
July 2, 2024

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Biden,

We are writing to bring to your attention the deeply concerning human rights situation in 
Turkey, particularly the transnational repression campaign orchestrated by President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan's government against its critics abroad. Additionally, we highlight the alarming 
instances of Interpol abuses by Turkey, including the forcible transfer of more than 100 Turkish 
nationals since the 2016 coup, with reports of torture, denial of legal rights, and coerced 
confessions. The Erdogan government has sought to silence critics in the United States like Enes 
Kanter Freedom, an NBA player and human rights advocate, by going after his family in Turkey 
and placing an Interpol red notice and bounty on him and on many others. This further 
underscores the need for urgent intervention to address Turkey's non-compliance with 
international law and its systematic human rights abuses.

Predating the adoption of broad anti-terror legislation in 2018, and continuing since its 
enactment, the Turkish government has violated human rights and compromised the rule of law. 
Since the 2016 coup attempt, tens of thousands of civil servants, government workers, police, 
military personnel, judges, prosecutors, and citizens have been dismissed, suspended, arrested, or
imprisoned on terrorism-related grounds. The government's crackdown extends to media outlets, 
nongovernmental organizations, and opposition figures, severely restricting freedom of 
expression, press freedom, and peaceful assembly.

Over the past two decades, Turkey’s government has captured over 90% of the media 
landscape, including direct control over the country’s public media and indirect control over 
much of the mainstream media through party-aligned oligarchs. The capture of mainstream 
media has been backed by a mass crackdown on independent media. Gulen sympathizers and 
Kurdish journalists are disproportionately targeted by this crackdown with long pre-trial 
detentions and frequent police raids conducted in the offices of newspapers obstructing the 
important work of journalists. The so-called disinformation law has been used to stifle press 
freedom, including the targeting of at least 20 journalists.

       Turkish transnational repression has reached alarming levels, with reports of more than 
100 Turkish nationals forcibly transferred to Turkey since the 2016 coup. Individuals associated 



with the Gulen movement, a faith-based civil society organization promoting interfaith dialogue 
and education, have been among those abused.

The State Department's 2022 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices in Turkey 
highlight the government's coordination with other authoritarian states in forcibly transferring 
individuals and engaging in abductions and renditions. The victims face torture, denial of legal 
rights, and coerced confessions before being deported to Turkey. These acts are publicly 
promoted and glorified by government-led media.

Selahattin Gulen, for example, a teacher, was abducted from Kenya; Koray Vural, a 
businessman, from Tajikistan. Orhan Inandi, chairman of a successful school network, was 
abducted from Kyrgyzstan and faced torture in prison with Turkish media showing his broken 
arm. 

The Human Rights Association (İHD), which monitors the most serious victimization of 
prisoners, reports that 1,605 patients, 604 of whom are seriously ill, are fighting for their lives in 
prisons across Turkey. Stockholm Center for Freedoms and the Purge Museum reported that at 
least 81 prisoners in Turkey died in 2022.

Turkey's pressure on other countries to close successful math and science academies 
affiliated with the Gulen movement is deeply concerning. 

The UN Special Rapporteur's letter in 2020 condemned the systematic practice of state-
sponsored extraterritorial abduction and forcible return of Turkish citizens from multiple 
countries. Victims face torture, pressure, and humiliation before being deported, with the Turkish
government neither denying nor hiding these actions.

In 2023, Freedom House recorded 125 incidents of transnational repression committed by
25 governments. Their database now includes 1,034 direct, physical cases of transnational 
repression in 100 countries, carried out by 44 governments since 2014, including Turkey as both 
a country of origin and a host country. Journalists living in the U.S. have faced closure of bank 
accounts and various repercussions due to baseless terrorism accusations from the Turkish 
government.

       Recent decisions by the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) regarding Selahattin 
Demirtas, Osman Kavala, and Yuksel Yalcinkaya underscore the urgency of addressing Turkey's
non-compliance with international law. The ECHR ruled that the extended detention of 
Selahattin Demirtas, the Kurdish politician, and Osman Kavala, the philanthropist, was 
politically motivated and lacked reasonable suspicion.

The ECHR also ruled that Turkey violated the right to liberty and security, freedom of 
expression, and the right to a fair trial in the case of Yalcinkaya, a teacher. These decisions 
highlight the systematic nature of human rights abuses in Turkey and its disregard for 
international legal standards.



We urge you, President Biden, to prioritize human rights and press the Turkish 
government to cease its transnational repression campaign, unconditionally release political 
prisoners, and restore the rule of law. Your intervention is crucial to upholding the values of 
democracy and human rights on the global stage.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter.

Sincerely,

Christopher H. Smith
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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