@ongress of the fnited States
Washington, BA 20515
January 23, 2024

The Honorable Antony J. Blinken
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Blinken,

South Africa has filed a grossly unfounded case against Israel at the International Court of
Justice (ICJ), accusing Israel of genocide and asking the court to order Israel to immediately halt its
military efforts in Gaza. We write to you to express our disgust at this filing, which perpetrates false
and dangerous allegations against the Jewish state.

We share the administration’s position that Israel has the right to defend itself against Hamas
terror and appreciate the strong statement of National Security Council spokesman John Kirby that
the South African application is “meritless, counterproductive, and completely without any basis in
fact whatsoever.”

South Africa’s accusation of genocide against Israel exposes how far Israel’s enemies will go
in their attempts to demonize the Jewish state. While barely acknowledging the Hamas terrorists who
gleefully massacred, mutilated, raped, and kidnapped innocent civilians on October 7, South Africa
makes grossly unfounded and defamatory charges against Israel on the world stage, abusing the
judicial process in order to delegitimize the democratic State of Israel. Charging the Jewish state with
genocide for defending itself against Hamas terror is particularly cynical given that the term
“genocide” was coined following the murder of six million Jews in the Holocaust.

We vigorously denounce South Africa’s deeply hostile stance towards Israel and thoroughly
reject its charge of genocide. We urge you to continue to do the same, to offer Israel all appropriate
support in opposing the South African application to the ICJ, and to encourage our allies to join us in
speaking out against this unfounded attack on Israel, particularly at the United Nations and in other
intergovernmental organizations.
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