Congress of the nited States
Mashmgton, 20 20515
April 7, 2025

President Donald Trump

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,

We are grateful for the robust pro-life policies you have advanced from the beginning of
your second term, and we look forward to continuing to work with you to prevent taxpayer
dollars from funding the destruction of innocent life. As you work to eliminate waste, fraud, and
abuse in U.S. government agencies, we encourage you to stop funding for human embryonic
stem cell research (hESC). Even though there are no FDA-approved hESC therapies on the
market, taxpayers continue to fund this research. Meanwhile, ethical alternatives have been used
to develop treatments for millions of patients.

Between Fiscal Years 2021-2023, the National Institutes of Health (NIH) spent nearly $1
billion on hESC." NIH estimates spending an additional $318 million in Fiscal Year 2025. It has
approved 503 hESC lines for use.? We believe pro-life Americans would be deeply troubled to
learn of the extent of NIH’s practices and ongoing plans.

In 2005, Rep. Chris Smith authored the Stem Cell Therapeutic and Research Act of 2005°
(P.L. 109-129), ground-breaking legislation that transformed medical treatment by connecting
patients needing treatment with genetically matched cord blood stem cells, providing new
opportunities for patients to access cures. It was reauthorized by Congress in 2010, 2015, and
2020.% In the past, virtually every placenta and umbilical cord was tossed as “medical waste”.
Today, doctors have turned this medical waste into medical miracles.

We have serious moral objections to hESC. The research relies on the death of young
human beings. It is unethical to destroy human embryos for so-called “medical research
purposes.” Human life cannot be reduced to the level of a guinea pig; there is no such thing as a
“spare human being” on whom it is permissible to conduct experiments which kill. The practice
of funding this research has been a moral blot on NIH.
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In addition, after over twenty-five years of research, there are no FDA-approved hESC
therapies on the market.® An embryo’s stem cells are pluripotent (able to differentiate to become
different tissues and organs as the embryo grows). For that reason, hESC advocates twenty-five
years ago claimed that hESC could unlock medical advances to treat diseases like Parkinson’s
disease. The predicted “biological miracles” never happened.” By 2012, even Michael J. Fox,
one of the most zealous hESC supporters, admitted that other “avenues of research have grown
and multiplied and become as much or more promising.” Mr. Fox said an answer for
Parkinson’s disease is “more than likely to come from another area.”® Yet, the federal
government has lagged behind scientific progress; it continues to fund this outdated hESC
research.

Successful ethical research exists, including adult stem cells, umbilical cord blood, and
induced pluripotent stem cells (iPSCs); it has yielded and continues to unlock treatments for
millions of patients worldwide.

Adult stem cell transplants had been used by 2012 to treat over 1 million patients
worldwide for hematopoietic conditions (including blood cancers and blood disorders).” By 2016
that number had already jumped to 1'% million treated. Today, the number would be well over 2
million.'® Adult stem cell transplants have been indicated as the standard of care or a clinical
option not only in blood cancers and disorders but also in select immune and metabolic disorders
as well as select solid tumors.!'! Researchers believe that adult stem cells hold promise in treating
dozens of other conditions, including, according to the Center for Stem Cells and Regenerative
Medicine, “type 1 diabetes (providing insulin-producing cells), heart attack (repairing cardiac
muscle), and neurological disease (regenerating lost neurons in the brain or spinal cord).”'? A
review of the evidence from the published literature validates this therapeutic promise for adult
stem cells.!?

Blood from umbilical cords, discarded after labor and delivery, is a rich source for adult
stem cells used in research, regenerative medicine, and transplantation.'* Umbilical cord blood
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can be used to treat over 75 diseases, including leukemia, lymphoma, and sickle cell disease.'’
Patients who have been treated certainly know the benefits. '

1PSCs are “reprogrammed” adult somatic (body) cells, induced to create pluripotent stem
cells that resemble embryonic stem cells.!” Dr. Shinya Yamanaka, who received the Nobel Prize
in 2012 for the development of iPSCs, said his work was inspired by looking down a microscope
at a human embryo.'® He said, “When I saw the embryo, I suddenly realized there was such a
small difference between it and my daughters...I thought, we can’t keep destroying embryos for
our research. There must be another way.” ' iPSCs have since been used in disease modeling,
regenerative therapy, and drug discovery, with early results showing success in each area,
including restoring movement for paralyzed patients.?*?!

While destruction of human embryos has enriched some researchers, it has not yielded
benefits to patients. Meanwhile, ethical alternatives are providing treatments for millions of
patients. Therefore, we believe it is in the best interest of both taxpayers and patients to stop
spending hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars each year on hESC research. Thank you for
your consideration.

Sincerely,
J('W;}us:;'z
Roger Wicker Christopher H. Smith
United States Senator Member of Congress
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Cindy Hyde-Smith Robert B. Aderholt
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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United States Senator
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United States Senator
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United States Senator
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Andy Harris, M.D.
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Robert E. Latta
Member of Congress
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Warren Davidson
Member of Congress
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Dan Crenshaw
Member of Congress
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Ralph Norman
Member of Congress
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James E. Risch Gregory F. Murphy, M.D.
United States Senator Member of Congress
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ited States Senator Member of Congress
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John McGuire
Member of Congress

Chuck Grassley
United States Senator
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M. Michael Rounds Ben Cline
United States Senator Member of Congress
Michael Guest Ron Estes
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Mike Kelly Eric A “Rick” Crawford
Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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Sheri Biggs
Member of Congress




