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AnenpyENT T0 H.R, 1288
OFFERED BY MR, SMITH OF NEW JERSEY

Page 47, after line 20, insers the followings

1 (O Lnaranon—~No funds made available to carry
ZoutthisAa.oranyamendmenzmdeto.thisAct.may
Sbemdtoprovideassinmutoanymnpororgminﬁon'
& tha does ot have a policy explicitly opposing prostntion

5 and sex wrafficking. ~

Mr. Svori oF New JERseY. Thank you very much, Mr. Chair-

AN,

This amendment recognizes two despicable tices, human
trafficking m‘:‘rnsﬁtntion. Both practices that involve the severe
degradation exploitation of women, the literal raps of countless
women avound the globe.

The horrors of trafficking, Mr. Chairman, a form of modern-da
slevery and prostitution, cannot be understated. I am very sad-
. many 28 4 million people, mostly women, are

bought and sold as forced prostitutes in our world, and millions
more sufffer in tution, usually with an MO in their own life-
style and own s that is also @ tragedy indeed. In addition to
If:ingdemeanedandforeiblyvio!ated,muyoftheu victims auffer

m AIDS,

Unfortunately, reports show that human trafficking is on the vise
hmﬂsmmmﬁomandwith this comes the spread of HIV
and . We also know that the fear of HIV and has caused
traffickers to seek younger and younger victims, since youn& girls
are less [ikely to i with this dreaded disease. I was
al_tot_:kadnndouh'mdto learn that in India aomofthatraiﬁ:,kming

parts ms

vatauehorwhoworkontbuemhalthatlmhzingprmhm-
i focuaingpﬁmarilyonufomfuvictimofmlﬁcking
whoaubdngramdmdayieawlnﬁom&mmdlyboknt
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?omﬁl.ution as 2 workers’ rights jesue, and believe it is a legitimate
rm of empleyment. Those who advocate these ap 8 are
doing, I would respectfully submit, a grave disservice o women,
and ltd saddens me greatly that the value of women could be so de-
meaned.

Asg the prime sponsor of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act
that wes signed into law in 2000 by President Clinton, § believe
that the United States should do everything within ite er o
cornbat and eliminate human trafficking and prostitution. By doing
50, we will moat certainly, as a direct consequence, mitigate the
spread of HIV/AIDS.

My amendment, Mr. Cheirman, is clear and simple. It stat-s
that no funds made available under this act may be uvsed to provide
assistance to any group or erganization that does not have « policy
exrlieiﬂy opposing prostitution and sex trafficking.

t does mot state that prostitutes and trafficked women should
not be treated for AIDS. As a matter of fact, the underl lan-
guage in the bill on page 47—and 1 know there is a perfectin
amendment, and it in fact doss not qerfect. it is a gutting mem’a
ment that m{ be offered momentarily—points out that nething in
this act shell be construed to preclude the provision to individuals
of pallistive treatment or postexposure pharmaceuticals, including
tl;a thon of condoms, and it goes on, in brothels and places
ol '

The issue that is befors us today is whether or not we will pro-
vide money to orgenizations that seek the legalization of prostitu-
tion and also the traffickers, and stand side by side with the
traffickers and, regrettably, emable them to ensiave these women,
whether or not we will provide the money to them.

If indeed there are going to be condom distributions in a brothel,
which should be seen only as a short-term endeavor, those distribu-
tions should not be carmed out by a group that is also comprised
of the very slavers that have these women and will not let them
go. That is an unseemly partnership. . .

The pt ing amendment that will be offered in a moment will
do just that, mmplehlwo{lﬂlt this amendment, and [ frankly find it

that we want to give to mn orgenization
that thet kind of thing. We ﬁnﬁ those, like the Red
Cross, who are there to help and assist the victimized women who
are n Ay instead of standing toe to toe
with the gppressor ressed.
I vield back the of m;lgme.

|
‘%

The Smith Amendment was adopted.




