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April 23, 2021 
 

Congressman Christopher Smith 
Washington, DC Office 
2373 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 

Dear Congressman Smith, 
 

I am ZUiWing in VXSSoUW of AXWiVm NeZ JeUVe\¶V aSSlicaWion foU a CongUeVVional CommXniW\ ImSUoYemenW PUojecW 
grant. I believe their outstanding work to connect with thousands of families and communities statewide to provide 
access to needed information and support for those with autism, makes them a very worthy applicant. 
 

It is my understanding that this grant would allow Autism New Jersey to hire additional staff to connect with 
underserved communities and author content for their website to break down complex service delivery systems into 
family-friendly language (English and Spanish). This funding would expand their reach to those who need access to 
the information and support they provide the most through their toll free Helpline and website. 
 

AXWiVm NeZ JeUVe\¶V 800.4.AUTISM Helpline and website have guided parents of children and adults with autism 
and Whe SUofeVVionalV Zho VXSSoUW Whem foU moUe Whan fiYe decadeV. The agenc\¶V Vkilled, comSaVVionaWe HelSline 
Coordinators actively listen to the layered issues these families, individuals, and professionals face. Then, they 
combine deep lived experience with extensive professional expertise in social work and law to provide service 
navigation guidance and practical next steps on all autism-related topics throughout the lifespan. 
 

This toll-free helpline reaches more than 1,300 families per year and is supplemented by volumes of lay-friendly 
website content on early intervention, special education, health insurance, adult services, evidence-based treatment, 
and more. This website informed 132,764 unique visitors last year alone. Helpline Coordinators also maintain a 
robust service provider database from which to make referrals. Parents and professionals alike consistently express 
their gratitude for the life-changing advice and support provided during their most difficult times. Autism New 
JeUVe\¶V 800.4.AUTISM HelSline VWaff comSaVVionaWel\ and Wangibl\ imSUoYeV familieV¶ liYeV eYeU\ da\. 
 
As the state with the highest autism prevalence in the country (1 in 32), this federal appropriation will address the 
tremendous unmet need here in New Jersey through a trusted resource. The 800.4.AUTISM Helpline will reach 
more New Jersey families, particularly those in underserved areas and monolingual Spanish speakers. 
 

Again, I VWUongl\ VXSSoUW AXWiVm NeZ JeUVe\¶V aSSlicaWion foU a CongUeVVional CommXniW\ ImSUoYemenW PUojecW 
grant. I respectfully request that you consider them for this critical federal funding. Thank you very much for your 
assistance in this matter.  
  
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Daniel R. Benson 
Assemblyman, 14th District 
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April 23, 2021 

 
U.S. Congressman Christopher Smith 
Washington, DC Office 
2373 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Smith: 
 
Please accept this correspondence as my letter of support for Autism New Jersey’s application for a 
Congressional Community Improvement Project Grant. 
 
For decades, Autism New Jersey’s 800.4.AUTISM Helpline has provided highly individualized advocacy 
services for parents of children and adults with autism, as well as the professionals who support them. 
Autism New Jersey staff combines deep lived experience with extensive professional expertise in social 
work and law to provide service navigation guidance and practical next steps on all autism-related topics 
throughout the lifespan. 
 
This toll-free helpline reaches more than 1,300 families per year, and every person calling the helpline 
can be confident they will receive considered, thoughtful, and accurate answers to their questions about 
early intervention, special education, health insurance, adult services, evidence-based treatment, and 
more. When families need reliable advice and support, Autism New Jersey’s 800.4.AUTISM Helpline is 
there to guide them.   
 
As the state with the highest autism prevalence in the country (1 in 32), this federal appropriation will 
address the tremendous unmet need here in New Jersey, especially in Monmouth County through a 
trusted resource. This helpline will reach more New Jersey families, particularly those in underserved 
areas and monolingual Spanish speakers. 
 
As the Vice Chair to the Monmouth Ocean Foundation for Children (MOFFC), a nonprofit that focuses 
exclusively on financially supporting programs that will enhance the lives of students diagnosed with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder, I fully support the efforts of Autism New Jersey to assist and advocate for our 
special needs community and their families.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

 
Thomas A. Arnone 
Commissioner Director, Monmouth County 
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April 23, 2021 
 
U.S. Congressman Christopher Smith 
Washington, DC Office 
2373 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Smith: 
 
Please accept this letter of support for Autism New Jersey’s application for a Congressional Community 
Improvement Project Grant for the expansion of their much valued and important helpline. 
 
As the father of a 21-year-old son with autism, my wife and I have benefitted greatly from the services 
offered by Autism New Jersey and their 800.4.AUTISM Helpline throughout the years.   
 
I serve my local community as a member of the Town Council of Fanwood.  It is an honor and a privilege 
to do so and to share with my neighbors resources that can improve their lives.  
 
So indebted has our family been that we’ve spearheaded a local music festival “Rockin’ for Autism” that 
has raised tens of thousands of dollars in support of their efforts in the last decade. The entire town has 
embraced our efforts and the importance of the cause.  
 
The services provided by Autism New Jersey have not only been effective, but they can be 
transformative.  They set families like mine on a course to access treatment and services that have made a 
positive difference in my son’s life.   
 
The challenges our children with autism face do not lessen as they grow, especially when aging out of the 
educational system like my son will be doing this year.  Certainly, this past year has challenged us all at 
the local, county, state and national level.  It has been an especially difficult one for my family and 
neighbors.  We look forward to brighter days ahead.    
 
Recognizing these challenges and a substantial growing need for direction and guidance, Autism New 
Jersey’s 800.4.AUTISM Helpline has maintained its commitment to excellence and a level of service, 
with not one call to its Helpline going unanswered during last year’s lockdown.  They’ve offered well-
researched solutions and unending compassion. I look forward to what they could achieve with the federal 
support to allow them to grow these important services. 
 
The results would be felt by my family here in Fanwood and in towns across the state.    
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jeff Banks 
Councilman, Borough of Fanwood 
Email: jbanks@fanwoodnj.org 
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