ICRC to

ave access to your prisons? So I think that's something we need
to press very aggressively.

They floated it as a possibility when they saw that they perhais
didn’t need it, because the Administration at that point was speak-
ing out of both sides of their mouth, saying that they are going to
hang tough. Meanwhile, during my visit there, I was hearing from
everyone, including our then Ambassador, Stapleton Roy, that
there ought to be a delinkage. '

Every Chinese leader that I met with during that visit, halfway
through when MFN was linked, told me matter of factly right to
my eyeball to eyeball, that “We’re getting MFN and there’s no link-
age to human rights.” They called the Administration’s bluff.

I think as you pointed out, when we get to Geneva and try to
argue for human rights, our credibility is compromised, our credi-
bility is lessened on this issue, especially when it’s done at the end -
of the day in a way that is likely to produce a failure. So we i:eed
to get very serious about this. That would be something that could
be accomplished during this State visit. I would hoge Jiang Zemin
could say yes, the ICRC can come in. This dictator has that within
his ability. I think we need to be very frank, Again, I think this
is coming across from the panel, the “dialog” is a monolog, as Ms.
Shea pointed out. When we're talking to people who are not listen-
ini,lw o are not responding, they are playing us for fools.

r. Kumar.

Mr. KUMAR. Yes. I touched on this topic in my opening remarks.
I will characterize this with dos and don’ts. Dos are make sure that
you raise the issue of human rights with sincerity. Don’t do it be-
cause NGO’s are asking or because of other pressures. Make sure
you sincerely reflect the issue of human rights when you deal with
them, and let it be part of every negotiation. It should be not be .
a sin%le issue. It should be part of every issue. _

As 1 mentioned, the constructive engagement should be an active
constructive enga]gement, not passive constructive engagement. Ac-
tive on the same level as trade.

The other issues, don’ts, as of course as I mentioned, giving red
carpet welcomes to people like General Chi, is something you don’t
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do. These are the policy issues that hurt U.S. resolve toward send-
ing the real signal to the Chinese Government.

o in a nutshell, the Administration should incorporate huinan
rights in every issue they deal with, be it nuclear issues, be it trade
issues, it should be part and partial of whatever dealings the U.S.
Administration is having with China.

Finally, they should sincerely take the issue with other countries
in the region as well as around the world to make sure that at
least everyone comes to a basic agreement when they deal with
China. Thank you.

Ms. UIGHUR,. I would like to ask this gentleman.

Mr. PAHTA. I am very grateful—

Mr. SMiITH. Could you identify yourself, please, for the record?

Mr. PAHTA. Oh. My name is Gulamettin Pahta, I am Uighur-
American. I am the president of the Eastern Turkistan National
Research Center presently, My colleagues asked me to bring her
opinion to you.

As you know, the privatization in China only works for the Han
Chinese government official people, not the local ethnic people. All
factories, all business is occupied by the Han Chinese Government
officials, especially the government people who are the factory
chairmen, or factory’s directorate, et cetera. They are buying the
factories for themselves and immediately they fire the other local
ethnic, non-Chinese people. Those people in my former country,
Eastern Turkistan, become unemployed. The new Chinese settlers
steady flow on a daily basis, between 2,000 and 2,800, and monthly
coming almost more than 10,000 to 80,000 Han Chinese settlers
who take the jobs, and our people are jobless. There is no unem-
plgﬁrment among the Han Chinese.

his way, our suggestion is Most Favored Nation status must be
blocked, and given the condition that if privatization is supposed
to be equal for all the other Chinese citizens who are not Han Chi-
nese; because the Uighur and Tibetans and Mongols, all other non-
Chinese people, are discriminated against and steadily losing all
kinds of economic opportunities. In my opinion, now more than 80
percent of business is taken over by Han Chinese Government offi-
cials. If the local people want to buy a factory and say, “Here is
the money”, the Chinese authority will confiscate the money and
say that the money is made by illegal business with drugs or the
like, which is not true. The local people can not do anything.

This way, in my research, my findings indicate that those rich
eos)(le in my country are hiding the money, never put in the State
ank because the confiscating or punish them with a certain sepa-

ratist stamp or nationalist stamps. This way, the people are hiding
the money and keeping under the bed or somewhere else. This way,
those people can not buy the factory because they can not prove
that money was in the bank savings, et cetera. This way, we
strongly urge the Congress the human rights issue is supposed to
be binding very closely and with conditions that the Most Favored
Nation possibly blocked. This will be a very effective policy. Thank
you very much.

Mr. SMITH. Thank you. : ‘

Mr. Shen, this is something that I think you perhaps are unique-
ly qualified to answer, although the others may want to comment
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on it too: a visit like this, like the visit of Chi Haotian—the Gen-
eral Defense Secretary who again, was the architect of Tiananmen
Square massacre—what impact does that have on dissidents in
general, and especially those who are incarcerated? Do they know
about it? Does it demoralize them? What does it do?

Mr. SHEN. Well, they certainly, like Jiang’s visit, the entire effec-
tive State propaganda apparatus is all at work to show the normal-
ization of American attitude toward China. So Chi Haotian’s visit,
like Jiang’s in that sense, is part of what I was describing in my
testimony of American undetermined policy toward China. The
are creating the confusion among the Chinese people in generaf:
and particularly among the liberal forces in China. It sends very
bad signals.

I would very quickly focus on two points for your first question.
What the United States can do in using its leverage to engage
China in the right way. First is free flow information and free flow
of ideas will continually empower the liberal forces in China. This
can be done by enforcing and enlarging radio services like Radio
Free Asia, and also actively taking the advantage of the existence
and the booming of the Internet usage in China. That's a large
area that can be used fairly inexpensively, but effectively. So infor-
mation is one.

Second, is the support for democratic movement in China. I focus
in on this too because this is not a new policy. When President
Clinton delinked human rights and MFN status, he said the estab-
lishment of the Radio Free Asia and supporting democratic efforts”
in China will be the supplementary measure. It took the Adminis-
tration 2 more years from the delink to actual establishment of the
radio. Then we still haven’t yet seen any real concrete steps in the
second area. There are so many things that can be done to start
with to be more sensitive about the changes taking place in China
outside the power establishment. There are so many. I can go on
tqddescribe fascinating stories that are largely unknown to the out-
side. |

Our liberal journalists and scholars in our network produce TV
shows focusing on sensitive social issues that can get as many as
40 million viewers in China. That was shot down very quickly.
These kinds of things, in publishing and books and journals and so
" on, can be supportes. We don’t need to parachute into agents or re-
invent the wheel, because it’s happening in China. The United
States can be more sensitive to these developments by sending ob-
servers in the consulate and sending direct support for these kinds
of activities. -

Mr. SMITH. Let me just ask a couple of final questions, and thank

ou again for your fine testimony. I guess Nina Shea, this would
ge to you. Especially since there are some who are suggesting that
religious freedom somehow is on the rise, that with the increase in
commerce, somehow the good infection of freedom is taking hold.

Last night I was on the Christopher Matthews show, Hard Ball.
A very well known political consultant who has apparently enor-
mous financial transactions with China made the point that he’s
" been to a Catholic church in Beijing, and there are all kinds of wor-
shippers there exercising their religious belief. Yet as we all know,
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increasingly there is repression against the churches. Amnesty has
testified today it has gotten worse since 1994. -

I'll never forget meeting with the Chamber of Commerce in
Beijing during one of my human rights trips. I got that same line,
“Come with me and I'll show you a church that is open.” Of course
there is surveillance. You pointed out that nobody under the age
of 18 attends, certain books of the bible have been excised, the book
of Revelation, for example, has been gaken out, as a way of censor-
ini the message. Also there is censoring of the message in terms
of homilies or speeches from the podium by a priest. -

Why is it that so many in our business community and so many
Americans seem to be so gullible in accepting this Potemkin village
of religious liberty that is painted for the West? i

Ms. SHEA. Well that's right. There is a two-track system, in that
if you join the controlled religions, the State-sanctioned registered,
controlled and paid for actually, supported churches, you are rel-
atively left alone, although you are restricted in what you can say
and who can say what to whom, and where you can say it and
what you can do. The churches are growing astronomically, both
underground and above ground, both Catholic and Protestant. I
think that they are growing despite or maybe perhaps because of
the persecution. That has always been a phenomenon in Christian
history, at least, that there’s been increase in Christian believers
as persecution intensifies.

But there is no doubt that there is persecution against those in
the underground churches. We had the most famous Protestant
preacher arrested, I mean sentenced to one of the longest prison
terms, 10 years at the end of last month. We had a Catholic bishop
arrested, Bishop Su Zhimin, whom you met with several years ago,
re-arrested just on October 8. The State Department called to tell
me that he had been released over the weekend, but then when I
checked through our networks, through the Cardinal Kung Founda-
tion, no one has seen this bishop since his release. Some of the
local Catholics tried to visit him and could not get near his resi-
dence because it was blocked by guards. Therefore, if he has been
released, he is either in hiding or he is in his apartment under
house arrest. -

So we have documented many names and cases. We present 30
in our testimony today, top priority cases. These include 10 Catho-
lic bishops. The Vatican, I think really in a very unusual step 4
days ago came out with a statement very harshly critical of the
Chinese Government, and some of the players in the religious af-
fairs bureau as well.

Mr. SMITH. Let me just say, sometimes people view human rights
in isolation as if it is those people, the do-gooders, who are con-
cerned about somebody who may be in trouble. It gets trivialized
because of that. Can you provide us some insights, anybody on the
panel or all of you, as to the inter-connectedness? It seems to me
that if you can’t trust a regime as to how it treats its own people,
how do you trust them on proliferation issues? If they use torture
in Tibet and elsewhere, as Dr. Keller testified, and do unspeakable
things to their own people with cattle prods, how do you trust them
when it comes to intellectual property rights and contract law?
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A message that seems to not have gotten through to enough peo-
ple yet, tparticulmly in the Administration and some in Congress,
is that if they fail on this test, they are more than likely going to
fail on these other tests. Then there’s security issues involved, and
then there’s trade issues involved. Even information as with regard
to the economic situation as it exists on the ground in China is
censored. So how do you make decisions economically speaking
when it’s doctored information?

The MOU, the memorandum of understanding that we have on
ﬁulag labor, is a totally flawed, non-implemented document. We

ave no access to their prisons to speak of. You might want to
touch on that interconnectedness to security and to trade.

Dr. KELLER. Well, one thing I would say, I think it all begins
with whether you are a health professional such as myself, a
human rights monitor, or an individual who has suffered at the
hands of the Chinese. I think you must bear witness, you must
speak out. As the Dalai Lama said to me, you must not whisper,
you must not talk, you must shout about what you have seen. You
must shout articulately, but nonetheless, make your points, make
your points consistently.

I think what we tried to do is to hold up to the world a mirror
of what in fact is happening. I think many of the things we de-
scribed, many of the forms of torture I described are horrible. We
want to think these things don’t happen. Unfortunately, we must
remind the world, our own Government, our fellow citizens at every
opportunity, that yes in fact these things do happen, and yes in
f?‘ct there are things that we can do to make a difference to stop
them. .

Ms. SHEA. I just want to add that the Vatican document of Octo-
ber 24, was in response, it was a denunciation actually of a white
paper, a so-called white paper the Chinese Government itself is-
sued on religiun. The Vatican just dismissed it in no uncertain
terms saying it was a propaganda pamphlet. So I think that goes
to your point, that how can we believe them when everything they
say has proven to be false, and for their own propaganda advan-
tai’% Keep that in mind in the nuclear proliferation area as well.

r. SMITH. I want to thank our very distinguished witnesses for
their excellent testimony. I do believe you have borne witness to
the truth. I hope that the message goes out during this week of
public relations and diplomacy, which often puts the truth, the
hard realities under the table in the interests of the smiles and the
handshakes. This information you have provided, especially as it
relates to things like torture, will not be forgotten, will be kept
goursquare in front of everyone, especially Congress and the Presi-.

ent.

We do have these two videos for those who would like to stay and
view them, but the hearing will be adjourned.

[Whereupon, at 3:40 p.m., the Subcommittee was adjourned, sub-
ject to the call of the Chair.]
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APPENDIX

Statement of Representative Christopher H. Smith
Chairman, Subcommittee on International Operations and Human Rights

Five years ago, when our current President was a candidate for the office
he now holds, he described the Bush Administration's relationship with the |
government of China in two words: "coddling dictators." Some of us had hope
- that President Clinton would transform the U.S. - China relatidnship by putting
respect for human rights z;nd democracy at its very center. Instead, the Clinton -
Administration has coddled dictators as few have coddled before. Thé arrival in
Washington this afternoon of Communist Party Chairman Jiang Zemin [JAHNG
Zhe-MINN] represents the culmination of our government's tragic twenty-five

year unrequited love affair with the Beijing regime.

The occasion of Jiang's visit will be marked by literally dozens of official
U.S. government functions. As far as I have been able to determine, this hearing
represents the only one of those official functions at which China's record on

human rights will be publicly discussed.

When I first proposed holding this hearing, I heard from some Republicans

and some Democrats that it would be inzppropriate --- even in poor taste --- to

(39)
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discuss such sensitive questions while Jiang is in town. With respect, this kind of
cr_iticism gets it exactly backwards. Torture, mass public executions, forced
abortion and sterilization, the arrest and imprisonment of democracy advocates
and religious believers --- these are in poor taste. Bearing witness to these
atrocities, telling the whole truth about them, is the best way I can think of to

say, "Welcome to America, Mr. Jiang."

Today's hearing will serve at least two important purposes. First, the
testimony of our distinguished witnesses will focus the attention of Americans on
what life is really like in the People's Republic of China. Second, the hearing

might help President Jiang understand America and Americans.

With all due respect, he has a lot to learn. A few days ago, on the eve of
his departure for the United States, Jiang gave an interview to the Washington
Post. The Post reporters describéd him as "candid" and "animated." Among
Jiang's many candid and animated observations was this one: that Einstein's
theory of relativity applies not only to physics but also to politics, so that ihe

content of human rights will differ from country to country. After the interview,
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one of his aides was quoted as saying: "We try to do a P.R. job. We understand

this is necessary."

This Sunday, just before leaving for the United States, AChairman Jiang
continued the P.R. job by announcing that China would adhere to an international
social and economic convention having to do with such things as the right to be
free from disparities in income levels. He conspicuously omitted any references
to more important international conventions that require respect for democracy,
political and religious freedom, and due process of law. Ironically, this
distinction is the same one that American defenders of the Soviet Union used to ’
make in defense of Stalin's worst excesses: they would say that no matter how
many innocent people the Soviet government might kill, it was doing a better job
than Western governments at eliminating the disparity between the rich and the
poor. So this is a P.R. job that has been going on for seventy years. The '
rhetoric of cultural relativism and moral equivalence has long been used to try to
blur the distinction between totalitarianism and freedom. . The apologists tell us
not to worry, nobody is against hurﬁan rights --- not even Jiang, not even Stalin.

But your actual human rights may vary.
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In America, Mr. Jiang, we reject this sort of thinking. As Thomas
Jefferson wrote in the Declaration of Independence, we human beings are
endowed by our Creator with certain inalienable rights. These rights are not
relative but absolute. They do not come from goveinments, and no government

has a right to deny them. Einstein and Jefferson got it right; Stalin and Hitler and

Mao got it wrong.

In 1994, the Clinton Administration de-linked Most Favored Nation status
from human rights. According to our State Department's Country Report on
Human Rights Practices for China, since then there has been significant
regression rather than progress on every important human rights question: there
are more political prisoners, more summary executions, a more brutal regime in

Tibet, tighter controls on political and religious expression todéy~ than in 1994.

The State Department's Human Rights Report for 1996 reflects the
remarkable end result of a policy which fails to seriously address concerns of
human rights: "All public dissent against the party and government was
effectively silenced by intimidation, exile, the imposition of prison terms,

administrative detention, or house arrest. No dissidents were known to be active
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at year's end." (Emphasis added.) In other words, "engagement" appears to
have failed beyond our wildest expectations: dissent has been not just stifled but

silenced altogether.

It seems the more we engage the Beijing dictatorship, the worse it gets.
Just today I received two letters. One is from His Eminence Cardinal Ignatius
Kung, who urges Chairman Jiang to free four Catholic bishops, as well as the
many Catholic clergy and believers who are imprisoned in China just for
practicing their faith. Another letter is from David Burke, the Chairman of the.
U.S. Broadcasting Board_of Governors, who points out that the Chinese
government has recently begun jamming the broadcasts of Radio Free Asia,
which brings the Chinese people the news they would get if their government

permitted freedom of information and expression. These letters will be made part

of the record.

Another atrocity that has gotten even worse in recent years is forced
abortion. Although the Chinese government officially claims that it does not
permit physical coercion as a means of enforcing the “one-child policy,” it has

been widely and credibly reported that the birth control officials charged with

5
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carrying out this policy routinely compel women to abort their "unauthorized"
unborn children. The usual method is intense "persuasion,” using all the
economic, social, and psychological tools the state has at its disposal. When
-these methods fail, women are often takén physically to the abortion facility.
Forced abortions can be performed very late in pregnancy, even in the ninth
rﬁonm. Sometimes the baby's skull is crushed with forceps as it emerges from

the birth canal. Either the woman or her husband may then be forcibly sterilized.

Amnesty International recently reported on a one-child policy compliance
campaign in two villages in Hebei Province. The campaign was reportedly

carried out under the slogan, “Better to have more graves than more than one

child.”

In order to dissuade local birth control officials from resorting to forced
abortion and forced sterilization as means to the end of population control,
Chairman Jiang’s government must dismantle much of the coercive apparatus that
characterizes the population control program. Women in China are required to

obtain a birth coupon before conceiving a child. Chinese women are hounded by
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the population control police, and that even their menstrual cycles are publicly

monitored as one means of ensuring compliance.

Despite all the evidence, the Clinton Administration still maintains that
"engagement" is the best way to promote human rights in China. We invited the
Administration to come to the hearing today and make its best case that three
years of engagement have resulted in improvements rather than deterioration in

the human rights situation. The Administration chose not to come.

Fortunately, we do have six distinguished witnesses who will share with us
the details of the China human rights story: torture in Tibet, ethnic and religious.
persecution in Xinjiang [Shin-JAHNG], imprisonment of Christians and others
for practicing their religions, the harvesting of organs from executed prisoners,
the continuing suppression of democracy in the wake of the Tiananmen massacre,

forced abortions, coercive sterilizations, and other outrages.

I look forward to hearing from our witnesses.
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Statement of Harry Wu
Executive Director, Laogai Research Foundation

*US-China Relations and Human Rights: Is Constructive Engagement Working”,

. Before the United States House of Representatives
Subcommittee on International Operations and Human Rights
October 28, 1997

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for the opportunity to appear before this Committee.
My name is Harry Wu. [ am Executive Director of the Laogai Research Foundation.

First I want to truly thank you, Mr. Chairman, for your constant belief that the
cause of human rights is our moral duty, not as Americans, but as human beings. You
have used your position to clearly advance these beliefs. It is my honor to once again sit
before you and speak the truth.

As we sit here to look at China with a critical eye, it is not because we have any
ill-intentions or ulterior motives, but because there are serious human rights problems in
China. These horrors are happening right now, all across the country. They cannot be
denied by anyone who seeks the facts. All of today’s witnesses will speak the truth of
today's China. As we all hope for what China may become in the future, we must work
endlessly to improve the lives of the Chinese people. The best method to help the
Chinese is to confront the Chinese communist government about their treatment of their
citizens. To confront them, forcefully and publicly, and insist that they change. The
American people want to see a change. The Chinese people are increasingly calling for
change. Only the communist Chinese government fears the changes we demand. The
Chinese Communists fear the concepts of human rights because if the Chinese people
have these basic rights, freedom of association, freedom of speech, freedom from torture
and abuse, then they themselves will stand up and confront the communist dictatorship.
Ouly the Chinese can change their situation. The partnerships between foreign m.oney
and China’s communist elite will not foster real change in China. Without institutions ~
that respect human rights, economic growth is simply the construction of an empty shell.

Yet, we see the 21-gun salute of the head of the Chinese communist dictatorship
by the President of the United States. Why? The two governments can communicate on
the many issues at hand in many ways. Why welcome this man, this communist killer, to
the White House? Has anything changed in China that we can point to as an
improvement in the treatment of China’s people? In 1995, the Chinese government
wanted a state visit, but the Clinton administration refused. What changed their mind? 1
don’t have the answer to this question, but the President should be asked why.

I want to talk today about an ugly practice in China. A practice that shows the
total disregard the Chinese government has for the rights of its people. [ recently worked
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with ABC to further document how the organs from executed prisoners are for sale on the
open market, even here in the US. After my testimony, I would like to ask that the ABC
Primetime Live segment be submitted for the record.

In 1983, I saw a mass execution of more than 45 prisoners in China. The
condemned men were paraded through the streets as a show of strength by the
dictatorship. Then they were lined up in front of a huge group of men, women, and
young children, and shot.

In 1985, I was given an official Chinese government document that shocked me.
The title tells of its contents: *“On the Use of Dead Bodies or Organs from Condemned
Criminals.”. This directive came from the central government judiciary department, the
prosecutors, the police, the public health department and the civil administration
department. The document says that because of advances in medical sciences in China
that allow for successful transplant surgeries, “the following measures are formulated on
the use of the dead bodies or organs from condemned criminals.” The procedures said
that the condemned are to be executed immediately by means of shooting. Bodies can
then be used if they are not collected by the families, if the condemned prisoners
consented to donate, or if the families consented. It continues to direct the hospitals and
the courts how to coordinate and carry out the execution process. It states:

*“Use of dead bodies or organs from condemned criminals must be kept strictly
confidential . . . . Only in real need, and upon the approval of the People’s court
executing the death penalty, can the operation vehicles from medical institutions
be allowed entry into the execution ground to remove organs, but vehicles with
the logo of medical institutions are not to be used and white clinic garments are
not to be worn. The execution ground should be guarded until the operation is
completed.”

This document was not published and released until 1990. Yet this is the
guideline that acts today as the official policy on harvesting organs from China’s death
row prisoners. This practice is barbaric. A government may have a policy to execute
criminals, but it is against all basic rights to then steal the organs of the dead man or
woman.

In 1994, I conducted an interview with an official of a hospital in China who said:

“The sources of our kidneys can be from donors who have died in traffic accidents
or from ‘brain-dead’ people. If the donors are ‘brain dead’, we contact the
appropriate government units to find out when we can obtain the organs . . . .
Policies of the state do not permit contact with our donors . . . . Things in our
country are diffcrent from yours. We can do what is impossible from the legal
point of view in your country. As to contact with the kidney donors, it is
impermissible. But we do guarantee that our kidneys are healthy and are of
excellent quality.”
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The doctors and hospital officials in China are very careful not to discuss how
such ‘brain dead’ donors died. No consent forms are given to patients, In China, there
are very few families that would consent for prisoners to donate their organs, and there
are even fewer prisoners that would themselves consent to donate. But the true source of
the organs are an ‘open secret’ among the patients who have traveled to China for kidney
transplants. - ‘

I have worked to document the entire process of executions and organ transplants
in China. Earlier this year, [ interviewed a woman from Thailand who confirmed that the
organ she received in China was from an executed prisoner. She was told of its source by
the staff at a military hospital in Guangzhou. After she returned to Thailand, she told
others about the secrets regarding executed prisoners and organs in China. Her case is
not rare, but she is the first person I have found willing to talk about what she went
through. I hoped that Apple Yoonuch could be here today, but you will hear her story in
the program.

In the investigation with ABC News, we found an advertisement in a New York-
bases Chinese-language newspaper. It said, “Organ Transplant in China. Don’t miss the
opportunity. Call.” The number led us to Dr. Dai Yong, a student at the University of
Bridgeport (CT), and his wife. Unlike the doctors in China, the two brokers were more
open about the source of the organs. Ms. Dai said:

“Regarding the prisoners’ health, they are all given physical check-ups and blood
tests. They don’t carry hepatitis or anything like that. All those carrying diseases
will be excluded. You see, there are so many criminals, they have a lot to choose
from....*

~ We were not the first people who were sold an organ by these people. This
couple are still in the States. It is illegal in the United States to sell organs. I fully expect
that the Justice Department will investigate this case and quickly take proper action.

As Mrs. Dai said, “they have a lot to choose from.” Chinese medical journals
show that the number of Chinese kidney transplant cases is growing year after year. In
1991, there were 1,771 cases; in 1992, 1,905; in 1995, there were 2,382 cases; in 1996,
there were 2,792. Chinese sources say that by the end of 1996, there were 18,759 kidney
transplant cases. I'd like to submit abstracts from these articles from the Chinese Journal
of Organ Transplantation that provide these figures for the record.

At the same time, the number of recorded executions, as documented by Amnesty
International, is also growing. According to Amnesty, there were 3,110 individuals
condemned to death in China in 1995, with 2,190 recorded executions. According to its
report for 1996, Amnesty documented 6,100 death sentences and recorded 4,367 known
executions. I don’t know how many of these poor men and women were used for their

organs.
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Our research has identified 88 different facilities in China that carry out kidney
transplants. Chinese sources show that a large number of the largest hospitals are run by
the Chinese military, ths People’s Liberation Army (PLA). Of the three facilities that
have performed more than 1,000 kidney transplant procedures in their history, two are
military medical university hospitals. Of the 11 facilities that carried out more than 100
transplants in 1996, 6 were military medical university hospitals. The central role of the
military hospitals in the systematic harvesting of prisoner’s organs shows further the total
involvement of all institutions of the Chinese government in this disgusting process. The
use of executed prisoners’ organs is a coordinated government policy, sanctioned by the
communist regime, and it lines the pockets of officials and the military with blood
money.

The Clinton Administration has tried to deny this practice exists. The Chinese
government has lied and lied about this shameful practice. The facts presented today
prove them wrong.

I want this practice stopped. I want the Congress and Administration to do all it
can during Jiang Zemin'’s visit to tell him we know he is lying, we know that this is going
on in China today, and we want it stopped. Jiang has the power to stop it. But without
clear, constant, public condemnation, then the communist government will allow this
disgraceful practice to continue. [ call upon President Clinton to raise this issue
tomorrow in his face to face discussions with Jiang. If the President does not confront
China and force it to face its ugliest practices, then the Chinese will know that their
behavior has no consequences.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for taking a leading position in the Congress on this
issue. Thank you.



Appendix 1

Provisional Regulations of
The Supreme People's Court, The Supreme People's Procuratorate,

Ministry of Public Security, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Public Health
and Ministry of Civil Affairs
on the Use of Dead Bodies or Organs From Condemned Criminals

October 9, 1984

TO:
The Supreme People's Court; The People's Procuratorate; Department (Bureau) of Public

Security; Department (Bureau) of Justice; Department (Bureau) of Public Health; Department

(Bureau) of Civil Affairs
at Provincial and Autonomous Region levels and of centrally-controlled Municipalities:

With the development of the medical science in our country, some hospitals, medical
institutions and units involved in medical education and scientific research have put forward -
proposals concerning the use of the dead bodies or organs from condemned criminals in scientific
research or organ transplantations. In order to support the development of the medical science
and to change social customs and traditional habits, with the strict implementation of the legal
provisions and being aware of the political impact as prerequisite, the following measures are
formulated in relation to the use of the dead bodies or organs from condemned criminals:

I. Those criminals who are sentenced to death and executed immediately must "be executed

by means of shooting" in light of the relevant provision in the Criminal Law. When the execution
is over, the dead bodies could be otherwise dealt with only after death is confirmed by the

supervising procurator on the spot.

II. The dead bodies or organs from condemned criminals after execution or the remains can be
collected by their family members.

I1I. The dead bodies or organs of the following categories of the condemned criminals can be -
made use of:

1. The uncollected dead bodies or the ones that the family members refuse to collect:
2. Those condemned criminals who volunteer to give their dead bodies or organs to the
medical institutions;
3. Upon the approval of the family members.
IV. The following provisions must be observed regarding the use of dead bodies or organs
from Condemned criminals:

1. The units making use of the dead bodies or organs must maintain the technical level of
and be provided with equipment necessary for the medical scientific research or
transplantation, they must be examined, approved and granted "special permits” by

13
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Department (Bureau) of Public Health of the provinces or autonomous regions within
whose jurisdiction these units are located, and they must go to Bureau of Public Health
of the Municipality or District for record.

2. The use of dead bodies shall be arranged in an unified way by Bureau of Public Health
of the Municipality or Prefecture, which shall contact the People's Court and the units
using the dead bodies respectively in accordance with the order of importance and
urgency and the principle of comprehensive use.

" 3. After the execution order of death penalty is issued, and there are dead bodies that
can be directly used, the People's Court should inform in advance Bureau of Public
Health of the Municipality or Prefecture, which shall pass on the information to the units
using the dead bodies and grant them permits to use the dead bodies, copies should be
sent to the People's Court responsible for the execution of death penalty and the People's ___.
Procuratorate in charge of the on-the-spot supervision. The units using the dead bodies
should contact the People's Court on their own initiative, within the prescribed time
limits of the execution of death penalty by the People's Court.
As to the dead bodies that could be used only upon the approval of the family members,
the People's Court is to inform the department in charge of public health which with
consult the family members, and consequently reach written agreement in relation to the
scope of use, disposal after use, disposal expenses and economic compensation and etc.
Bureau of Public Health of the Municipality or Prefecture shall, according to the
agreement, grant the units the certificates to use the dead bodies, copies should be sent
to the units concerned.
When the condemned criminals volunteer to give their dead bodies to the medical
institutions, there should be formal written certificates or records duly signed by the
same, which should be kept in the People's Court for ﬁxture reference.

. in case there is need to bury or to deal wnh otherw:se the umtsusmg the dead bodnes
shall bear the responsibility; if the family members wish to collect the remains, the
People's Court is to inform them to collect at the crematory.

V. In areas densely inhabited by the Han nationality, in principle, the dead bod:es or organs
from the condemned criminals of minority nationalities are not to be used.

In areas inhabited by minority nationalities, respect should be shown to the mourning and .
funeral customs in the implementation of the Regulations.

14
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Chinese Journal of Organ Transplantation, Vol. 18 No. 2. April 1997.

A New Landmark in the Progfess of Organ Transplantation in Our Country:
Remembering the Chinese Medical Association 1996 National Organ Transplantation
Research Annual Meeting

by Xia Suisheng

First, regarding kidney transplantation at the end of 1995, the country already
accumulated 15,976 cases, and in the 1995-1996 period there were new developments. In
1995, (we) set a new national record by exceeding 2,000 cases, reaching 2,382 cases. At
the time of the last meeting, the two units of Beijing Friendship Hospital and Shanghai
Second Military Medical University subordinate Long March Hospital exceeded 1,000
cases, and at that time there were many unites which already exceeded 800 cases.
Competition has been hot, and recently a third unit to surpass 1,000 cases has appeared, it
is First Military Medical University’s Nanfang Hospital.
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Statistics for 1996 National Kidney Transplantations
Chinese Journal of Organ Transplantation Publishing Committee
Organ Transplant Register Office

According to incomplete statistics, in 1996 the entire country carried out 2,792
kidney transplant cases. Those units whose annual transplant figure surpassed 100 cases
include: Beijing Friendship Hospital, First Military Medical University subordinate
Nanfang Hospital, Zhongshan (Sun Yat-sen) Medical University subordinate First
Hospital, People’s Liberation Army General Hospital, Second Military Medical
University subordinate Changzheng (Long March) Hospital, First Military Medical
University subordinate Zhujiang (Pearl River) Hospital, Tongji Medical University Organ
Transplant Research Center, Nanjing Military District Fuzhou General Hospital, Zhejiang
Medical University subordinate First Hospital, Third Military Medical University
subordinate Xingiao (New Bridge) Hospital and Xi’an Medical University subordinate
First Hospital.
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(Commercial Break)
Blood Money.

ANNOUNCER: PrimeTime
New York, Disne Sswycr.
DIANE SAWYER, ABC News: Good
evening, and welcomec to PrimeTime.
Tonight, we bring you a story we are sure that
you have never seen before. We have learned
that human organs are being harvested from
executed Chinese prisoners and then sold to
patients around the world, including here in
the United States.

How many? Well, human rnights
organizations estimate that since 1990, more
than 10,000 kidneys from Chinese prisoncrs
have been sold, potentially bringing in tens of
milfions of dollars to the Chinese military.

For the past three months, chief
investigative comrespondent Brian Ross has
followed what is really a black market in
humaa organs. As we begin, you should
‘mow that this report contains scenes of
.graphic violence, and we let it stand as 2
waming.

BRIAN ROSS, ABC News (volce-over):

On a sunny day in New York City, in a

hotel room overlooking Central Park, we

saw and heard something that for years
the United States govemnment has
officially maintained does not happen.

But our undercover videotape tells 3

different story, documenting for the first

time in this country a grisly. but lucrative
international black market — the buying
and selling of human organs. In this case,

a kidney from the bodics of prisoners

sxecuted far away in China.

i Dr. DAI (ph) (through transiator):

You will surely be satisfied with the
amangements for you, and the

-- now from
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operation will surely be successtul. |

can gharaniee this, no problem.
BRIAN ROSS (voice-over): This was
the starting point of a three-month
PrimeTirje Live investigation that took us
from Cenjral Park south in New York City
to the back alleys of Hong Kong, to a
restricted; military hospital in southem

China, QQuipped with the latest in
American medical technology.
Dr. RONALD GUTTMAN,

Internatibnal Transplantation Society:
It's a monky-making opcration. They're in
business. ; This is an industry. And they're
moving it'around the world.

BRIAN ROSS (voice-over): Dr. Ronald
Guttman, :an adviser to the Internationa)
Trmspl;rintion Socicty, says it's heen an
open et among doctors who do
transplant§ that the Chinese military has
been selling the kidneys of executed
prisoners !-— perhaps thousands of them
since the [ate 19803,

Dr. RONALD GUTTMAN: In my
opinion, 8 very barbaric and disgusting
kind of prictice. It makes me cringe. And
I think exposing il is very important.
BRIAN ROSS (voice-over): Its a
question of supply and demand, a ready
supply of) prisoners to be executed, like
these men| and a huge, unmet demand for
kidneys atound the world. This Chiness
military Videotape made in 1992, and
never intepded to be seen outside officinl
circles, shows the condemned men and
women ppraded through the streets on
their way 10 an execution field.

This a country which last year
executed shore than 4,000 people. Soine
just petty [thieves. It's not known what
crimes prisoners were convicted of
or whethet' the organs of any of them were
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about to be sold. But the tape shows
guards precisely lining up their guns at the
base of the skull. That makes retrieval of
kidneys and organs much casier. And Dr.
Guttman says certain medical preparations
begin well before the execution.
Dr. RONALD GUTTMAN: They're
given anti-coagulant drugs so the blood
won't clot when they're executed. They're
given musclc relaxants.
BRIAN ROSS (voice-over):
with s large crowd watching,
command is given.
SOLDIER: Fire!
(Gunshots)
Dr. ZHOU WEI CHENG (ph) (through
transistor): Afer the cxccution, doctors
removed the prisoner and placed him in
the ambulance.
- BRIAN ROSS (voice-over): A Chinese
“doctor, Zhou Wei Cheng, who now lives
in Atlanta, told us what happens once the
prisoners are dead, based on what he saw
at his hospital just hefore he fled China in
1994.
Dr. ZHOU WEI CHENG (tbrough
transiator): First, therc was a cut from
the back to extract the kidneys. Dr. Chen
(ph) from the surgical department also
took out the eyeballs and a piece of skin
from the dead prisoner's abdomen. The
orthopedist cut out one section of the bone
from the lower leg. All the extracted
brgans wete placed in a specisl kind of
liquid to maintain the freshness.
Then they rushed back to the hospital.
In the hospital, two patients were lying on
the operating table waiting for the
transplants. When the ambulunce arrived,
fhe kidneys were placed into the patients’
bodies. All the other organs were only for
Iaboratory experiments.

And then,
the

HARRY WU, " Former Political
Prisoser: The rifle right away placed in
the back..

BRIAN ROSS (voice-over): The graphic
tape was! sccrctly removed from military
archives.snd simuggled out of China by an
underground group of dissidents and
provided 3(0 PrimeTime Live by a former
political prisoner who spent almost 19
years in 4 Chinese pnson and has become
China's inost outspoken and despised
cntic, Harry Wu,

HARRY | WU:  This is
violation Of human rights.
BRIAN ROSS (voice-over): For the last
tlree years, Wu has been traveling the
world trying to expose the black market in
prisoners’ body parts, which Wu says has
spread frgm Asia to Europe and now to
the United States, as he showed us with a
recent cépy of a Chinese language
newspaper published in New York.
HARRY WU: There's a small piece

fundamental

adventisement right here.

BRIAN ROSS (oo camers): What docs
that say? !

HARRY :WU: "Kidney transplant in
Mainland ! China. Don't miss the
opportunity. Call.”

BRIAN ROSS (voice-over): So we did.
Ouwr call {to the advertised number in
Bridgeport, Connecticut, led to this
meeting ij a New York City hotel with a
Chinese doctor and his wife, a Dr. and
Mrs. Dai, Who -- with our hidden cameras
rolling -- told us they had already helped
provide kidneys for several Americans
but, that because of Harry Wy, everything
had to be kept very quiet.

Dr. JAI  (through translator):

You'vé probably heard of Hurry Wu. 1

have to be careful because people



calling us might have the same agenda
as Haury Wu. We are fully aware of
the sensitive nature of this issue.
Usually we don't talk about this.
BRIAN ROSS (voice-over): With the
help of 8 woman who works with Harry
:Wu, we told the Chinese doctor that a
kidney was needcd for a sick brother. The
doctor told us no problem, that he knew, a
month in advance, that a ncw batch of
prisoners' kidneys would soon be
available.
Dr. DAl (through tranmslator): At
the end of July, there will definitely be
kidney sources that will match your
brother's situation, in age and
everything. If you are willing to go
there around the 20th of July to
receive a kidney from the July batch.
BRIAN ROSS (voice-over): The total
price for a transplanted kidney, according
to Dr. Dai, $30,000 in cash, with a
downpayment to be made in New York.
Mrs. DAI (through translator): If
you decide to go ahead with this, then
you pay us $5,000, and we will order
and reserve a kidney and a bed in the
hospital.
BRIAN ROSS (veice-over): The
hospital we were to be sent to is a hospital
which, as the sign outside in English says,
belongs to the PLA, the Pcoples
Liberation Army, called the Nanfang
Hospital, three hours north of Hong Kong.
We came here as tourists, given the
Chinese government's denial that it's in
the business of selling organs of executed
prisoners, and we asked two Chinese
dlissidents to carry a hidden camers inside.
" This is the heart of the military's
kidncy busincss, an claborate medical
tomplex where patients told us numerous

foreigners had just received or were
wailing o receive lkadncy fransplants
among hundreds of foreigners who have
received zkidneys here in the last few
years, !

APPLE  YOONUCH, Transplant
Patient: | just talked 1o the doctor...
BRIAN ROSS (voice-over): One of
them was) 38-ycar-old Apple Yoonuch of
Bangkok.|

APPLE YOONUCH: First time, I asked
the doctor, "Where, where can I get a
kidney?"' And they said, "From a
prisoner."!

BRIAN .:RDSS (veice-over):  That
prisoner’s kidney is now in her body, and
even though it saved her life, the
experienc¢ has left Ms. Yoonuch full of
regret an willgng to talk with PrimeTime,
breaking the circle of silence that hss
surrounded what goes on at the Nanfang
military hpspital. First, she said, doctors
in Ching; took her blood and tissue
samples then sent her home to wait.
APPLE YOONUCH: Third of January,
the doctor! called me that there will be an
execution.| It means that prisoners, some

prisoners gre going to be shot dead.
BRIAN SS (on camers): And one of
thern mat up with you?

APPLE NUCH: Yes. So |l have to

come oves and prepare myzself to be -- to
get the tion, kidney operation.
BRIAN SS (veice-over): Six days
later, ding to the local paper, 45
prisoners {were sentenced 10 death and
executed dn the same day, including one
who sppafently, cven before he had been
sentenced tto desth, was found 10 have the
same bl and tissuc typc ss Apple
Yoonuch.
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(on camera) So they were shot in the
moming, and the wansplant was in the

-afternoon?

APPLY. YOONUCH:
yes.

In the afternoon,

BRIAN ROSS: Were therc also other

people who got transplants?

APPLE. YOONUCH: Yes, ycs.

BRIAN ROSS: With kidneys from
executed prisoners?

APPLE YOONUCH: Yes.

BRIAN -‘ROSS (voice-over): In the
course of our investigation, we also found
that a big American corporation had
played an important role here -- the W.R.

| - Grace Company, which, through a joint

business venture with the Chinese army,
equipped and helped to run s kidney
dialysis center, wherc, in addition to
routine dialysis, transplant paticnts are
kept going while they await swgery
upstairs.

(om camera) W.R. Gruce sold its kidney
dialysis busincss last ycar, and a company
denied that current
management knew anything about the use
of prisoners' kidneys for transplants. But
a - former top Grace executive who

~regularly visited the hospital in China told

PrimeTime that he was well aware of what
was going on there.

(velce-over) In our final meeting in New
York with the Chinese doctor and his wife
who told us they were here oo student
yisas and ‘had connections back in China,
we were assured the best medical care
awaited us and that the kidney we bought
would come from a healthy prisoner who
would be thoroughly tested before he was
hot.

i Mprs. DAl (through transiator):
‘Regarding the prisoners’ heslth, they

|
i
1
I
|
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are all given physical check-ups and
blood tests. They don't carry hepatitis
or agything like thai. All those
ing these discases will be
exclu%d You see, there arc so many _
c s, they have & lot to choose
from, ! !
BRIAN ROSS (voice-over): And then
we gave the doctor what he had come for -
- $5,000| in cash, downpayment for a
healthy kidney from a prisoner in China.
Federal 1aw and the state laws of New
York and} Connecticut make it illegal to
buy or nll any human organs.

(on camera) Dr. Dai?
Dr. DAL Yes.
B ROSS: Brian Ross from
- ABC News,
. (voice-over) . And when we: emered the
‘room with our camera showing, the doctor
immediatdly denied knowing anything
. about.pris or exccutions.
(on cimera) Aren't you here selling
the s of -prisoners who have been
executed in China?
Dr. DAIL: No.
BRIAN ROSS‘ You're not?
Dr. DAI: No.

ROSS What do you think
was for?

: It's not. selling, it's

ce, it's kind of service charge.
4

"ROSS: How inmy people

have ﬁou introduced to China? How

many?
Dr. DAIL: [ don't want to -- | think it's
my bupiness.

BRIAN ROSS (voice-over): By some
estimates, [the kidney business has meant
tens of millions of dollars to the Chinese
military ufhich. cven as the black market



has expanded around the world, continucs
to deny any such business actually exists.
In a letter to PrimeTime, the Chinese
embassy in Washington suggested we stop
-production of our story saying, "The so-
called the sale of criminals’ urgans in
China is a deliberate fabrication with ill
intentions.” And that in the rare instance

when a prisoner’s organ is used, the death

.row criminals voluntarily sign up.

Dr. Guttman says that makes a
mockery of international principles
adopted in the wake of Nazi medical
experiments.

Dr. RONALD GUTTMAN: There's no
such thing as, first of all, as of consent
when you're talking about incarcerated
peoplc to say, "Well, we can pmduce F
piece of paper that the prisoner bas given
consent before we kill him," is a kind of
Judicrous thing.
BRIAN ROSS (voice-over): No other
smﬂ’ymtlnwoﬂdnh\mtomuw
organs of prisoners, except for China,
w~hich, based on our PrimeTime Live
investigation appcars to have tumed its
chilling exccutions of thousands of people
into 8 muitimillion dollar black market of
lmlhewarldhuneverm.
DIANE SAWYER: The US. Stte
Depwmsmthmnglmewedrepmm
the ‘past about orgsns from prisoners being
sold but could not confirm them. They told us
they were eager to see our story tonight and
will'alk with Hary Wu. .

were involved in some type of satanic
worship. .
ANNOUNCER: Plus, he's Alex now, but he
grew up as Alice. What's it like living as a
man in a wTuns body -- when PrimeTime
continues.
(Conu’nercul:Bmk)
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TESTIMONY OF NINA SHEA, DIRECTOR
CENTER FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
FREEDOM HOUSE
before the
COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS AND HUMAN
RIGHTS U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

OCTOBER 28, 1997

Thank you. Mr. Chairman. for inviting Freedom House 1o testifv today
these critically important hearings on human rights in China. It is essential that
China’y President Jiang Zemin know the concerns of the American people and you
have provided an important platform for us.

My testimony is based on the findings of two fact-gathering mssions to
China that Freedom House has conducted in China over the past five months.
information and testimony provided to us by networks of Chinese underground
Protestants and Catholics, documents and statements of China's government and
party officials, the October 24, 1997 statement of Fides, publication of the Vatican's
Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples. as well as the reports ol Americun
and foreign Christians who have visited China in recent months.

China is continuing and intensifying its campaign against the Christian
underground. The intensifying persecution is pervasive, though uneven in degree of
brutality. The centers of greatest Christian population -- Henan, Hebei. Zhejiung,
Jiangxi -- are among those suffering the greatest crackdown. Public Security Bureau
police have tortured a number of underground Christians over the past vear.
including brutal beatings that have maimed and even killed, binding detainees in
excruciating positions, “hanging detainees from their limbs, lormentmg them with
electric batons and other implements, and crushing the feet and ankles of Christians
while they are forced to kneel.

Chinu's persistent and intensifying persecution of Chinese Christians is a
direct result of China's policy that all Christian worship must occur within
government-sanctioned organizations. Both evangelical Protestants and Roman
Catholics who choose to worship independently are stating that this is the worse
period of persecution for them since the catastrophic Culwral Revolution,

China has more Christian prisoners and detainees than any other country in
the world. Protestants are being amrested and tortured for holding prayer meetings.
preaching, and distributing Bibles without state approval. Roman Catholic priests.

Repty nv Ti20 Wt Smrert. FLoor 26 a8 T Sikea, NW -3 CSikira NE Hrommse
Niw York, NY 10008 WashinGros, [0 20030 Wanpineron, D0 20002 Beoasg
Tew. 212,519 8040 Tei: 202,200 Stol Tor: 202 333.3818 Kity
FAX: 212504 J0%0 FAN 202,200 807X 1AND 202 $37 40t PO T—
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including ten bishops. are currently imprisoned, under some form of house arrest or have been
disappeared for celebrating Mass and administering the sacraments without official authorization.
Christian prisoners are often held in deplorable prison conditions, with some being forced to work
as veritable slaves of the state in labor camps throughout the country.

Detailed and credible eports document that three evangelicals and one Catholic priest
have been beaten to death by police over the past year because of their independent religious
activities. Over the past year. since China reinvigorated its campaign to register all Christian
congregations. hundreds of Protestant house-churches in Shanghai, Zheijiang, Shaanxi. Anhui and
Xinjiang have been raided and forcibly closed or demolished. the popular Catholic shrine at Dong-
Lu has been smashed and a number of unrcgistered Catholic churches in Hebei and Jiangxi
provinces have been desecrated, destroyed or shut down. Bibles and other property of unregistered
Christians have been arbitrarily confiscated and steep fines imposed on their owners.

Since 1996, members of the Christian underground have noted authorities adopting
harsher tactes. In particular, authorities have begun to target underground house-church leaders tor
arrest. Three-veur sentences of “re-education” in labor camps are being more frequently reported for
underground Christian leaders. '

For Protestants, Henan province is one of the areas hardest hit. Protestant leaders report
that about 40 percent of inmates in Henan laojiao or labor camps are there for belonging to the
Christian underground. In Henan Number One Labor Camp approximately 50 out of 126 inmates
are imprisoned for underground church activities. During the Freedom House team's visit 85
house-church Christians were rounded up and arrested in two dragnet operations on May 14 in
Zhoukou, Henan. On March 16, Peter Xu Yongze, perhaps the most important underground
Protestant leader in China who heads the enotmous “Full Scope Church” (also referred to as the
"New Birth Church™) network, was arrested and jailed with seven others in Henan and last month
Xu was sentenced 1o ten years in the labor camp. The Freedom House team received reports that
300 Protestants have been arrested in Louyang jail in Henan since July 1996. And it was in Henan

<hat Zhang Xiuju, a 36-year-old woman was beaten to death by police during an arrest for
underground Christian activities on May 26, 1996.

On September 24, 1996, in Tanghe, Henan, a PSB raid arrested Elder Feng. Brother
Zheng. Brother Xin, Sister Li. and Sister Luo. Brothers Zheng and Xin and Elder Feng were
already respected leaders and had been previously imprisoned (the latter for seven years). They
were beaten and tortured in order to get them to reveal the names of other leaders so that the
organization would be destroyed. During interrogation, Sister Luo (who was recently released
from prison) sought to take responsibility for the gathering so that she could protect the others.
According to a note passed qut of the prison, the authorities bound her arms behind her is an
agonizing position and she was beaten so badly that she was in a coma for several hours. She was
often left tied in that position, as were others, One of the men was beaten “for nine days and
mghts” and almost died. Members of the group were also poked with electric cattle prods, often
while bound. Since Elder Feng is 72, he cannot perform hard labor but remains in custody
indefinitely without a sentence. The others have been sentenced to three years laojiao in Luoyang.

In Sichuan the police have been arresting and fining Christians once or twice a year as a
form of extortion. If the family can't pay, the police will beat the jailed person. Otten they will do
this in the presence of the family. The person will be hung up and beaten in front of the family until
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the family will do anything to get the money to pay. One man was very poor and could not pay the
fine (500 yen). He was beaten and his grandmother hanged herself since she could not help him.

The exuaordinary issue (Oct. 24. 1997) of the Vatican publication Fides stated: "The
security forces of the party have unleashed a ‘struggle’ against the underground (Catholic)
communities not conwrolled by the Patriotic Assoctation.  In a certain sense. this is real
‘elimination,™ it said.

The enormous underground Catholic pilgrimage at Our Lady of China Shine in Donglu,
Hebei Province, was prevented from taking place again this May. In Spring 1996, according to the
Connecticut-based Cardinal Kung Foundation. 5.000 troops. supported by armored cars and
helicopters prevented Roman Catholics from attending an annual pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our
Lady of China in Dong Lu, Hebei Province. In 1995, tens of thousands had participated in the
pilgrimage. The crackdown on the procession in 1996 is reported to have resulted in the detention
of a number of Roman Catholic priests and laypeople. Others have been place under house arrest
or subjected to severe restrictions. Bishop Su of Baoding. wrote in a June letter to the National
People’s Congress that Catholics in Dahou. the same area. were forced 1o join study groups. report
to police eight times a day, fined, threatened and tortured. *le said that after a month. more than
4.000 Catholics were pressured to renounce their faith publicly, many of whom were students who
could not continue their studies unless they cooperated with authorities. Around the same time
three Catholic bishops have been incarcerated and Bishop Su has disappeared.

The mounung violence against these Christian communilies is an inevitable outcome of
China’s ofticial policy to ban independent religious worship as decreed in edicts 144 and 145,
which were signed into law by Premier Li Peng on January 31, 1994, and endorsed with renewed
resolve by China's leadership early last"year. To implement these laws, the government's savage
“Strike Hard" campaign against unregistered evangelical churches and official documents. such as
that released by the Donglai Township Committee of the Communist Party on November 20, 1996,
which outline procedures for the "eradication” of the underground Roman Catholic Church -- steps
that include systematic brainwashing, ideological “struggle sessions," and criminal prosecution of
pro-Vatican Catholics. Similar communist party documents, outlining the “special class struggle”
for the suppression of both the Protestant and Catholic underground in various parts of Zhejiang
province. have also surfaced in recent months,

Freedom House's Center on Religious Freedom estimates that China's Christian
population, underground and registered. Catholic and Protestant, number between 40 and 60
million. British diplomat Anthony Lambert, who has done careful province-by-province and town-
by-town analyses says there “is strong statistical evidence for at least 25 to 30 million” Protestants
(including official churches). Other analysts of China's house churches say their figure is too low
and Lambert allows that the figure could be considerably higher but that we do not have sufficient
evidence. A few days ago, the Vatican stated there are approximately ten million registered and
underground Catholics. More people are attending Sunday worship in China than are in all of
Western Europe combined: and the majority are doing so despite the threat of beatings and labor
camps. Christianity in China is growing astronomically in both the underground and in the official
“patriotic” churches.

Members of the govemment-registered churches are restricted. These "Patriotic”
churches have to be organized in the same church body, and are restricted in working with people
under eighteen. The clergy cannot preach outside of their own area, the clergy and venue must be
approved by the government, and church services and members are subject to monitoring. The
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Pantiotic Catholic Church cannot accept the authority of the Pope. Sermons must stick to approved
topics.  All "patriotic” preachers must steer clear of forbidden topics like the Second Coming of
Christ, the New Testament "Gifts of the Spirit", the Old Testament story of Creation. and abortion.
The Chinese government is censoring portions of the official Catholic catechism.

China imposes impediments to the Roman Catholic Church as an institution by barring
the Vatican from making episcopal appointments in China. It continues to harass foreign Christian
co-religionists visiting China’s Christian communities.

In one widely-publicized case 4 “Patriotic” pastor was forcibly removed from his pulpit
tor deviating tfrom the party line. On December 4. 1994, 4.500 riot police. 200 plainclothesmen and
o truckloads of soldiers physically dragged trom the church Pastor Yang Yudong trom
Guangwashi, an ofticial Three-Self Patriotic church in Beijing, because he offered moral support to
political dissidents.

This does not mean that government-sanction “Patriotic” churches are simply “‘Potemkin
chusches.” fulse fronts for fooling gullible foreigners. There are priests and bishops in the Patriotic
Catholic Church who are also recognized by the Vatican. and some of the official Protestant
churches cooperate with underground Christians.  Most of their clergy and their growing
congregations are sincere Christians. But independent churches they are not.

While on trips to the West. China's political leaders and religion commissars portray
China's current religious environment as a “golden period.” they state otherwise to the Chinese
people. China President Jiang Zemin's own remirks indicate zero tolerance for religious freedom.
He suid that state religious policy is to "actively guide religion so that it can be adapted to socialist
society™ (March 14, 1996, edition of the People’s Daily).

Since July 1995 China's Religious Affairs Bureau has been directed by the reputed
hardliner Ye Xiaowen, who, last year in the Chinese publication Renmin Ribao, urged the
"handling” of religious matters according to the dictates of Lenin. The view of the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party is that Christian churches are a “principal threat to the
political stability” of China.

The relentless attempts by the Chinese Communist Party and government to coatrol
religious worship. including Christian religious expression, violate fundamental international
human rights standards as articulated by the United Nations in numerous instruments, such as,
notably, the Declaration of Human Rights and the Decluration on the Elimination of All Forms of
Intolerance aund of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. The latter document guarantees the
right of Christians and others to worship freely, as well as the rights to teach religion. write and
dissemninate religious publicatidns, designate religious leaders, communicate with co-religionists at
home and abroad, solicit and receive charitable contributions and educate children in religion and
morality according to parents’ wishes. Freedom of expression and assembly are also enshrined in
these instruments,

The extraordinary document published on October 24th by the Vatican's press organ
Fides, which provides details of the govemment's persecution against Chinese Catholics in recent
times and which is attached to my testimony, concludes: "If during the meeting between President
Jiang Zemin and President Clinton religious rights are not clearly addressed, there is little hope for
the world." Freedom House concurs.
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Testimony of Allen Keller, M.D.
Physicians for Human Rights

Torture in Tibet

Subcommittee on International Organizations and
Human Rights

Tuesday, October 28, 1997 ,

Thank you for holding this important hearing, Chairman
Smith, and for inviting me to testify. This is an
invaluable opportunity to place the issue of human rights in
China and Tibet high in public awareness during the visit of
Chinese President Jiang Zemin to the United States.

My name is Allen Keller. I am an assistant professor
of clinical medicine at NYU School of Medicine, and Director
of the Bellevue/NYU Program for Survivors of Torture -- a
program which provides multi-disciplinary care to survivors
of torture and their families. I am also a member of the
International Advisory Board of Physicians for Human Rights,
and appear today on its behalf.

Physicians for Human Rights is a Boston-based _
organization of health professionals, scientists, and
concerned citizens that uses the knowledge and skills of the
medical and forensic sciences to investigate and deter
violations of international human rights and huﬁanitarian
law. This is our second study on torture in Tibet; the
first was a 1989 report, “The Suppression of a People,
Accounts of Torture and Imprisonment in Tibet.” In that
study we found that torture of Tibetan political prisoners

1
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-~

was routine ~- a finding that is substantiated by bur‘new
study.

I am honored to present today the results of the
findings from an extensive investigation of the frequency of
torture among a sample of Tibetan refugees in Dharamsala,
India, which I conducted, in collaboration with a team of
five other health professionals.

Summary of study Findings: This study, which included
a survey of 258 Tibetan refugees and extensive medical
examinations of those who indicated that they had been
tortured, revealed the following:

1. Reports of torture committed by Chinese authorities
in Tibet are common among Tibetan refugees. Torture
continues to be a significant health and human rights
problem in Tibet. Fifteen percent of the survey sample of
258 Tibetan refugees (1 in 7 of those interviewed) reported
a personal history of torture. All of these cases of '
torture were determined by PHR investigators to be highly
credible. Forty-seven percent of the survey sample of
Tibetan refugees reportéd a history of a tortured family
member or close friend.

2. While individuals detained because of their
political activities are likely to be tortured, individuals
detained for any reason in Tibet are at risk of being
tortured as well. Ninety~four percent of the individuals in

our survey who reported being detained because of their
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political activities also reported being tortured. Fifty~
eight percent of the individuals in the survey reporting a
history of torture were detained by Chinese authorities for
.reasons other than political activities, such as attempting
to cross the bordef out of Tibet, or arguing with a Chinese
merchant. '

3. Many of those individuals tortured by Chinese
authorities in Tibet are young adults and children. Fifty-
eight percent of all torture survivors we interviewed were
less than 21 years old at the time of their reported
torture, and 15% were 16 years or younger at the time of
their reported abuse.

4. Detainees in Tibet are subjected to repeated
episodes and multiple forms of torture. Commonly reported
forms of torture included beatings (82%), electrical shocks
(64%), being suspended or restrained in painful positions
(60%), witnessing others beihg tortured (22%), burned with
hdt objects, such as cigarettes (11%), exposure to extrenme
temperatures (11%), being forced to stare at the sun (11%),
sleep depfivation (9%), mock execution (7%), having blood
drawn against the individual's will (7%). Sixty percent of
the torture victims interviewed reported being subjected to
three or more different forms of torture. Thirty-eight
percent of the torture victims interviewed reported
experiencing more than ten episodes of torture.

5. The abuse which these torture victims suffered
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resulted in significant physical and psychological
consequences. Seventy-eight percent of the torture
survivors examined suffered from significant symptoms of
anxiety or depression and 85% experienced recurrent,
intrusive memories consistent with Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder. Forty-four percent continued to have physical
;symptoms as a sequelae of their abuse and 50% had
corroborating physical findings, such as scars or

neuromuscular findings.

Our findings strongly suggest that tortu*e continues to
be a significant health and human rights concern in Tibet
and authorities in Tibet continue to use torture routinely
as a means of political repression, punishment, and

intimidation.

The following case testimonies are from interviews with
Tibetan survivors of torture which PHR conducted while

collecting information for this report.

case of NR NR, a Buddhist monk, was 18 years old when
he was reportedly arrested and imprisoned for 3 months for
distributing “freedom pamphlets” at a pro-independence
demonstration and for possessing a picture of the Dalai
Lama.

The Chinese police tied my hands and suspended me
from the ceiling and then punched and kicked me and
shocked me all over my body with electric cattle prods.
-They shocked ine on the genitals so that my genitals
bled and later got infected and it was difficult to
urinate. They also beat me on the feet with sticks.

In the winter I was made to stand naked against a cold
wall for 3 to 4 hours at a time a few times each week.
During the winter I was also put in solitary
confinement for 15 days. The rest of the time I was
kept in a cell, approximately 15 feet by 10 feet with 6
other prisoners. The Chinese police repeatedly beat me
with a stock on my left thigh until the stick broke and

4
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splintered into the skin. It got infected and took a
long time to heal. I was not given any medical care
for this. One time, when I sald Tibet was free, a
prison official put a gun to my head and threatened to
kill me.
NR continues to suffer from symptoms of depression, anxiety
and PTSD. He reports difficulty concentrating and often
gets headaches. He also reports that he easily gets upset.
On physical examination, NR has an unevenly hyper-pigmented
scar on his left thigh which is consistent with the injury -
he describes. '

case of NC NC, a Buddhist nun, was 16 years old when she was
imprisoned for 2 years for chanting in a public square,
“Long Live Tibet. Free Tibet!”

During the first month I was in prison, I was tortured
often. I was beaten many times and electrocuted all
over my body. When the Chinese tortured me they would
yell at me Why do you demonstrate? Don't you know the
Chines are good for you? You must not say Tibet is
free. Tibet is part of China. One time, they took my
blood with a big syringe, even though I told them not
to. I think that was for punishment.

NC reports she frequently saw others being beaten and
tortured. On one occasion she reports witnessing a young
man, approximately 21 years old, being beaten. She reports
the he was subsequently shot in the head.

Since my torture, I am not so well. I also feel my
nerves are not so good. When I see people protesting,
I think about what happened and I get very upset. But
I still must protest. In Tibet, we have no political
or religious freedomn.

case of KG KG reports that he was detained for 1 month
without trial after having an argument with a Chinese
shopkeeper.

while I was in prison, I was beaten, kicked and
punched almost every day. During the beatings the
Chinese guards would yell at me, ‘Are you going to
repeat your mistake of fighting with the Chinese again?
Approximately 2 or 3 times a week, I was forced to
stand against a cold wall, naked for several hours. I
was also frequently shocked with an electric cattle
prod on my neck and chest. At one point I was not
given any food for approximately 3 days. During my
imprisonment, I was kept in a large room with
approximately 30-~40 other prisoners.

5
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Since my abuse I often feel nervous and sad. Sometimes
I don't share with others what happened to me. But my
experience has made me more patriotic.

Case of LR LR reports that when he was 15 years old he was
detained after attending a peaceful demonstration.

I was taken to the police station, and repeatedly
beaten with sticks and given electric shocks. When I
tried to protect myself from the beatings with my
hands, the police handcuffed my hands together. I was
then suspended by the chain of the handcuffs and beaten
all over my body with a piece of a bruken chair. I was
also shocked again many times including on my head.

The shocks were so painful, I passed out, but they
would revive me hy placing me under cold water. [LR
reports that he was subsequently imprisoned for 1
year.] Each day in prison for the first few weeks, I
was interrogated for 1 and a half to 2 hours. I was
asked about my participation in tke demonstration, who
the organizers were and who else had participated.

When I refused to answer, I was beaten. This continued
about two times a week for the remainder of the year I

was in prison.

After his release, LR reports that he was frequently
followed by police. The fear of being re-arrested became so
great that he finally fled from Tibet to India. It has been
3 years since he last saw his family and he has been unable
to contact them since their village is in a remote area and
without mail service., His family does not know where he is.

Since his imprisonment, he reports having frightening
flashbacks of the torture. He has difficulty concentrating,
which at times interferes with studying and with meditation.
He hopes to become a monk, learn Tibetan history,
philosophy, religion and literature, and then return to
Tibet, despite knowing that he might be arrested for having
gone to study in India.

{ghts i . i iorati {n Tibet
as a consequence of U.S, Policy: I would like to attempt to

address Chairman's Smith's important question, "Human Rights
in China and Tibet; Is Constructive Engagement Working?" We
cannot answer Chairman's Smith based on our survey data

alone (which is a'snapshot in time of a very high frequency

6
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of torture among a sample of Tibetan refugees) because we do
not have tracking studies from past years with which to
compare it. Moreover, the Chinese authorities' strict
controls on access to Tibet make it impossible for any
organization to systematically monitor rights abusgi‘there,
and chart improvement or deterioration over time.

There are many indicators, however, that show that
repression continues at very high levels. In 1996, the
Tibet Information Network and Human Rights Watch/Asia
compiled the names of. more than 600 political prisoners
still in detention in Tibet for the peaceful expression of
their views.

There are other troubling indicators of political
repression in Tibet. 1In its new report on State Control of
Religion in China-and Tibet, for example, Human Rights
Watch/Asia described an official campaign to vilify and
denounce the Dalai Lama, promulgated at the Third National
Forum on Work in Tibet in July 1994 ‘and reaffirmed two years
later. The campaign involved tight supervision of
monasteries and nunneries, limits on numbers of monks and
nuns and numbers of monasteries and nunneries, political
vetting of monastic leadership, the establishment of
reeducation committees in monasteries, and the expulsion of
large numbers of monks and nuns from monasteries.

The denunciation campaign also featured a ban on

photographs of the Dalai Lama, and many arrests of those who
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refused to relinquish the photographs. A number of the
torturae survivors I interviewed in India had been detained
and tortured because they possessed photographs of the Dalai
Lanma. N

One extremely serious incident occurred at Ganden
monastery on May 6, 1997,-where monks protesting attempts to
obtain the photograph beat an official severely. The
authorities responded with a military atiack on the
monastery, in which several monks were injured (one monk
died of wounds,) ninety monks were detained and at least
fourteen were sentenced.

The current wave of political repression, labeled
“Strike Hard" by the Chinese authorities, is causing a
resurgence of refugee flight from Tibet into Nepal and
India. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
estimates that 3,000 Tibetans cross the Himalayan mountains
each year to escape the worsening conditions in their
country, including deteriorating economic and educationai
opportunities

Robbie Barnett, the director of the widely-respected
Tibet Information Network (TIN), based in London, told PHR
this week that TIN does believe that overall repression in
Tibet has accelerated since 1994, when MFN conditionality
was dropped in May and the vilification campaign against the
Dalai Lama was initiated two months later. He said that

repression appears to have accelerated again since reversion
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of Hong Kong to Chinese control last summer. Mr. Barnett
notes that neither TIN nor. any other organization.can

, quaﬁtify the number of abuses or track human rights
conditions scientifically. - He bases TIN's judgement that
political repression.is much higher than in 1994 on the
information the network receives from all its Tibetan
sources. The degree of fear, intimidation, political
contral ‘and authority is at such a high level that TIN
simply is unable to obtain detailed information on torture
and other human rights abuses that was once available
‘through its sources inside Tibet.

While PHR cannot say whether "constructive engagement"
is :the reason for this deterioration, we certainly join
other human rights organizations in observing that it does
not appear to be working, as severe human rights violations
continue in Tibet.

There is one potentially important human rights
development, however, which may indicate that China is
taking more seriously demands by the international community
that it cooperate with specialized U.N. human rights
mechanisms. From October 6 to 16 of this year, China
permitted the United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary
Detentions to visit detention sites in several cities in
china, as well as Lhasa. While the Working Group has not
yet formally released its findings, the visit represents the

greatest degree of cooperation with U.N. human rights
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institutiohs that we h&ve seen to date since the admittance

of the Religious Persecution expert in 1994.

It is too soon to say whether the access‘to the Working
Group is a harbinger of greater cooperation by China with
human rights mechanisms in the future, or an effort to win
international approval fof an appearance of cooperation. We
will only know éhe answer to that question when we see how
the Governmentvof China responds to the recommendations of
the Working Group. Moreover, the Working Group's pre-
arranged visit to a single institution in Lhasa is no
substitute for ongoing, confidential access to all parts of
the country by other human rights institutions, notably the

U.N. Special Rapporteur on Torture and the International

Committee of the Red Cross.

Constructive Engagement: PHR is very concerned that

“‘constructive engagement” appears to be a policy whereby the
Administration talks about human rights privately to the
Chinese zuthorities, but exercises none of the leverage that -
it possesses to achieve positive change. 1In this regard, we
note that China was granted an official summit meeting in
the United States, which it greatly prized, without having
achieved a single human rights concession.

Moreover, “‘constructive engagement” on human rights
appears to mean that the names of political prisoners will
notAbe publicly mentioned, presumably for fear of offending

--our Chinese visitor. PHR believes that torture and

10



82

political imprisonment are abuses which outweigh concerns of

protocol. In particular, Wei Jingsheng, China's best known -

political prisoner, was detained precisely because he met
with American human rights officials. He was later
sentenced to fourteen years imprisonment, and is held in
appalling conditions. His healpﬁ is suffering as a result.
For President Clinton to pay lipservice to “...those who
fight for human rights and against religious persecution...”
as he did in a recent speech, without mentioning the name of
Mr. Wei, and others, is very wrong.

PHR strongly urges the Administration to reestablish
human rights linkage to those things that China most
desires: a state visit by the P:esident of the United
States, permission to import high technology American goods,
and admittance into the World Trade Organization. The U.S.
should also continue to urge the U.N. Commission on Human
Rights to examine human rights probiems in China and Tibet,
and to support a resolution on China next year. The failure
of this year's resolution was due largely to the lateness
and ambivalence of the U.S. effort and the negative signals
other countries received as a result.

In applying this kind of “constructive engagement” to
obtain human rights concessions, as it has done with respect
to other issues (such as nuclear nonproliferation and trade)
PHR respectfully urges that human rights in Tibet not be.. -
“fﬁfébtfen. In particular we ask that President Clinton

11
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publicly call for the following actions, which, if taken in
good faith, could improve.human rights in Tibet:

1. Pernit access to all places of detention in Tibet
to the International Committee of the Red Cross and the U.N.
MSpecial Rapporteur on Torture. Pernit access as well to
independent journalists and nongovernmental human rights
organizations.

2. End the process of incommunicado detention of all
detainees, and permit immediate access by lawyers and family
members of those detained.

3. Publicly state that torture will not be tolerated
and take steps to prosecute those implicated in it.

4. End the vilification campaign against the Dalai
Lama, and the abuses associated with it, including political
reeducation at monasteries ana other, means of control.

5. Release from prison all those detained as prisoners

of conscience.

In closing I would like to reiterate our

recommendations to the Government of China, which are

contained in our report:

1. The Chinese government should acknowledge that
Chinese authorities in Tibet use torture against large
numbers of Tibetan detainees. The government should commit
itself to take all necessary steps to stop these practices,
and comply with international conventions, to which China is
a signatory, including the Convention Against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

and the Convention on the Rights of the Child. -

. 2. Legal safcguards should be implemented to decrease
the risk of detainees being subjected to torture or ill=~
treatment, including guaranteeing that all detainees are

12
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brought before a judge promptly after being taken into
custody, and that detaineas have prompt and regular access
to relatives, lawyers, and doctors.

3. All law enforcement and security personnel in Tibet
should be ordered to refrain from the practice of torture. .
Procedural safeguards governing interrogation and custody
should be developed which ensure that detainees can lodge
complaints regarding mistreatment and that the complainant
and witnesses are protected against any ill-treatment or

intimidation.

4, Detainees should have access to prompt medical
examinations and attention by competent medical personnel,
with full clinical independence and without interference by
law enforcement or security personnel. These examinations
should occur immediately upon arrest and at regular
intervals during the period of their detention.

5. There should be prompt, independent investigation
of complaints of torture and the publication of the
investigation's methods and results. Appropriate legal
actions against those authorizing and committing torture
should be taken, ‘

6. The Chinese government should permit access to
Tibet and permit independent monitoring of detention
facilities, prisons, and labor camps by the United Nations
and international humanitarian and human rights
organizations.

7. PHR welcomes China's recent cooperation with the
United Nations' Working Group on Arbitrary Detention. The
Chinese government should also invite the United Nations
Special Rapporteur on Torture and act on the Rapporteur's
recommendations.

13
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October 28, 1997

Thank you Mr. Chairman, and distinguished members of this cornmmee
Amnesty International is pleased to testify at this hearing.

Amnesty International is an international - grassroots - human rights organization
which has over a million members around the world and about three hundred
thousand members in the United States. We focus on the protection and
promotion of human rights around the world but do not take a position on a
number of issues including linking economic sanctions to human rights.

The policy of constructive engagement with China has not produced any
substantial results in the human rights field. This is best illustrated by the
administration’s (US State Dept.) own 1996 human rights country report on
China, which states “all public dissent against the party and the government was
effectively silenced by intimidation, exile, the imposition of prison terms,
administrative detention or house arrest. No dissidents were known to be active
at the year's end”. What better statement can any one find to asisess the policy
of constructuve engagement? :

The human rights situation in China has been of grave concern to us for several -~ - -~ -~~~

"years. Last year, we launched an international campaign to highlight these
concerns. Even though new and updated laws were introduced in March 1996 in
China with respect to the Criminal Procedure Law (CPL) and the Administrative
Punishment Law (APL), there has been no fundamental change in the
governments’ human rights practices. Dissent in ary form continues to be
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- repressed. Even high profile political prisoners like Wei Jingsheng and Wang
Dan have been sentenced without any hesitation.

The death penalty is used in China extensively. In 1996 alone, at least 4,367
people were executed. Most prisoners did not receive fair trials and many were
executed soon after their death sentences were pronounced. More people are
executed in China than in all other countries of the world combined, and the
crimes for which they are executed include counterfeiting value-added receipts.

We have released several reports detailing the human rights situation in China,
including reports on torture, unfair trials, imprisonment of dissidents, mass
executions, the wide scale use of forced labor camps, wide spread oppression in
Tibet, persecution of religious groups, and the practice of forced abortion and
sterilization to enforce “the one child” policy.

Over the years, Amnesty International has pressed th<: Clinton Administration to
pursue a strong, clear and consistent human rights policy towards China and
other countries. The Clinton Administration deseives praise for being willing to
publicly confront China at Geneva, especially in light of the extremely
disappointing behavior of some other nations there, in particular France.
However, the Administration has given mixed and confusing signals to China,
regarding its concern over human rights. We =an cite numerous examples, but |
would like to mention one incident that shockea the human rights community.

Last December, President Clinton met in the Oval office with the Chinese
defense minister Gen. Chi Haotian, who, at the time of the Tiananmen Square
massacre of June 1989, had operational control over the involved troops. The
meeting was not required by protocol. It was plainly a good will gesture to the
man who personally directed the butchery in Tiananmen Square. Worse still, it
took place literally on the eve of International Human Rights Day, December
10th.

To this day, the Chinese government has refused to hold an irnpartial
investigatian into that massacre, where at least a thousand civilians were killed
by troops. The impunity granted to the military leadership responsible for these
killings, allows them to continue to violate human rights. By meeting with Gen.
Chi, President Clinton has given a clear signal to the Chinese that human rights
is not a priority. We hope that it was a blood-red carpet that the Clinton
~ Administration rolled out for Gen. Chi. It would be a step in the right direction if
the Clinton Administration would just take the ‘Hippocratic oath’ on China: ‘First
Do No Harm'. This would entail npot meeting with Gen. Chi in the Oval office and
not sending the signal that trade is more important than human rights. ,
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It is ironic that while President Clinton gave a red carpet welcome to Gen. Chi,
he only paid a ‘drop by’ visit to His Holiness the Dalai Lama, our fellow Nobel
Laureate. ‘

Actions such as these, have damaged the credibility of the Clinton Administration
and its seriousness in pursuing and advocating human rights. As a result, when
the Administration is serious in pursuing human rights issues, these attempts
usually end in failure in international forums. This was the case last year with the
motion to censure China at the UN Human Rights Commission. The motion
which the Administration cosponsored was defeated. Unless the Administration
has u clear and consistent human rights policy backed by real diplomatic muscle,
expe:iences like this will be repeated in future forums.

Following f our in China:

Administrative detention

In recent years ‘shelter and investigation’ and ‘'reeducation through labor’, both
forms of administrative detention, have been increasingly used to silence and
punish dissidents and members of religious or ethnic groups.

‘Shelter and investigation’ allows the police, on their own authority, to detain
anyone without charge for up to three months, merely on the suspicion that they
may have been involved in a crime. In around a third of known cases, people are
held for longer than three months. Thousands of people have been detained on
average each year for ‘shelter and investigation’ since the early 1980s.

‘Reeducation through labor', imposed by local government committees without
charge or trial, was increasingly used to arbitrarily detain dissidents for up to
three years in labor camps.

Wang Donghai and Chen Longde, two pro-democracy activists from Zhejiang
province were detained in May 1996 aftes issuing a petition calling for the release
of political prisoners. Similarly Liu Xiaobo, a leading dissident was detained in
October 1996 after cosigning a letter calling for political reforms. Wang Donghai,
~ Chen Longde and Liu Xiaobo were assigned terms of three years detention for
‘reeducation through labor’.

In Liu Xiaobo's case, the administrative sentence was imposed with
unprecedented speed, a few hours after his arrest, and in breach of the
safeguards for a fair and public hearing guaranteed by the new Administrative
Punishment Law, which had come into force one week before his arrest.



Unfair Trials

Trials continue to fall short of international standards, often with verdicts and
sentences allegedly decided by the authorities before the trial.

In a case which received international attention, prisoner of conscience Wang
Dan, a former student leader during the 1989 pro-democracy protests, was
sentenced on October 30, 1996 to 11 years' imprisonment after being convicted
of ‘conspiring to overthrow the government’. The sentence was handed down
after a trial from which foreign journalists and independent observers were
excluded. No defense witnesses were called in court and there was evidence
that the text of the verdict had been prepared in advance. Wang Dan's appeal
. against the verdict and sentence was rejected by a high court in November after
a 10 minute hearing. :

In another case, Ngawang Choephel, A 30 year-old student of performing arts
has been detained since August 1995. He was tried behind closed doors at
Shigatse Intermediate People’s Court and handed down an 18-year jail term for
‘espionage activities’. A young musicologist of some repute, he traveled from
India to Tibet in July 1995 to film and record traditional Tibetan performing arts.
Amnesty International has received detailed information indicating that his travel
to Tibet had no other purpose than the study of performing arts. The authorities
have provided no evidence that he was involved in activities threatening national
security.

Yorture and ill Treatment

Torture is endemic in China, despite the government's declared opposition to its

-use. Criminal suspects are frequently tortured to make them ‘confess’. The
continued use of torture by police to speed up confessions was acknowledged in
November 1996 by the official Guangming Daily in an article denouncing
increasing corruption among judicial personnel. The authorities however have
failed to introduce safeguards to prevent torture or to bring many torturers to
justice and many cases of torture and ill treatment, including some resulting in
death, continue to be reported by unofficial sources.

“In-March-1996 for example, information came to light about Wang Jingbo, a
. young factory employee in Beijing who was reportedly beaten to death a few
days after his arrest by the Chaoyang district police in late 1995. An autopsy
showed that he had 12 broken ribs and had suffered a brain hemorrhage. Police
reportedly told his family in March 1996 that he had been beaten by other
prisoners, but no judicial investigation into his case is known to have been
carried out.
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The most common forms of torture include severe beatings, whipping, kicking,
the use of electric batons that give powerful shocks, the prolonged use of
handcuffs or leg-irons and suspension by the arms.

In mid-August 1996, prisoner of conscience Chen Longde was reportedly kicked,
punched and beaten with an electric baton by a prison officer at the Luoshan
labor camp in Zhejiang province, and jumped from a third story window in order
to escape the beating. He suifered serious injuries, including hip and leg
fractures and was admitted to hospital. The beating was reportedly inflicted on
him to make him ‘acknowledge his guilt'. -

Political Dissidents

On June 4, 1989 the Chinese authorities sent tanks and troops to ‘clear’
Tiananmen Square in Beijing. At least a thousand people were killed and
Amnesty International considers these deaths resulted from extra-judicial
executions: deliberate and targeted kilings of peaceful demonstrators by
government forces. In the crack-down that followed, hundreds of people were
sentenced to long term imprisonment for ‘counter-revolutionary' offenses.

Eight years after the massacre, people attempting to commemorate the victims
of the crackdown or to monitor the human rights violations which resulted from it,
have been harassed or jailed. Over 300 prisoners of conscience remain
incarcerated for their activities during the protests.

The Chinese Government has still not officially accounted for those killed injured
or arresied. The authorities still justify the events as the suppression of a
‘counter - revolutionary' riot, and have taken no steps to publicly investigate the
circumstances of the killings and bring to justice those found responsible for
hum.an rights violations.

The Death Penalty

More people are executed every year in China than in all other countries of the
world combined. In 1996 alone, at least 4,367 people were executed. In China

-there are-about 68 offenses punishable by death, including theft, burglary,

hooliganism, seriously disrupting public order, pimping, the trafficking of women,
taking bribes, corruption, forgery and tax evasion. Condemned prisoners tend to
be paraded at mass rallies or through the streets before being privately
executed. Spates of executions often precede major festivals or international
events and usually accompany official announcements of anti-crime campaigns.

Execution is usually carried out shortly or immediately after the sentence is
publicly announced. In Jilin province, for example, three men, Tian Zhijia, Tian

5
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Zhiquan and Zhaolian, were executed on May 31, 1996 - seven days after their
arrest - for allegedly committing a robbery on May 21, 1996. Their trial,
sentencing, as well as the hearing of one of the three men's appeal and the
review and approval of the three death sentences by a high court, all took place
between their arrest on May 24 and May 28 1996.

Some people are executed solely on the basis of confessions which may have
been extracted under torture. Executed prisoners organs are used for
transplants and there has been some correlation between the need for organs
and the number of executions which take place.

Religious Persecution

Over the last 15 years there has been a revival of religion in China. There are
five officially recognized religions in China: Buddhism, Daoism, Islam,
Catholicism and Protestantism. Within these recognized religions a believer must
register and only attend an officially recognized place of worship. Those who join
the growing number of unregustered rellglous groups face heavy fines,
harassment and imprisonment.

The government recentiy reiterated the need to emphasize ‘patriotism' in all
religious activities especially in the practice of Buddhism in Tibet, and Islam in
Xinjiang, where religion may be seen by the authorities as a threat to their power.

Christians

Christians are free to worship in government affiliated Churches. But if they join
one of the growing number of unregistered religious groups they face heavy
fines, harassment and imprisonment.

Who is at Risk?

o Official statistics claim that there are 10.5 million Catholics and Protestants in
China.

¢ An internal Chinese Communist Party document (Feb. 1996) however stated
that there were 25 million Catholics and Protestants in China.

e According to these internal documents, many Catholic and Protestant
believers in cities are intellectuals, management executives and educated
middie-aged people. In villages many are newly enriched peasants or village
officials.

Restrictions on Worship

Since the 1950's government approved organizations have been established to
ensure that religious practice in China is “free of any foreign domination”. The
Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association (CPA), for example was created to
replace the authority of the Pope over the Chinese Catholic Church. Over the
years, Catholics who remained loyal to the Vatican and refused to join the CPA

6
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have been persecuted. Similar persecution was meted out to Christian groups
who organized religious activities independently of the government sanctloned
~ Three-Self Patriotic Movement of Protestant Churches (TSPM).

Increased Repression

Repression of unauthorized religious activities has intensified since 1994. Many
peaceful but unregistered religious gatherings have been raided by police, and
those attending have been beaten, threatened and detained. Religious leaders
usually tend to be the primary targets of harassment and imprisonment.

Harassment of Christians has often increased prior to, and during, important
events or Christian festivals such as Christmas or Easter. During the United
Nations World Conference on Women several Christians were temporarily
detained by the police, many were harassed, questioned, put under surveillance
or told not to leave their homes. A few examples of religious persecution follow:

Protestants

e - Lin Xiangao, also known as Samuel Lam, aged 71, is the leader of a
Protestant house-church in Guangzhou, Guangdong province, which is
reported to have about 1,600 members. He has spent more than 20 years in
prison and has suffered regular police harassment.

¢ ‘In November 1995 at least six house churches in Shanghai were raided
simultaneously and. hundreds of Bibles and other Christian literature
confiscated by police.

¢ A number of political and labor activists who were active Christians have also
been detained. Xiao Biguang for example, 34, an academic and labor activist,
is an active Christian and members of the Gangwashi church, an officially
registered church in Beijing. In 1996 he was assigned to 3 years reeducation
through labor for creating a “negative atmosphere” among his students at a
theological seminary.

Roman Catholics

e In April 1995 during Easter celebrations between 30 and 40 Roman Catholics
were detained by police officers from Linchuan city, Jiangxi province, after a
mass prayer meeting was held on Yujiashan mountain. Most of those
detained were released after payment of a fine equivalent to about three
months’ income but four people, Pan Kunming, Yu Qixiang, Yu Shuisheng,
and Rao Yanping were charged, sentenced and are currently serving prison
terms.

¢ Guo Bole, a 58 year-old Jesuit priest went missing from his home in
Shanghai in November 1995 after he celebrated Mass for 250 fisherman on a
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boat. On January 4, 1996 he was assigned to two years' reeducation through
labor. .

e In May 1996, over 2000 troops supported by armored cars and helicopters
are reported to have prevented Roman Catholics from attending an annual
pilgrimage to Dong Lu, Hebei province. Catholic Priests and lay people were
detained as a result of the crackdown.

¢ In April 1996, a group of Roman Catholics from Xiao county, Anhui province,
were detained and many of them beaten after petitioning local authorities for
the return of church property. Fourteen Roman Catholics were subsequently
detained.

Tibet (Buddhists)

Thousands of Tibetan monks, nuns and juveniles have been arbitrarily detained

and many tortured. While new arrests were carried out in 1996 and 1997, over

600 prisoners jailed in previous years are believed to remain in prison.

A crackdown on suspected nationalists and religious groups in Tibet was carried
out during a ‘strike hard’ campaign in early 1996. Authorities ordered the closure
of monasteries which had ‘political’ problems. Between May and October 1996,
official propaganda teams carried out a political ‘reeducation’ campaign in
several monasteries, resulting in the arrest of at least 15 monks and the
expulsion of many more from their monasteries.

Amnesty International is also currently concerned about the welfare of eight year
old Gedhun Choekyi Nyima who has not been seen for over two years. Gedhun
was chosen by the Dalai Lama to be the 11th Panchen Lama, the second holiest
Tibetan spiritual leader. Beijing does not recognize the Dalai Lama’s choice of
the Panchen Lama.

After two years of incommunicado detention and a secret trial, a senior Tibetan
Lama (Chadrel Rimpoche) and two other Tibetans (Champa Chung and
Samdrup) have been convicted of political ‘crimes’ and sentenced to prison
terms for communicating with the exiled Dalai Lama over the search for the
reincarnation of the Panchen Lama.

Xinjiang (Muslims)

There are 30-40 million Muslims in China, most of which live in Xinjiang (North
West China). in May 1996, private scripture classes and teaching of religion in
schools and factories were banned. All books dealing with Islam can only be
published by the Xinjiang People's Publication house after approval from the
authorities.
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According to unofficial sources, 180 Muslim religious leaders, Koranic professors
and students were arrested between May and September 1996 and over 100
Koranic schools closed down. Between late April and early June 1996, 2,773
-suspected 'separatists’, alleged terrorists and ordinary criminals were arrested in
Xinjiang in a 'strike hard’ anti-crime campaign.

On February 20, 1997, ethnic unrest in Yining led to 15 arrests, according to
official sources. Nine other people have formally been arrested for alieged
involvement in bombings which took place in Urumgi, the capital of Xinjiang, on
February 25, 1997. Three bombs exploded on public buses that day, reportedly
killing nine people and injuring 74. Amnesty International is concerned that all
detainees should have a public and fair trial, with adequate time and facilities to
prepare their defense, in accordance with international standards. Exiled
opposition groups claim that the riots were provoked by the execution of 30
Muslim nationalists and growing restrictions on religious freedom.

Inner Mongolia

The Chinese authorities are cracking down on suspected nationalists in Inner
Mongolia. Two ethnic Mongol intellectuals (Hada and Tegexi) accused of
‘'separatist’ activities have recently had their appeals against harsh political
sentences (10 and 15 years imprisonment respectively) rejected by the Chinese
authorities.

Women and \e ‘one child DQliG]!'

Birth control has been compuisory in China since 1979. Government
demographers set a target for the stabilization of the population by the year
2000. The target currently stands at 1.3 billion, which they claim can only be
achieved through “strict measures”. Strict measures involve the quota system,
and the “one child poiicy” and sanctions are enforced if these are not complied
with.

The Quota System

Women must have official permission to bear children. Birth controi is enforced
through quotas allocated to each work or social unit (such as school, factory or
village). The quotas fix the number of children that may be born annually in each
unit. Since 1991 Local Officials (cadres) hove become directly responsible for
monitoring the quotas and a cadres performance, in pant, is now evaluated on
the implementation of the birth control policy. Cadres may lose bonuses or face
penalties if they fail to keep within the quota.

“The One Child Policy” ,
“The one child policy” is China's official birth control policy. The regulations,
sanctions and incentives of “the one child policy” are left aimost entirely to the
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county level administration, who determine them *“according to the local

situation”,

¢ In most regions, urban couples may have only one child, while rural couples
may have a second if the first is a girl. A third child is “prohibited” in most
available regulations. '

¢ Regulations covering migrant women indicate that abortion is mandatory if
the woman does not return to her home region.

e Abortion is mandated for unmarried women.

e Couples diagnosed as having serious hereditary diseases have been the
target of additional measures and new laws.

Sanctions

Couples who have a child “above the quota” are subject to sanctions, this may

include one or more of the following:

e heavy fines

o a withdrawal of a work bonus

o dismissal / demotion (state employees)

o Detention and ill-treatment of relatives of those attempting to avoid abortion
or sterilization. This still occurs despite a Supreme People’'s Court ruling
against it in 1990.

o psychological intimidation and harassment, commonly used to “persuade”
pregnant women to have an abortion. This may involve visits, often in the
middle of the night, from groups of family planning officials.

In the face of such pressure, women facing unwanted abortion or sterilization are

likely to feel they have no option but to comply.

Forced Abortions and Sterilization

Family planning officials working in Liaoning and Fujian Provinces from the mid -
1880s to the mid-1990s gave testimony as to the treatment of women pregnant
with “out of plan children”. They stated that women were detained in storerooms
or offices for as long as they resisted being “persuaded” to have an abortion.
This could last several days. One official reported being able to transfer women
to the local detention center for up to two months if they remained intransigent.
Once a woman relented, the official would escort her to the local hospital and
wait until the doctor performing the abortion had signed a statement that the
abortion had been carried out. Unless the woman was considered too weak, it
was normal for her to be sterilized straight after the abortion.

Official Chinese Policy

A White Paper on family planning was produced by the Chinese government in
August 1995 as the basis of official comments on birth control in China at the
World Women's Conference and NGO Forum.

The authorities asserted that “coercion is not permitted® and that the “Chinese
government is against promoting induced abortion®. However sanctions are

10
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imposed on officials who fail to meet quota targets, women who deviate from the
‘one child policy” and those who assist women to circumvent the official policies.
This is in strong contrast to the lack of sanctions taken against officials who use
coercion. It is evident that official policy is inconsistent with what occurs in
practice,

Amnesty International remains concerned that there is no evidence that the
authorities have yet set in place effective measures to ensure that such coercion
is not only forbidden on paper, but persecuted, punished and prevented in
practice.

In closing, we would like to urge the administration to ensure that human rights
are an integral part of foreign policy. Thank you very much for inviting Amnesty
International to testify.
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Statement by Rizvangul Uighar
i~ 10/28/97

My name is Rizvangul Ulghur, | am an Uighur from Easc Turkisten which Chinese call Xinjiang
Uighur Autonomous Reglon. [ am grateful for the opportunity to testify Chinese Human Rights Abuses
in my motherland, As you can soe from my sppearance, I am not a Chiness, my mothertouge is not
Chinese, my culture is Turkic culture, the Ulgbur history has no connection what 30 ever to Chiness. My
motherland was taken over by Chinese communist in 1950.

It is obvious w everyons, Chiness govemvuent's policy, especially after implamenting the so
called No. 7 Act of PRC Central Standing Committee hosted by Mr. Jiang Zeming, cleasly stated the
discriminatory policy towwrds Ulghur and other indigenous population of East Turkistan. ! rugret that |
don't have time 1o list all abuses caused by PRC., However, 1 would like to take this chance to give you
what I know about the February 5-6 incident which Chinese government shamelessly labeled as “riot
organized by & small number of separatist”, The reality (s nowhere close to Chinese official description of

the svent.

Chulja is a city with Uighurs majority. In Uighur cultural tradition, thers are a cultural gatherings
called ‘Mashrap', county level unofficial succor competition organized by Uighwis and some other
religious gatherings, ALl these normal activies are considered “counter revolutionary activities” by
Chiness official and banned completely. The purpose is obvious, they want to systematically destroy ow
cultuzo, religion, history and traditional activitics and flnally to genocide Ulghur as a whole.

Ulghwrs are bom Muslim, it {s our religious tradition to gather together 10 prey during the holy
Ramazan. On the eve of Ramazan on February 5 in Ghuljs, ordinary believers were offended by the
arrests of 30 prestigious religious leadars by Chinese govemment. They wers shocked by tho arrests,
especially the young folks could no longer tolerate. 600 young people toak to the strest walking towards
city govemment demanding release of thoss religious figures. On their way, they ware brutally stopped
by police and peramilitary forces. Police violeatly dispersed crowd using electrical clubs, water cannon
and tear gas in the freezing day. The second day, sven bigger domonstration was held after Uighurs all
over town heard about the incident. Chinese police and paramilitary forcas were ordered to shoot to the
crowd and killed 167 people and succeeded in suppressing the rally. Afterwards, the Chiness policsmen
mrested over 5,000 demnonstrators including elder, young, women and children in a singlo day on the
charge of “intending to split motherland”, “conducting criminal activity” “fundamental religious activity"
and “counter revolutionary element”.

One of my friend was among the arrested. She is only 20 years old. She doesoribed to me what
bappened to her that day as follows, Chinese policemen forced all the arrested Ulghurs 1o take off shoes
and stand barsfoot on snow for hours, they also released police dogs to bite them. Ons by one, the
arrested Individual were called in for questioning. My friend is a devote Muslim, when she was called in.
She was asked: “Are you a Muslim?’ My fiend replied: “Yes, of cause [ am.”. “Whers is your God?”
the policeman asked. The girl replied: “Cod it in my heart.” Then, you would not believe what the
policeman did to her. He tore off her cloth and pressed a burning cigarette on her bare breast and crudely
yelled: “If your God is in your heart. Let him rescue you right now!" Afterwards, ail the girls from the
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Statement by Rizvaogul Uighur
3ge 14 up were locked into Han Chinese male prison cells, The Han prisoners took full advantage of
these innocent souls, destroyed their spiritual purity.

After the demonstration, we wero little surprised about the patieaco of Chiness government in
making open executions, Everything was cloar, they were waiting for U.S. 1o offer Most Favored Nation
Status to China. Right alter MFN was approved by the congress, the Chiness goverment mads the first
opon execution of 7 Ulghurs and sentence of 23 demonstrators ranging from § 1o life ime. 1 order to
“kill the chicken to scare the monkeys", Chiness military foroes load them on the open truck guarded with
heavily armed soldiers humilistedly drove slowly through the busy Ulighur bazasr and neighborhoods.
During that tiwe, crying crowd including relatives, family members and friends of so called 'criminals’
followed the tucks to sey good buy. Guess what Chinese soldiers did? Would you beliove such cruelty
could ever happen n a civilized society? They opened fire to the ordinary crowd| Killed 9 Uighurs in the
spot and injured over 25. Chinesc media could not hide the incident and officially dmitted the soldiers
opened firs to the ‘mobs who waated to rescus the criminals’s & biggest Lie one can ever creats!

I heard Chiness made large scalo socrot execution to the demonstrators, religious figures who
refuse to comply with government One of my friend’s brother was among the secret executed Ulghurs,
His brother was arrested one night in April after the Ghulja incident, at 3pm next day, his father and
spouss wore informed to pay flnal visit for five minutes, The young man was executed afterwards without
any judicial tial. Nobody knows whers is his dead body.

As | told you in the beginning, I was bomn an Ulghur, | dida't ses any Chineso and couldn't speak
Chinese when I was young. But now I saw millions Chinese migrated in my couatry. All of them are
tranaferred by Chincss government. We have already became a minority in our own motherland. Let me
give you some more examples of the human rights violation of government that every singlo Ulghur is
expediencing nowadays in their own molhqlnnd.

1. Because of the Nucloar testing, there arc many deformed children, unknown diseases and all kinds of
untreatable skin diseases. Chinese government claims that Nuclear test is safs and no harm to the
Uighurs who live surrounding test site. I want to ask Jiang Zeming that why don't he let Chinese test
thelr Nuclear bombs in their own land if It is safo and harmless to the human We Uighurs don’t need
bombs of any kind. ‘

2. The birth control policy toward Uighurs is unbearable, Babies are being killed in delivery room
without seeing the mother's face and would. Those pure souls died without knowing what is wrong
and who is their mothar. The mothers lost their ohildren even had no chance say good bye to their
aswborns, whom they had for ten months of pregnancy, to whom they have many wishes and the new
life they wers dreamed to have with. The reason for those innocent souls death is that their mothers
have no birth permission. For those who gave birth to such a child would encounter maltrestment and
Ignorant in hosphal for their violaton of governmant birth control policy, masy of them die after
given birth from the infection and other dsceass caused by such treatment. After all, their family
would face & financial punishment for thelr violation of govamment bitth control policy.

3. On a traln from Urumqi to Beijing, thero were only two Ulghurs iacluding me. Suddenly, we saw two
policemen walked directly to us bypassing all the Chinese in tie train, They rudely yelled to us:
“Show us your identification!” and searched over all our belougings. We were so offended and felt
deeply humiliated. But, both of us dida’t say anything, since we know from our experience we would
got lato big trouble if we show any rosentment. This Is what every Ulghur experiencing everyday,
everywhere in the People’s Republic of China,
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Staterosnt by Rizvangul Uighur

4. We were deprived off our religious rights, The government employee and workers are not allowed to

prey, to attend religious school or 10 go to Mosques openly. I was once warned by a Chinese official

that 1 had to took off my vell, otherwise, I could not Xesp my job. 1 was forced to prey secredy at
home as a consequence.

Thank you very much for your attention, 1 slncerely hope you could heip my people by mopping
Chinese inbumane treatment of Ulghurs, ‘

Rizvangul Ulghur

19729 Crystal Rock Road #14
Germantown, MD 20874
201.515-0361 (b)

LRI
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The following is the \;nedited version of my testimony,

I really do not have time to fill in some concret information I talked about
that i8 not in the this draft. But I think this covers pretty much what |
said. And you can have this now instead of waiting for a long while,

Thanks again for the hearing. DCF will be happy to be of any assistance in
the future,

Shen Tong

ssasunsessnsesen

Democracy for China Fund

Prepared for Chris Smith/Es hearing on the 28th of Nov,

I thank Mr. Chairman for arranging this hearing, a real opportunity for the unspeakable
horror to come into light. We have to face the truth in response to the Beijing regime’s lies.

Political repression in China in the last three years: The human rights abuses are well
documented. My testimony will try to put faces to those figures.

Political dissidents:

1. Massive arrest and imprisonment in the last three years
terrible prison conditions
lack of adequate medical care
making family visit and support difficult

. 2. Constant harassment outside the prison:
temporary detentions: Jiang Qisheng
work place harassment
telephone tabbing and disconnecting lines
tailing, taking photographs
denying work opportunities
complicates post-jail life: no resident 1D, Tong Yi
planting evidence for detention, Qi Dafeng
restricting travel
closing down businesses: Wei Jingsheng's brother
family harassment
physical harassment: Ma Shaofang
neighborhood committee harassment
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3. The reform through labor - Laogai, altcrnative ways to legal sentencing
Liu Xiaobo, Bao Ge, Xu Yongliang

(These are internationally or at least nationally known dissidents, less
known ones suffer much severe punishment.)

Other rights abuses:

1, Shutting down magazines, TV talk shows
2. Banning and Confiscating books on variety of subjects including liberal

ideas, official corruption, etc.
3, Punishing people for merely speaking to the outside world about current

and historical events: Liang Xiaoyan
4. Interrupting, breaking up gatherings of liberals, even when it's purely

academic conferences
5. Forced abortion continues in tho countryside, and to a lesser degree in

urban arcas

Would a Jiang Dynasty see a betterment in these arcas? The answer is so for *no”. Jiang
attempted to consolidate his power a few months ago in the first post-Deng Xiaoping Communist
Party Congress in China. Many viewed Jiang as a technocrat during his long rise to power, yet
he has the same brutal mentality and realpolitick as that of his predecessors, the first gencration
of Communist revolutionaries. J'ang participated in the decision to end our 7 week nationwide
peaceful protest with the June 4th Massacre of 1989,

Indeed, he is the biggest benefactor of the Massacre. Wang Dan and other opposition
leaders numbering in the thousands have suffered longer sentences and harsher treatment under
Jiang’s egime than they did under Deng’s. In addition, Jiang's regime has openly denied 49
exiled Chinese nationals, including me, the right to return home, and continuously driven more

dissidents into exile.

Like Deng, Jiang plans to hold on to power for himself and top members of the
Communist hicrarchy by promoting economic growth, while Chinese pay the cost in human
rights abuses, social injustice, and severe official corruption. In the face of international pressure
on thesc issues, Jiang has shamelessly held hostage any Chinese citizen who dared to speak out

in defiance:, -

Looking st the area of rights, President Clinton's engagement policy as it is has not
improved the conditions in China,

Would a tougher human rights policy work, would that fall into the designs of Beijing
regime that they can play off the Europeans, Japanese, and Canadians? The answer is not a clear
one, and it is beyond the scope of my testimony. But two things are clear:

1. There is confusion among the Chinese liberal circles as to where the US stands, and
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subsequently, where the free world stands,

From where they are, they seo the US participating in Jiang's dirty games
such as trading Chinese human rights for the protection of American copyrights, trading Chinese
political voices of dissent for the sale of American nuclear power plants,

2. Liberal stands have been compromised to xenophobic nationalism.
Why is it important to focus on the liberal forces in China?

The best hope for a positive future for China, and for US-China relations is internal
liberal political change, fostered by an international environment with a resolute stand on liberal
principles in regard to polity -« constitutional democracy, and human rights -- as well as a bold
and daring commitment to internal and exiled liberal forces, Current strategics of containment
and engagement have all overlooked the active role that the US can play in bringing about the
internal changes desired by the Chinese people, That this desiro exists was clearly demonstrated
by the pervasive social mobilization behind the calls for greater freedom and democracy in the
spring of 1989, and the very existence of continuing cfforts by thinking, reflective, and active
Chinese for a liberal political alternative despite of severe political repression.

We Chinese have the misfortune to be ruled by a police state, but we are hopeful, as we
wero back in Tiananmen. We are determined (o continue the struggle to transform economically
reformed China from a one party dictatorship to a free China. While the change must and will
come from within, 1 call for support from the free world,

‘The current two sides of the American debate on the China issue has been “containment”
and “engagement.” But to contain China is not an option and to engage Beijing is not a policy.

President Clinton is determined to “engage” with China, but he should lead this country
to engage with the rcal China, the people and the liberal future of China, not with the Beijing
regime. He should safeguard the American values of liberty and democracy as well as those of
American business and security interests. - should actively support all positive development in
China, including not only economic reform and development, but also the emergence of a civil
society and pro-democracy efforts. In other words, he should contain Beijing regime and engage

with China.,

Americans can provide what Wang Dan and the determined Chinese liberal forces need
the most--a genuine connection with the caring outside world--through measures such as
monitoring rights abuses, pressing for human rights improvement, helping the free flow of
information and ideas through internet and Radio Free Asia, directly supporting civil society
initiatives, and sending more observers into the US consulates in China, While we understand
that change has to, and will come from within. But under the current repression, it will be a
blessing if the US can stand its liberal ground.
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Press Release
Contact: Joseph Kung, The Cardinal Kung Foundation
PO Box 8085, Ridgeway Center
Sumford, CT 06908 USA

Tel: 203-329-9712 Fax: 203-329-8418 E-Mall: JMKUNG@nol.com

1%27/87

Letter of Appeal to President Jiang Zemin from Ignatius Cardinal Kung

Sumford, Connecticut, U. 8. A. - The Cardinal Kung Foundation, an advocate of the underground Roman Catbolie
Church 1n China, reported today that His Eminence Cardinal Kung (Gong) had appealed to President Jiang Zemin "o
defond the rights of the Chinese citizens to trus religious freedom, and to permit the Roman Catholics to mainwain
raligious commumon with the Pope tn order to keep the fullness of their fith."

Cardina) further appealed to President Jiang 1o immediately relcase the four Roman Catholie Bishops currently held in
captivity and “all other faithful and clergy who are being held o the detention camps, labor camp and Jails in China® Ha
challenged Prosidont Jiang to make “China . .be internationally known as a country which has true religious freedom".

Tha letter wag written in Chinese and was faxed to President Jiang through the Embassy of the People's Republic of
Cbina in Washington, DC atabout 1'pm today. The bard copy of the original is being sent to President Jiang by Faderal

Express.
Tho full English text as wranslated hy the Cardinal Kung Foundation is as follows-

October 27, 1997

The Honorable Chairman Jiang Zemin

¢/0 Embassy of The People's Republic of China
2300 Connecticut Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20008

Respectful Mr. Chairman:

In the namo of cight million Roman Catholic faithful and clergy in China, and also in my own name, |
respectfully appeal to you, Mr. Chairman, to defend the rights of the Chinese citizens to true religious
freedom, and to permit the Roman Catholics to maintain religious communion with the Pope in order to
keep the fullness of their faith. ‘

[ further appeal to you, Mr. Chairman, to immediately release Su Zhimin, Bishop of Baoding Diocese,
Heibei and An Shuxin, Auxiliary Bishop of Baodiny, Han Ding Xlang, Bishop of Yong Nian, Hebei;
Zeng Jingmu, Bishop of Yu Jiang, Jiangxi; and all other faithful and clergy who are being held in the
detention camps, labor camps and jails in China

May China, under your able leadership, be intemationally known as a country which has true religious
freedom.

Respectfully submitted,

(Signed by) Ignatius Cardinal Kung (Gong) Pin-Mei
Bishop of Shanghai
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#Dp,  BROADCASTING BOARD OF GOVERNORS
71%8  UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

October 23, 1997

The Honorable Christopher Smith

Chairman

Subcommittee on International Operations
and Human Rights

Committee on International Relations

House of Representatives

Dear Mr. Chairman:

On behalf of the members of the presidentially-appointed,
bipartisan, Broadcasting Board of Governors (BBG), I am writing
to express grave concern regarding China's ongoing jamming of
Radio Free Asia (RFA) and Voice of America (VOA) broadcasts to
both China and Tibet. It is the Board's hope that you will raise
this issue with President Jiang Zemin during his visit to
Washington next week.

RFA began broadcasting to China on September 29, 1996 seven
years after the Tiananmen demonstrations, five years after the
introduction of the first RFA legislation in Congress and just
six months after its incorporation under the oversight of the
BBG. The Tibetan service was inaugurated on December 1, 1996,
while other broadcast services soon were on air to Burma,
Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam and Noxrth Korea. VOA has been
broadcasting to China in local languages and English since its
founding 4in 1942, and today reaches the PRC in Mandarin,
Cantonese and Tibetan. Recently, access to VOA's Mandarin
Internet text service has been greatly restricted in Beijing in a
new form of interference with the free flow of information to
readers, as well as listeners, in the Chinese capital.

RFA was established pursuant to the U,8. International
Broadoasting Act of 1994, enacted by the Congress with strong
bipartisan support. Congress declared in the Act that it was
necessary to have "a new broadcasting service to the people of
the People's Republic of China and other countries of Asia which
lack adequate sources of free information...." By being factual
and objective, RFA's news and information deliver the meassage of
freedom and democracy to the people of China and Tibet,

330 Independence Avenus, S.W. Room 3360 Cohen Bldg. Washington, DC 20347 (202) 401-3736 Fax (202) 401-6608
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The U.8. Government for many years has opposed the jamming
of international radio broadoasts as an infringement on the
freeadom of the press and the free flow of information.

The U.8. Congress declared in the 1994 Act: “It is the poliocy of
the United gtates to promote the right of freedom of opinion and
expression, inocluding the freedom ‘'to seek, receive, and impart
information and ideas through any media and regardless of
frontiers,' in accordance with Article 19 of the Universal

Declaration of Human Rights,'

The Board recognises that Congressional and Administration
officials will be discussing an array of issues in meetings with
President Jiang Zemin and other members of his delegation, We
also understand that the U.8.-China relationship encompassces a
wide range of complex and oftenn competing interests. It is,
nonetheless, the strongly held view of the bipartisan BBG that
the issue of China's jamming of RFA and VOA is sufficiently
important to be an agenda item in your meetings with President

Jiang and other Chinese officials.,

The Broadcasting Board of Governors is grateful for your
strong support of increased funding for RFA and VOA broadcasts to
China. We remain convinced that support for U.8., international
broadcasting without interference advances U,8. foreign poliocy
interests and also advances fresdom, democracy and human rights

throughout the world.
fincerely,

0 o, Bunbe__

David Burke
Chairman

Members of the Broadcasting Board of Governors!

David Burke, Chairman Bette Bao Lord
Joseph Duffey Alberto Mora

Cheryl Halpern Marc Nathanson
Ted Kaufman Carl Spielvogel

Tom Korologos



R m s g e

Faaven it

Teo et oradan
AULCGIT
1o w
[EERTIYINY

Hoite ot Lol
U ontimn

Ned W Hamiive
Mtk Palmyr
Yoo t sinien

Walivt ] Sohbn

Tteann s

Avtieth | Adeban
Ay

Mav M Nanpelinan
Clugonton # wie pitn

Ihignivn Negenimdi
Mindwll b Danwets i
Wellham € Daherts. it
David  iweohower
Sandea beldman
Mabestin § Forbes It
Theadine | Fotumann
Notvan Hifl

Samue) P Htuningin
Marene buais

I T Jusee

£ am Kikbang

Jeame § Kihpatonh
Tuward ! Kinh
Marion M Nendrasbe
Anthem [ake

Carnies Lol

Ty Mot

T Neton Vo
Charles Muwean Jo
Peggd Nowtan

Suvait K adtivan Punel
Ruttatd Ravinh
it b Rewh

Peter Rinhinan

Hutm W Koper
Donald Rustiteld
Wemdelt L Witihe 11
Jaciies B Waonpiheimer
Amdiew Yopng

Rechatd Naubwy
0 ol

Aihran Natatnia ks
Prosnhont

Juwn 8 Ieinton
Fravatiee o

Rimy 1o 1WA Sonor, Frooe 36
N Yo, NY domg
LIS SERIF R TN
ISR T FR IR

107

The Center for Religious Freedom
Freedom House

‘Top Thirty Priority List
Chinese Christlans Persecuted for Religlous Reasons
October 28, 1997

PROTESTANTS
I PETER XU YONGZE

Pastor Peter Yongze Xu, China's most prominent underground Protestant leuder, wis
sentenced 1o ten years of labor camp on September 28, 1997, in Zhengzhou, Henan
provinee, for "disrupting public order.” This Is one of the harshest sentences given
tor Christlan activities in 18 years, His trial was ¢losed 1o the public and he way
denicd u detense lawyer, Pastor Xu, the 36-year-old leader of the thiee-to four-
million-strong New Birth Movement of evingelicals, was urrested on Murch 16,
1997, us he was meeting with other leaders of turge evangelical churches In China,

2. GAO FENG

The 27-year-old evangelical and former employee of the Sino-American Beljing Jeep
Corporation, Guo was arrested on August 8. 19958, during a round-up of diss{dcms
prior to the UN Fourth World Conference on Women. In December 1995, Gao was
sentenced to 2.5 years of “re-educition through labor.” In 1994, Guo had been fired
by the Chrysler Corporation. which is a joint-venture purtner of Beijing Jeep, alter
being arrested for “praying without authorization,” but was rehired after un
international campaign on his behalt,

3 LIU FENGGANG

A 37-year-old active member of a unotficial Protestant house-church in Beijing, Liu
wais arrested on August ¥, 1995, ut his home as part of a general crackdown on the
dissident community in Beijing prior to the UN Fourth World Conference on
Women, ln carly December 1995, Liu was sentenced 1o 2.8 years of “re-educition
through labor.”

1
4. WANG CHANGQING
A 82-year-old house-church leader of the Zhoukou Prefecture, Henun provinee,

Wang and five other Christian house-church leaders were sentenced without tral o
three yeurs of “re-cducation through labor™ on August 14, 1998, The house-chureh
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leaders were accused of belonging to outluwed religious organizations and scheming to
overthrow the Communist Party with foreign religious groups. Wang und the other Christian
house-church leaders denied belonging (o any of thexe “outlawed™ religlous groups becuuse they
consider them heresies, Wang hus been transterred to Henun's Xuchung Labor Reform Center (o
begin his third prikon term at u lubor reform camp.

8. ZHENG YUNSU

Leuder of popular Jesus Fumily religious comnunity in Duoyigou, Shandony province, Christian
Zheng was arrested in June 1992 with thirty-six other community members, including his four
sons. Thelr arrests are thought (o be in part the result of the community’s May 1992 efforts to

revent security forces trom tearing down thelr church, The elder Zheng was charged with
holding "illcuur" religious meetings, “leading a collective Hfe.” disturbing the peace und resiMing
arrest. Sentenced 1o 12 years of imprisoniment, he is thought to by held at the Shengjiun Maotor-
cycle Factory labor camp near Jinan city. Other community members received sentences of five
yeurs (another source says three), Public Seeurity Burcuu officls ralding church compound in
June 1992 leveled the church and confiscated personal property.

6. PEI ZHONGXUN (Korean Name: Chun Chul)

The 76-year-old ethnic Korean Protestant teader from Shanghai, Pei was arrested in August 1983
tor counter-revolutionary activities. Accused of spying for Tuiwan (because of ties 1o Tuiwanese
Christians) and of distributing Bables and other Christiun literature to others in the house-church
movement, he was charged with “counterrevolutionary crimes,” und sentenced to 18 years of
imprisonment. He is reportedly imprisoned in Shanghai Prison No. 2. His family Is permitted 1o
visit him for halt an hour each month.

7. WANG XIN CAl

Esangehical Wang was artested with Pastor Peter Nu Yongze and imprisoned on March 16, 1997
in Zhengzhou, Henan. There is no further information on his fegal sitwation.

8. QIN MUSHENG

Evangelweal Qin way arrested with Pastor Peter Xu Yongze and imprisoned on March 16, 1997 10
Zhengzhou, Henan, He remains in detention: there is no intormation on his legal sitiaton,

9. QING JING f

Quin, the J0-year-old wile of Pastor Peter Nu Yongze, was arrested along with her husband on
March 16, 1997 10 Zhengzhou, Henan. She remuins in detention: there is no information on her
legal situation.

10, SISTER FENG XIAN

Evangelival Feng was arrested with Pastor Peter Xu Yongze and imprisoned on March 16, 1997
in Zhengzhou. Henan. She cemains in detention; there is no informition on hus legal situation,
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11. SUYU HAN

The 37-year-old evangelical was imprisoned on July 25, 1996 und sentenced to a re-educition
lubor camp for one and a half years. He is from the Tongnan neighborhood in Wu Tong town in
Tong Xiuang Country. Zhejinng Province, an area that has been targeted for severe repression by i
specitic Party directive. His house church with eight rooms was destroyed completely on the
night of his arrest. All of his property was confiscated. :

12. WU BING FANG

The 22-year-old brother of imprisoned evangelicul Su Yuhun was imprisoned on July 25. 1996
and sentenced to a re-education labor camp for one and a hall years. He is trom Xin Li
neighborhood. Hong Yong town, Jia Xing district, Zhejiung Province., All of his property wus
confiscated. . :

13, CAO WEN HAI

Evangelical Cuo was imprisoned on August 10, 1997 in Ping Ding Shan, Henan. His hometown
in Fang Cheng county, Henan Province. is know as the “Jerusalem of China™ where the Chinese
House church movement was initiated in the 1980's. He was helping in the ministries of millions
of Christians in China,

14. ZHANG CHUN XIA

Evangelical Zhung was imprisoned on August 10, 1997 in Ping Ding Shan, Henan, Her
hometown in Faung Cheng county, Henan Province, is know as the “Jerusalern of China” where
the Chinese House church imovement was initiated in the 1980's, She was helping in the
ministries of millions of Christians in China,

15. ZHAO SONG YIN

Evangelical Cao was imprisoned on August 10, 1997 in Ping Ding Shan, Henan, His hometown
in Fang Cheng county, Henan Province, is know as the “Jerusalem of China"” where the Chinese
House church movement was initiated in the 1980's. He was helping in the ministries ol millions
of Christians in China.

16. PHILIP GUOXING XU

Philip Xu is a 42 year-old evangelical traveling preacher and Bible teacher based in Shanghai,
was arrested on June 16, 1997, and is presently in solitary confinement. He is not allowed family
visits, and his legal situation is uncertain. He had been arrested on March 14, 1989 for a ‘through
investigation.™ At that time the authorities found *no political motivation, no intention for
collecting money, and no sexual misconduct.” he was released. He was then re-arrested on
November 6, 1989 while teaching a Bible study class, and was sentenced without trial to three
years of labor camp. Alfter completing that sentence, Guoxing was released. He is macried, and
now has a young daughter.
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ROMAN CATHOLICS
17. BISHOP ZENG JINGMU

The 77-year-old Romin Catholic Bishop of Yu Jiang. Jiung«i province, Bishop Zeng was
sentenced without a trial. in March 1996 to three years of "reeducation through lubor™ in the
laogai for his religious activities after being arrested the previous November, He hus already
spent about two decades in communist prisons for his taith, Reportedly. Bishop Zeng has been
weakened by a serious case of pneumoniu which he had contracted during a short prison
detention in October 1995, In 1994, he had been arrested on August 14, one day before an

“Assumption Day raid by Public Security officials from the town of Yu Jiang and held without

charge untl December 1994, He has been adopted by Amnesty International as o “prisoner of
conseience.”

18, BISHOP AN SHUXIN

Bishop An was arrested in February 1996 as a preemptive strike against the popular annual May
24 Catholic pilgrimage to the shine of Mary in villuge of Donglu in Hebei. Police crushed all
commemorations, other clergy from the area were imprisoned or placed under house arrest, and
some churches and prayer houses in the arca were desecrated. He remains in detention.

19, BISHOP JOHANNES HAN DING XAING

The 58-year-old Bishop-Yong Nian, Hebei province. is under sonie form of detention. He was
most recently arrested on August 27, 1995, along with Bishop Jia Zhiguo, and held at a detention
center in Yong Nian for two months, He was on an LV, and hospitalized at his time of arrest and
has 4 heart condition, He had been imprisoned for religious activities from 1960 to 1979. Since
then he has been subjected o multiple short terny imprisonments. For example he had been
seized by Public Security officials on November 18, 1993, after celebrating Mass and detained
without a trial until carly 1994, Prior to that he had been arrested December 26, 1990 and
detained without i trial, reportedly in an indoctrination camp in Handan, until 1993,

20. BISHOP JAMES SU ZHIMIN

Bishop Su Zhimin. 65, the Roman Catholic bishop of Baoding in Hebei province who respects
the authority of the Vatican, has spent twenty years in Chinese prisons. During one prison stint
lusting 15 years, he was subjected to outrageous physical abuse. In one incident, the board, which
was used 10 beat him, was reduced to splinters. The police then ripped apart a wooden door and
continued to beat Bishop Su until it also disintcgmled into splinters. Other tortures uscd against
him included being hung from his wrists while being beaten on his head. and on another occasion
being placed in a cell which was partially filled with water. The Bishop was left there for diys.
unable to either sit, lie down or sleep. He suffered extensive hearing loss as a result. In 1996,
Bishop Su wrote a courageous leiter of protest about religious violat ons to Chinese government
authorities. He was arrested most recently on October 8. 1997 for re igious reasons after 18
months in hiding. On October 24, the U.S. State Department reportes that it had received word
from Chinese authorities that the bishop had been released from juil, sut there is no independent
confirmation of this and focal Catholics report that government agents are now blocking access
to the bishop's residence. If Bishop Su has in fact been released, it appears that he is cither uader
house arrest or has gone into hiding.
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21. BISHOP JULIAS JIA ZHIGUO

. The 58-yeur-old Bishop of Zhengding, Hebei province, und secretary-general of the underground

Chinese Bishop's Conference, Bishop Jia was arrested on August 27, 1995, and held at a
detention center in Yong Niun until being released two months later. He had been subjected to
frequent short detentions at the hands of the Public Security Burcau. He was arrested on Junuary
7, 1994, and but released shortly thereafter, and re-arrested January 20, 1994, but subsequently
released in carly February. He was arrested again on February 9. 1994, and reportedly releused
in one month later. He had been arrested on April 3, 1993, with eight other priests, all of whom
were released luter that year. He is currently under police surveillance and severe restrictions of
movement that are o form of house arrest,

22, BISHOP JOSEPH LI SIDE

In his 60's, the Bishop of Tianjin diocese was arrested May 25, 1992, exiled in July 1992 w0 a
rural Liang Zhuang, Ji county, and forbidden to leave. According to most recent report. he is
being held under u form of house arrest on the top of a mountain. He had previously been de-

- tained several times, including 1989, when he was arrested for playing a role in the underground

episcopal conference and reportedly tried in secret,
23, BISHOP GU ZHENG MATTIA

The Bishop of Xining diocese, Qinghai province, was arrested on October 6, 1994, but released
sometime in carly December 1994, He has been placed under police surveillance and restrictions

of movement. Church sources report as of July 1997, he was again placed under detention by
Public Security organs.

24, BISHOP JOSEPH FAN ZHONGLIANG

Bishop Fan, the 74-year-old acting bishop of Shanghai, is under ritual house arrest at his
opartment in Shanghai. During Easter Week, Bishop Fun's residence was ransucked and his
Bible. cathecism, code of Canon Law, and meager diocesan treasury were confiscated by police.
He had been previously imprisoned for his faith for 25 years between 1957 and 1982. He had
ulso been arrested on June 10, 1991, reportedly in response to the Vatican's elevating another

Chinese bishop. Ignatius Kung, to Cardinal. On August 19, 1991, he was transferred to a form of

house arrest in Shanghai. which was confirmed by a Freedom House delegation in mid-1997.

25. BISHOP CASIMIR WANG MILU

i
The 55-year-old Bishop of Tianshui diocese, Gansu province, Bishop Wang was arrested April
1984 for counter-revolutionary activities, including orduining priests (after his own secret conse-
cration as bishop by Bishop Fan Xueyuan in January 1981), having contact with the Vatican and
other Chinese Roman Cutholics, and criticizing government religious policy and the Catholic
Patriotic Association. In 1985 or 1986 he was sentenced to ten years of “reform through labor"
and four years of deprivation of political rights. He was imprisoned for a time at labor camp in
Pingliung. Gansu and then transterred to a labor camp near Dashaping in Lanzhou. Released on
parole on April 14, 1993, hie remuins under severe restrictions of movement, that are a form of
house arrest. He was previously imprisoned for his faith during the Cultural Revolution,

‘
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26. BISHOP COSMAS SHI ENXIANG

The 71-year-old auxiliary Bishop of Yixian, Hebei province. Bishop Shi was originally arrested
in December 1990 and held by Xushui County Public Security Bureau. His whereabouts
remained unknown for close to three years. He was thought to have been held in a "reeducation
through labor" camp near Handan ot in an “old uge home.” On November 31, 1993, he was
released and permitted to return home, Although reportedly in poor health, he resumed duties us
Auxiliary Bishop of Yixian, thought under police surveillance and restrictions of movement,

27. REV.GUOBOLE

A Romun Catholic priest from Shunihui. Rev. Guo was sentenced in January 1996 to two years
of imprisonment at a “reform through labor™ camp because of "illegal religious activity.” He
was arrested while celebrating Mass on a boat for about 250 fisherman. Guo's other “illegul”
activities included administering the Sucrament of the Sick. establishing underground evangelical
church centers, organizing catechetical Institutes, teuching Bible classes and “boycotting™ the
Catholic Patriotic Association. Fifty-eight-year-old Guo has already spent thirty years -- over
half his life -- in Chinese prisons because of his faith.

28. REV. VINCENT QIN GUOLIANG

Rev, Qin, a 60-year-old Romun Cutholic priest, was arrested on November 3, 1994, in the city of
Xining. Qinghai province, on unknown charges by Public Security officials. He was arbitrarily
sentenced (0 two years' “reeducation through lubor” at Duoba labor camp 20 kilometers from
Xining. Father Qin was forced to carry rocks and blocks of ice in the camp. but after one month
of this hard labor he became seriously ill. In Murch 1995, he was allowed to perform light duties
and is now the treasurer of the prison. According to press accounts, the sentencing procedure
circumvented the need for his name to appear on any legal documents, thereby preventing him
trom being officially recognized as a "prisoner.” [t is not known if he has been released but if he
has he probubly was returned to his previous status as an “employee detainee” for the State. He
had been previously, arrested on April 21, 1994, while celebrating Mass, and released on August
29, 1994, Beginning'in 1955, he served 13 veurs of imprisonment because of his refusal to
renounce ties with the Vatican. Upon completion of prison term. he was transterred to a lubor
camp as an "employee detainee” to make bricks at No. 4 brick factory in Xining. After another
13 years of this forced labor, he was retused government permission to return to his home in
Shanghai. He was forced to continue working at the No, 4 brick factory in Xining until his re-
arrest in April 1994, He was secretly ordained a priest in 1986 and carried out his apostolic work
in the province of Qinghui.

29. REV. LIAO HAIQING;

Rev. Lido is a 68-year-old priest in Fuzhou, Jiangxi province. Arrested in August 4, 1995, he was
last known to be detained at Lin Chuan City's detention center. Father Liao has a heart condition
and high blood pressure, but he is not allowed to receive medication from his family, who are
burred trom visiting him. Previously arrested on August 11, 1994, on unspecitied charges and
held in detention until mid-November 1994, Prior to that, he had been arrested while celebrating
Mass, on August 16, 1992, and held until March 1993. He had aiso previously served a ten-year
term, which ended in July 1991,
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30. REV. PETER CUI XINGANG .

The 31-year-old Pastor of the Church of Our Lady of China in Donglu village, Hebei province,
the site of.the famous underground Catholic procession, was arrested in late March 1996 and
detained along with Bishop Su Zhimin. He has been reportedly in and out of detention since then
and at lust report in mid-1997 was behind burs once again. He had been previously, arrested on
July 28, 1991, and held without trial until being released in August 1995,

Y
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INTERNATIONAL FIDES SERVICE  Oectober 24th 1997 Na 4070

FIDES DOSSIER
CHINA - RLIMINATION OF UNDERCROUND CHRISTIANS

For some time Fides has felt the need to draw up & dossier on the
situation of the Catholic Church in China. On Octoter 16th the State Council
of the Chinese People's Republic published a White Paper on religious
freedom in China. This moved our correspondents to find material to
comment and illustrate tha lengthy state report on what is defined "the
Chinese puadiu of raligions”. The documentation we have, alsc responds to
the many questions which: the White Paper provokes, given the many

~ contradictions it contalns.

The first and most important is on the anumber of Cathalics in China.

The White Paper speaks of "4 millfon", but only five ysars ago China's state
Statistics office spoke of "i2 million" Catholics. At the UN Conference on
Women in Beijing n 1995, the Chinese government issued statistics showing
the Catholic population between 10 and 12 million. In this dossier thare is an
article on the problem of "figures” concerning the Catholic population, which
shows that the "numbers” of the Catholi¢ population, are manipulated to suit
policias. The present policy is to consider "Catholics” only those decreed thus
by the Patriotic Association. But what to do with the other & or 8 million who
teject interference on the part of the state (and above all the Party) in their
faith? Not to menticn them [n an official report does not eliminate them

from Chiness soil.

‘ In actual fact, anothzr secret document of the government, which we
dea] with, speaks of a "war" which the security forces and the Party are waging
against the "underground” communities, or those considered as illegal, not
being controlled by the CCPA. This, on the other hand. s elimination. One of
the stages of this war has teen the arrest of Bishop James Su Zhimin, a report
- we included in last week's edition. Other confirmed arrests are those of
Bishop Zeng lingmu (Yujlang, Jiangxi): Bishop An Shuxin (Auxiliary of
Baoding); house arrest of Joseph Fan Zhongliang (Shanghai); Charles Guo
Baole of Shanghai and Yiwo priests of Qiglar (Hetlongjlan) laze {n prison camps.
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There are also a number of bishops and priests prevented from exercising
their ministry, missing or in hiding for fear of being arrested.

The articles which follow, give data on persecution and restrictions
against Christians (and their children) in Hebei, Zhejlang, Jiangx{, Shaanxi,
Guangdong. Certainly they all pract.ce the faith in “places not registered”, that
is In unofficial comumunities, but it s also true that the White Paper
continues to preach that "in China r:o one is persecuted because of thetr
religlous beliefs". The Pretestant "comestic churches”, sccording to the
White Paper, are permittec and need not be regisiered, but the Party's secret
documents ask how to strike anc ciose them.

e e e

e e

Such blatant con:tadletion is born of the fact that in Ching “religious
activities” are only those ragulated by the government and defined "normal®
( a word used countless times in the Whits Paper). In November 1994, a UN.
Commission on religious intolerance In China recommended the
government to eliminate the difference between "normal” activities and
abnormal or illegal activities. The ‘Vhite Paper which preaches obedienca to
all UN proclamations on religious ‘reedom, in actual fact would appear to
disobey the above mentioned recommendation.

This policy of defending the freedom of “normai®-activity and
persecuting the "abnormal” activity shows that the Chinese state thinks It can
define what is religious and what is niot. In China these is no legislation in ~_
matters of religious, which admits the existence of the religious pharomenon
as a fact pre-existent to the state. There are only decrees and regulations which
cage In ligious communities before even asking what they believe in. But
this Is the right method to mix the religious fact with non religious elements.
Nevertheless the White Paper preaches that "religious beliefs are the citizen's

private affair”,

The matter becomaes prickly for Catholics and relations with the
Vatican. For Chinese Catholics rulations with the Pope and the universal
Church are a fact which belongs to the essence of the faith; relations with the
Vatican is instrumental of this element, For China, at least it would appear
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There are also a number of bishops ana priests prevented from exercising
their ministry, missing or in hiding fo- fear of being arrested.

The articles which follow, give data on persecution and restricsions
against Christians (and thelr children) in Hebei, Zhejlang, Jiangxd, Shaanxd,
Guangdong, Certainly they all practce the faith in "places not registared”, that
is in unofficial communities, but i: is also true t=at the White Paper
continues to preach that “in Chinz no one is pessecuted because of their
religious beliefs". The Protestant "domestic chusches”, according to the
White Paper, aro permittec and nead not be registersd, but the Party's secret
documents ask how to strike and clcse them.

Such blatant contradiction i born of the fact that in China “religious
activities” are only those mgulatec by the government and defined "normal”
( a word used countless ticres in the White Paper). In November 1994, a UN
Commission on religious intoleranze in China recommended the
government to eliminate the difference between "normal” activities and
abnormal or illegal activities. The White Paper which preaches obedience to
all UN proclamations on religious freedom, in actual fact would appaear to
disobey the above mentioned recornmendation. ] .

This policy of defending the freedom of "normal” activity and
persecuting the "abnormal” activity shows that the Chinese state thinks it ecan

define what is religious and what i not. In China there Is no legislation in

- matters of religious, which admits the existence of the religious phenomenon

as a fact pre-existent to the state, There are only decrees and regulations which
cage in religious communities befo:a even asking what they believe in. But
this is the right method to mix the religious fact with non religious elements. .
Nevertheless the White Paper preaczhes that “religious beliefs are the citizen's
private affair".

The matter becomes prickly for Catholics and relations with the
Vatican. For Chinese Cathalics relations with the Pope and the unlversal
Church are a fact which belongs o the essence of the faith; relations with the
Vatican is instrumental of this element. For China, at ieast it would appear
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from the Whits Paper, problems with the Vatican are political first: the
religious quostons are subjact to Uic pulitical dimenasion.

This political dimension {s the pre-supposition with which the White
Paper Innks at all religions which muot "sdapt Uskisieelvw” su to huvo as a
primary alm "the bullding up of China as a modern socialist nation with

Chinese characteristics”" (Part II).

But "political” eyes ars in danger of belng short-sighted. The history of
the Catholie Churah in China, as pivvesiled Li Uw White Papet, is tull of gaps
and ¢uts, For axample nothing js sald of evangalizatinn in the times of Mallou
Ricei or how the Jesuits and the Christians of those timaes contributed to
China's culture, arts, sciences, oconomy. It presents the so-called alliance
between Catholicism, Protestantism and the Colonial Powers, accusing
missicnaries of conniving with foreign powers, but fails to mention the
contributian, In echools, hospitals, univecsitivs, ideas, made by missionartes
in the samq period. Even Sun Yat Sen, Father of the Fatherland, was educated
at Christlan schools. It was the missionaries who openod the flrst seheel for
gicls. They saved thousands of orphens and opposed the binding of girl
children's legs, long before New China decreed this practice illegal.

1t is clear that the White Paper {s not a history book. It has the generic

eharacter of wn advertising leadlet, circulated on the eve of President Jlang
Zemin's visit to the Unijted Sates (Octoher 26 to November and). Many
human rights organizations (Tibetans) and religlous communities
(Protastants) are organizing protest demonstrations. If during the meeting
betweon President Jlang Zemin and Prasident Clinton religious rights are.not
clearly addressed, there is little hope for the world, Peaca is only born where _

ere s justice and freedom. —

CHINA - White Paper on Religious Balisfs (patriotic)

Hong Xong Fides)~ Beijing says ¢ ls anxious to igiprove relations with the
Vatican, but the Communist regime reiterates its insistence to the Vatican to
interrupt ties with Tajwan and ot to interfere with China's internal affairs.



118

In an official White Paper on Chinese religion, the Chinese
governument stressed that politics must come to tesrms tefore religious issues
could be discussed, According to the Decument, the Catholie Chureh in
China, supported by the govemment, upholds patriotism and independence
in managing its affairs and selecting and crdaining bishops no matter
whether Chinese-Vatican will be thawed or not,

Painting a rosy picture of religious freedom in the country, the White
Paper on Religious Bellefs in China, [ssued on October 16th by the
Information Office of the State Council, detailed China's efforts to protect and
promote this right for all its citizens including ethic minorities. It pledged
that the government would, as always, make ever greater efforts to safeguard
human rights and specifically to the freedom of religious balief in China.

But the Document denied any persecution against priests and lay
people wha refuse to ba sanctioned by the government, ciaiming that “no one
in China is punished for his or her religious beliefs". Beijing stated that it
resolutely opposes attempts to split the country, ¢r illegal acdvities and
terrorist actions under the signboard of religious or ethnic lines, apparently
targsting at the separate movements in the border regions like Tibet and

Xinjiang.

Foreigners, though they may have friendly contacts, ¢ultura] and
academic exchanges with Chiziese religlous circles, must carry out religious
activities within Chinese territory in accoréance with Chinese laws and

regulations.

The 10,000 Chinese character-long White Paper spelt out Beijing's
intentlon to normalize relaticns with the Vatican aftez a lengthy description
and criticlsm on foreign dominance and the deeds of the Western
missionacies and the Vatican in Chinese history ir Part [V on "Support for
Independence and Initiative in management of Religious Affaizs".

“The Chinesa Govemnment has consistently adhered to a peaceful

foreign policy of independence and taking initiative in its own hands and is
willing to improve relations with the Vatican:, the Document said. However
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two basic conditions are required for such improvemens. “First, the Vatican
must end its co-¢alled diplomatic relations with Taiwan and recognize that

the government of the People's Republic of China is the only legal
government in China and that Taiwan is an inallenable part of China's
terzitory. Second the Vatican must nat interfere in China's internal affairs on
the pretext of religlous affairs, In the first place the relationship between
China and the Vatican Is one between two countries. Thezafore only when
the relations between the two countries improve can religious issues be
discussed. Whather relations betwsen China and the Vatican change or not,
the Chineae government will, as always suppert Chinese Catholiciam which
holds aloft the banner of patrictiam, sticks to the principles of independence
and self-management, and stands for selection and ordinaticn of bishops by
itself” the White Paper stated.

A total of 126 bishops were selected and ordained by the mainland
Church between 1958 and 1995, More than 9C0 priests have besn trained and
ordained in the last twelve years, the document said,

The document makas no menticn of "underground Christians”, It
does however refer to "perrucious” organizations which have sprung up
since the 1980s In certain parts of China and engaged in iliegal and even
¢riminal activities under the "banner of religions”. "Some of the heads of
these pseudo-religions distort zeilgious doctrines, create hergsies deceive the
mMasses, rafuse to obey State laws and decrees, and incite people to ovarthrow
the governmaent, the paper accused.

To protect the masses and safeguard the people's right to freedom of
religious bellefs and "normal seligious activities’, the Chinese judiciary
punish lawbreakers and criminals who endanger society and public interest.
"The punishment of criminals by China's judicial bodies in aceardance with
the law has nothing to do with religious belief” the document stated, without
mentioning the arresty of dissident Chalstians, Buddhists and Muslims that
were reported by the overseas media from time to me.

Stating that religious organizations and sites for religious activities
must register with the govemmant, the White Paper however reaffirmed "no
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registration requirement” for house services which are mainly attended by
relatives and friends for religious activities, such as praying and Bible
reading". This contradicts with ovesseas reporis of action against some
Christian house-churches which failed to register. In addition the document
stressed that Chinese citizens may "freely choose and express their religious
beliefs and make clear their religious affiliations”. And their right is protected
by the Constitution and laws. Any infringement on :itizens’ right to religious
freedom and their normal raligious activities and veaues will be punished

according to the law, it added,

It cited that there are more than 100 milllon followers of various

religlons who practice their faith in more than 85,000 places for worship
throughout the country. The number of clerics has reached 300,000 and that of

religious organizations is over 3,000. There are 74 religious schools and
¢olleges for training religious ministers.

According to the Wiite Paper of the total numbsr of Christians in
China, one tenth are Protestant The document affirms Since the 1980s, some
600 Protestant churches have been re-opened or re-built ia China, By the end
of 1996 more than 18 million copiss of the Bible had been printed, with
special tax exemption treatment to speed their publication; In addition smore
than 8 million copies of a hymn book published by the China Christian
Council in 1983 have been distributed",

The government has also paid special attention to improve the lives of
ethnic minotities, such as the Tibetans and Uyguzs, and to protest their
religious beliefs and cultural heritage, the White Paper noted.

"In China ail religions have equal status and co-exist in tranquillity.
Religious disputes are unknown in China. Religious believers and non-
beliavers respect each other, are united and have a harmonious relationship®,
the document affiemed.

CHINA - A pomm'ht report on the suppression of Christians
Hong Kong (Fides) - Internal reference reports of the Chinese government
aftiem that the regime has intensified measures to suppress Christian
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., churches which refuse to be controlled by the police snd patriotic assoctations.
Catholics in Hebel, Henan and Liaoning who practice -heir faith in private

and refuse to be ragistered, for at least two years now are being harassed and
controlled. Two years ago In fact the local authorities intensified their
interventions to bend non-officlal churches also refesred to as clandestine.

The Internal reference reports confirm the initial destraction of
"underground Catholic forces” in Hobel pru.iace (the region around Betjing). -
Whereas local public security authorities alleged that the "illegal activities” of
"undergrourid® Catholics and Protestants in Liaoning and Henan had become
serious and should be suppressec. Religious activities had to be brought
under governmant surveillance with patriotic organizations being set up and
worshipping venues being registered, the officials said. They noted that they
had to guide the bellevers back to s "normal” religious life in legally
registered churches. :

This news and information came from three zeports in the Internal
Reference (Nel Bu Can Kao) published by the Chinese official Xinhua News

Agency on April 11th this yeas, The reports, not released for the general
public, were carzied in the September-October issue of China and the Gospel, a
bimonthly publication run by the China Ministzies Intarnational, until a fow
months ago based in Hong Kong now in Taipai (after the reunification with

China).

This Protestant bimonthly also revealed an official confidential
docurnent of Tongxiang city In the coastal Zhejlang province ordering a
“lght" against the "illegal activities" of Catholics and Protestants. The
document was jointly issued by the local committes of the Chinese

Communist Party and the city's government in March this yeaz, Similar

documents were also drafted in the provinces of Hebel, Heilongflan and
Jangxi. They speak of “procsduses to intensify elimination of the Ullegal
activities of the non-official Catholic Church”.

The documents’ objectivas are cleasly stated: "To destroy city
organization of the non-officlal chureh; impede foreign contact with loeal
illegal elements; destroy Lllegal venues; totally eliminate all “instruments of
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mligious propaganda’; strengthen the formation of a spiritual civilization
and basic orgenizations; co-ordinate all security ‘orces”. The documents, after

announcing speclal courses in "spirituai ¢jvilization” devots a chapter to
"Infiltrated schools”. "Sevedpolicies must be adopted. Examine and reinforce
and the power of teachers in villagers of believers. Teachers engaging in
illegal religious activities must be punished and dismissed; no missionary
activity must be allowed in schools; no religious activity may be studied,
observed or visited; students are forbidden to carry any object or material of
religious propaganda”.

Fides published last week 4 report from Hebel where Christian children
are donjed education because their parents refuse to join the Patriotic
Assoctation (cfr Fides October 17th 1957)

Li Sen, deputy mayor of Baoding (Hebaf) mentioned in one of the three
internal reports published 2y Xinnua Agency, says that in the region, about
42,000 beliavers of a Catholic population of 60,000 wese under the control of
the "underground Catholic forces”, in the district. Boading {n rorthern China

has always been a stronghcld of clandestine Catholics.

To wipe out "underground Catholi¢ forces” Baoding government has
set up raligious affairs administrative committews in all 111 Catholic villages
in the city, 8o far these commitiees have “won over’ nearly 10,000 rion-
official Cathollcs. Aimed to be autonomous groups of the villagers to manage
their religious affairs according to the laws, the religious affairs committees
are, however, under the direct supervision of the Communist Party's village
branches and the local village committees.

The Baoding authorities have alsc ousted 31 presidents of local
Catholic groups and suspended the leadership of another 103, Those ousted
were replaced by new heads who were willing to obey the government
management and to reject "underground" clerics, the repost noted. All
venues for religious activities in the city were required to be registered with
the government. The patriotic organizations has occupied 35 clandestine
churches.
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In Henan the "illegal activities” of Catholics and Protestants were
accused of being ono of the majer ressons affect/ng the socio-political stability
of this part of the central Chinese province. Ansther Xinhua report quoted
Chinese public security forces as saying that Hunan provines had seven

“underground” bishops being recognized by tha Holy See. One of the bishops
{s said to be Li Hongye. The report claimed that Li and other "underground”

Catholic leaders, such as Jin Decreh, had illegaily ordained 31 priests in cities
of Nanyang, Luoyang, Zhengzhou, Anyang ard Xinxiang, The clandestine
leaders controlled some 30,000 believars in these areas, or abcut half the
number of the Catholic population in the Henan province, it added. The
number of churches belonging to the "underground” Church has reached
133,44, more than the nuriber ¢ontrolled by the governmaent-sanctioned

Church, the report noted.

As for the Protestants, the officials saw s major problems the intense
activities of religious cults and growing numkbar of house chusches. The
report ¢laimed over 10 cults were found to be operating In the name of
Protestantism, with more than 18,00 people being cheated. These groups
includa the "Shouters”, the "All Range Church” and the "Aposties' Church’”.
The police discovered 8,212 house churches which had failed to register with
the guvernment. The authorities alsc alleged that there were 3,315 Protestant
selfclaimed-preachers in the province who spread heresies and set up private
churches. This huating and harassing house churches is clearly 2
contradiction of what is set down In the White Paper referred to above. The
document affirms in Part Il that house-churches' are signs of Chinese
citizens' religious freedom and no registraticn is required for such groups.

In Lianing north eastern China, the provincial public security
department denounced infiltration of "hostile foreign religious forces”. It is
said that groups of the United States and South Korea have strengthened and
expanded their evangnlical broadeasting network, targeting the rural aveas
and the Korean othni¢ minority, In the province. The polics in cities of
Shenyang and Dallan also pinpointed the ‘Korean Protestant Chusch” for
sending its delegates to China for 862 times to train 208 core members and
foster 62 illegal agents. The Church was sald to have control of 33
worshipping venues.



="

o AR

124

Violence against non :egistered churches occurs also in areas other
than those mentioned ir. the secret documents: Shanghai, Shaanxi,
Guangdong. One exampie. nuns and lay people of the non official Chusch in
the province of Shaanxi denounced several cases of harassmens by the police
last August, On August 13th, policemen arrested two Catholic of Lijlayoufang
parish. The same day near Shaheying a boy of 13 was arrested, food and other
objects wers taken from a conven? near the church and two elderly Sisters
wore left without food. Also on August 15th, Catholics of the non-official
Church were threatened with arrest if they did not attend a Mass celabrated by
members of the officlal Ciaurch. On August 5th police and members of the
Religious Affairs Bureau droke into Zhangjiayan church and forced the nuns
to g0 home. Seven lay pecple were taken in custody and then released after

having been made to kneel and ask for pardon.

In Guangdong new, stricter raguiations have been lssued,
Communities must niot only register but preachers are only allowed to preach
in the city of registration. Religious dgbates may not be held in places of
worship. Regarding contact with other countries, foreigners are not allowed
to convert Chinese ¢itizens: Chinese people are not allowed o be ordained or
appointed by foreign powers ( a cleat reference to the Vatican and Hong -
Kong); foreigners are not allowed to open schoois or publish books.

(Fides, October 24th 1997)

CHINA
Chinese Catholics: three miilion or twelve? How the figures should be

read How many Catholics are there in China? A recent survey by the Holy
Spirit Study, the Hong Kong diocesan center for culture and tieology,
examines the reasons for discrepancy in figures.

The HESC survey was published at the beginning of October by the
Sunday Examiner, the diotese's English language weekly. Fides includes this
article to help shed light on the confusion of afficial and non-official figures,
rendered still more complicated since the publication of China’s White Paper
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on Religious Beliefs. Our thanks go to the Sunday Examiner ‘or agreeing to
let us publigh this useful article.

Hong Kong (Fides) - How many Catholics are there actually today on the
mainland in the People's Republic of China? The quick answer to that
questions differs significantly depending on who is answering the question.
In 1992 the Chinese State Statistics Bureau undertook one of the earliest
surveys on the question. The Bureau estimated that at the time, there were
some 12,000,000 Catholics. This figure goes far beyond what even today is
quoted officially by the leadars of the official Church. Official Chutch leaders
Insist that the Catholic population is only batween thres and four million, It
is not unreasanable to ask: Why is there such a wide discrepancy?

Until 1948 the Church kept statistics of this kind very carefully. These
had to be sent to Rome annually. In 1948 the figure sent to Rome was
3,288,536., For some thirty years religion was virtually banned in China. At
the height of the Cultural Revolution, one high official of the Party is quoted
as saying: "All religion in China has now been relegated to the museum of
history", The Church, howavar, In spite of persecution and the
imprisenment of its leadership, priests and laity, was ¢ontinually growing.
Bishops in a number of dioceses report that the Catholic population of their
diocesas has more than doubled since 1949. Some Catholic bishops say that
the figure given by the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association CCPA, of three
to four miilion, represent only half of the actual number. Where then does

the conseevative estimate come from?

Several reasons, some political, some psychological, still others -
personal can help axplain this seeming discrepancy. Since 1t has been illegal
in recent years to give religious instruction to children and young people
under the age of eighteen - a regulation frequently disregarded. the baptisms
of children and young people go largely unrecorded. It is also common
knowledge that the number of children born in China, especially in the
countryside far exceeds the government's recorded figure. Farmess for
example, generally have more than one or even the two children sometimes
permitted by the government. For fear of reprisal parents are very reluctant to
register these "additional" children with the government, Some of these are
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born to Catholic parents, They remain without certificates of birth and their
baptisms are not racorded in the parish regiscer, Parents often hesitate to have
the names of thelr children included in the parish reg sters since these
records are open to the government, In the 1950s thess records were often
used to identify people and target them for persecution. Although there is a
great deal more openness today, some, remambering the pase, are still
reluctant to register themselves or their children, No one has any idea of how
many practicing, non-registered Catholics there are in the whole of China,
Another reason for the conservative estimate {s that the government will not
racognizg or include in their number the many Catholics who worship in the
underground ‘'or unofficial Church. It is estimated that tha number in the
underground Church Is a! least equal or ever surpasses the number of those

 in the officlal Church. A fair estimate therefore of the total Catholic -

population in China today would be 10,000,000,

Still another reason is that the CCPA officlals and other authorities are
reluctant to disclose the actual figure as the constant increase could be a cause

~ of embarrassment to the cadtes of the Religlous Affairs Bureau and the

United Pront. Although the Constitution of the People's Republic of China
guarantees freedom of religicus belies, still many sea it as their duty to
discourage and contain the growth of religions.

Regardless of whether there are 4,000,000, 10,000,000 or even 12,0C0,000,

* the Catholle population in China is still minuscule. It comprises but a very

small minority of China's total population of 1,2 billion people. It is loss than

~ one percent. The government, as our Holy Father Pope Join Paul II has so

aptly remarked, has nothing to fear from Cathelics ot any increase in the
number of believers. This increase in religious believers should prove no
threat whatsoever to Socialism. He said: "The civil authorities of the People's
Republie of China should rest assured: disciples of Christ can live their fajth
in any political system, provided there Is respect for their right to act
according to the dictates of their own consciences and their own faith, For this
reasan, [ repeat to the governing authorities, as I have said so often to others,
that they should have no fear of God ot of the Church ... The Chinese nation
has an important role to play in the (nterational community. Catholics can
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make & notable contribution to this, and they will do It with enthuslasm and

commitment”.,

Catholles i China are proud of their increase in numbers. They atill
however have a tremendous task ahead of them. Theirs 1s the task of living
in such a way that their millions of brothers and sisters who do not know the
Good News of God's love for them, will be able to say, as unbaligvers said
about the early Church: ‘Ses how these Christians live one another', and be

persuaded to follow their example.

Figures on the Catholic Church in the People's Republic of China (1996)

Total Catholics
bishops officlal
priests official
nuns official
seminaries officlal

10,000,000 dioceses 138

60 - unofficial 70
1,000 unoffieial 1,000
2,000 unofficial ¢,000
10

unoffieial 24 (1 national, 6 regional, 7 provincial, 10 diocesan)
seminarians official 1,00

wnofficial 790

female novitiates official 20

female novitiates unofficial 40

women religious in formation official 1,000

© women religious in formation unofficial 1,500

'O



